
Pius, Bishop, Servant of the Servants 
of God, to our beloved son, Basil 

Takach, chosen Titular Bishop of Zela, 
Greetings and Apostolic Blessings.

Whereas, through the death of His Ex-
cellency, Soter Ortinsky, Titular Bishop 
of Daulia, the faithful of the Ruthenian 
Rite in the United States of America 
have remained without their proper 
pastor for a long time because of vari-
ous circumstances of times and things, 
in order that this condition of things 
be not protracted any longer, our be-
loved sons, the Cardinals of the Holy 
Roman Church, attached to the Sacred 
Congregation for the Oriental Church, 
in a meeting held on February 25, last, 
in order that the spiritual welfare of 
the Ruthenians in the United States of 
America be taken care of, because of 
the diversity of their origin and the con-
tentions that divide them, recommend-
ed the appointment of two bishops: 
One namely for the Ruthenians who 
originally came from Podkarpatska Rus1 

1	  Lawyers at the Ambridge PA 
church court case pointed out that the 
papal bull was altered to read Podkar-
pataska Rus. Bishop Takach explained 
that the bull had read Czechoslovakia 
and that Bishop-elect Takach objected 
that his jurisdiction included Faithful 
from Hungary also. Rather than scrib-

and the other for the Ruthenians from 
Galicia. Moreover, the same Cardinals 
have decided that the Bishop who will 
exercise ordinary jurisdiction over the 
Ruthenian faithful originally from Gali-
cia would have his See in the city of 
Philadelphia and that all the parishes 
founded by the Ruthenians from Gali-
cia as well as mixed parishes in which 
these Ruthenians outnumber the oth-
ers, be under his obedience. That the 
Bishop who will exercise ordinary ju-
risdiction over the Ruthenian Faithful 
from Podkarpatska Rus have his ha-
bitual residence in the city of New York 
and that all the parishes founded by 
the Sub Carpathian Ruthenians as well 
as the mixed ones in which these are 
more in number according to a list to 
be composed later, be under his obedi-
ence. We have approved and confirmed 
this suggestion and since the Episcopal 
title of the Church of Zela, under the 
Archbishop of Amas, whose title was 
borne by His Excellency, Bishop Ma-
ria Felix Choulet, through his death 
became vacant, upon the advice of our 
Venerable brethren, the Cardinals of 
the Holy Roman Church, by our Apos-
tolic authority, we elect you, the former 
rector of the seminary of Munkacs, to 
the vacant Episcopal Church of Zela 

ing a new bull, Podkarpatska Rus was 
overwritten on the existing bull.

and confer upon you its title with all 
the rights, privileges and burdens and 
obligations attached to such sublime 
dignity, so that you may exercise ordi-
nary jurisdiction over the Ruthenian 
Rite Faithful from Sub Carpathia. We 
want that the clergy and faithful sub-
ject to your care, would consider you 
as the Father of their souls and would 
accept you with devotion and respect 
as well as they would display obedience 
and reverence to your salutary admoni-
tions and precepts and would joyfully 
consider you as their benevolent father. 
Furthermore, we want and command, 
having fulfilled all that is necessary by 
the Law before you receive Episcopal 
consecration, you be obliged to make a 
Profession of the Catholic Faith togeth-
er with the traditional oaths according 
to the formula attached to this letter 
in the hands of any Catholic Bishop in 
communion with the Apostolic See, 
and that you return these formulas to 
the Holy See, signed by you and the re-
spective Bishop bearing his official seal 
to the Holy See within six months. We 
hereby authorize the Bishop, chosen by 
you, to accept the Profession of Faith 
and the oaths mentioned in our own 
name and in the name of the Roman 
Church. And moreover, with the inten-
tion of being helpful to you, we allow 
you to choose any Catholic Bishop of 
your Rite in Communion with the Ap-
ostolic See for your consecration; this 
Bishop is to be assisted by two priests 
of your Rite in higher office or Ecclesi-
astical dignity provided  two Catholic 
Bishops in Communion with the Holy 
See could not easily be contacted to at-
tend the Consecration; to this Bishop 
chosen by you we give full and abso-
lute faculty to perform the ceremony 
of Consecration. Moreover, we strictly 
command that unless you first make 
the Profession of Faith and take the 
required oaths according to the usual 
forms of the Apostolic See, you will be 
forbidden to receive the above-men-

tioned consecration and the Bishop 
chosen by you is also forbidden to per-
form this consecration. We want that in 
case you or the Bishop chosen by you 
would oppose this, our precept, that 
God forbid, you will incur immediately 
the penalty of suspension from exercis-
ing acts of Episcopal power and from 
both spiritual and temporal adminis-
tration of the churches entrusted to 
your care. We are confident and foster 
hope that God Almighty will assist you 
in faithfully discharging the duties and 
obligations hereby imposed upon you 
so that through your pastoral endeavor 
and studious diligence, the Christian 
Faith will increase from day to day.

Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, in the year 
of our Lord 1924, May 8, in the third 
year of our Pontificate P. P.

/s/ Octavius Card. Cagiano Chancellor 
for the Holy Roman Church

/s/ Julius Campori, Apostolic Protono-
tary

/s/ Raphael Vivili, Apostolic Protono-
tary

/s/ Paul Pericoli, Consultor of the Ap-
ostolic Chancery

Expedited on May 20, 3rd Year of Pon-
tificate for the sealer /s/ Alfred Liberati

Translation from Walter C Warzeski. 
Byzantine Rite Rusins in Carpatho-Ru-
thenia and America. Pittsburgh: Byzan-
tine Seminary Press, 1971, pp. 273-275.

[Dr. Warzeski, professor of History at 
Kutztown and at de Sales, was son-in-
law of Father Andrew Dzmura, a priest 
of the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh.]
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As far as we know, Rome was first 
called “the Eternal City,” id est 

Urbs Aeterna, by a Roman poet named 
Tibullus about a hundred years be-
fore it became the “City of Martyrs.”  
Christianity first spread to wherever 
there was already a Jewish synagogue, 
as many Jews at the time of Jesus ac-
cepted him as the Messiah, the Christ, 
the Son of David.  The Jewish commu-
nity in Rome goes back to the second 
century B.C. when Judas Maccabeus 
made an alliance with the Romans.  In 
the eighth chapter of Maccabees, we 
read, “So Judas chose Eupolemus…
and Jason…and sent them to Rome to 
make a league of amity and confederacy 
with them” against the Greeks, that is, 
the remnants of the empire of Alexan-
der the Great.  They entered the Senate 
chamber and said, “Judas Maccabeus 
and his brethren and the people of the 
Jews have sent us to you to make alli-
ance and peace with you, and that we 
may be registered your confederates 
and friends.”  The Romans were pleased 
with the offer of friendship and sent 
back the following on graven tables of 
brass: “Good success be to the Romans 
and to the people of the Jews, by sea, 
and by land, and far be the sword and 
enemy from them.  But if there come 
first any war upon the Romans, or any 
of their confederates, in all their domin-
ions: the nations of the Jews shall help 
them according as the time shall direct, 
with all their heart: neither shall they 
give them, whilst they are fighting, or 
furnish them with wheat, or arms, or 
money, or ships, as it hath seemed good 
to the Romans: and they shall obey 
their orders, without taking anything of 
them.  In like manner also if war shall 
come first upon the nation of the Jews, 
the Romans shall help them with all 
their heart, according as the time shall 
permit them: and there shall not be giv-
en to them that come to their aid, either 
wheat, or arms, or money, or ships, as it 
hath seemed good to the Romans: and 
they shall observe their orders without 
deceit.”

We read in the Acts of the Apostles that 
wherever Saint Paul went to preach the 
Gospel, the Good News, he went first 
to the synagogue to tell his fellow Jews 
that Jesus was the Messiah for whom 
they had waited.  Also in Rome we read 
at the end of the Acts, “When he ar-
rived in Rome, Paul was allowed to live 
by himself with a soldier guarding him.  
After three days Paul called the local 
Jewish leaders to a meeting.”  After giv-
ing a little of his history, the leaders said 

to him, “We have not received any let-
ters from Judea about you, nor have any 
of our people come from there with any 
news or anything bad to say about you.  
But we would like to hear your ideas.”  
They set a date, and a large number 
came to hear Saint Paul explain Jesus to 
them, probably by explaining how their 
own scriptures and prophecies were 
fulfilled in the life of Jesus.  The Acts 
say, “Some of them were convinced by 
his words, but others would not be-
lieve.  So they left disagreeing among 
themselves.”  The Acts of the Apostles 
concludes with these words, “For two 
years Paul lived in a place he rented for 
himself, and there he welcomed all who 
came to see him.  He preached about 
the Kingdom of God and taught about 
the Lord Jesus Christ, speaking with all 
boldness and freedom.”

We know that at some point, Saint Pe-
ter came to Rome, and they were both 
martyred there, as described by Saint 
Clement the Pope of Rome about thir-
ty years later.  There is a place you can 
visit in Rome that, according to tradi-
tion, is the place where Saint Peter and 
Saint Paul parted ways before they end-
ed their earthly pilgrimage in bloody 
martyrdom.  Saint Paul, being a Roman 
citizen, was beheaded south of Rome, 
where his basilica is now located, and 
Saint Peter was crucified in Nero’s Cir-
cus next to the present day Basilica of 
Saint Peter.

In my second column about the ad 
limina visit to Rome by your Eparchial 
clergy, we began the day bright and ear-
ly with a bus ride to the Basilica of Saint 
Paul “Outside the Walls.”  The next day, 
Tuesday, the plan was to take a bus to 
Saint Peter Basilica for our Liturgy at 
the tomb of the Apostle Peter under-
neath the main altar.  Things were a lit-
tle rockier our second day.  Unlike Saint 
Paul which is far out of the city and was 
mostly empty, Saint Peter is the cen-
ter of the liturgical life of the Eternal 
City and has one of the most crowded 
schedules.  Groups arrive from all over 
the world early in the morning to cel-
ebrate their Mass or other Eucharists 

at many altars in the basilica, and the 
altar at the tomb of the Apostle Peter 
is the most sought after.  As we stood 
outside the North American College 
waiting for our bus, we realized after it 
was 15 minutes late, or so, that it wasn’t 
coming.  About seven bishops decided 
to walk to Saint Peter, and others wait-
ed a little longer.  When we arrived at 
Saint Peter at the gate called the “Holy 
Office,” the Swiss guards decided that 
we weren’t really bishops, and refused 
to let us in.  Then the next wave of our 
numbers arrived, and they decided 
maybe we were telling the truth, and let 
us enter.  I was very concerned that we 
would lose our slot at the altar we were 
so late, or at least receive some stern 
words from the sacristans, but we were 
received graciously at the sacristy, and 
sent on our way into the great Basilica, 
the largest church in the world.  Saint 

Peter is more than three football fields 
long, and as you walk down the main 
aisle there are markings showing where 
other great cathedrals such as Notre 
Dame would fit inside.  Near the main 
altar, we descended stairs to the base-
ment level which is the original floor of 
the basilica built by Constantine seven-
teen centuries ago.

When the eastern bishops of the Unit-
ed States made their plans a few months 
earlier, we agreed to have a Syriac Lit-
urgy at the tomb of Saint Peter.  How 
wonderful it would be to hear the holy 
Qurbana sung in Aramaic, the very lan-
guage of Jesus himself, and of Saint Pe-
ter.  Unfortunately, Bishop Habash was 
unable to get help in Rome with singers 
and servers, and so on, so Bishop Mi-
kael Mouradian was able to arrange an 
Armenian Liturgy instead.  The priests 
and seminarians of the Armenian Col-
lege came to assist him.  Although 
many spectacular events of surpassing 
beauty occur in Saint Peter Basilica, the 
singing of the Armenian seminarians in 
the stone crypt was a real showstopper.  
People came from everywhere to find 
the source of the chanting.

Armenia has the honor of being the 
very first “Christian nation.”  If you look 

at their official national website today, 
they claim that Armenia is 99% Chris-
tian.  In addition to that honor, one and 
a half million Armenians were martyred 
at the end of World War One during 
the collapse of the Ottoman Empire.  
Bishop Mouradian preached an inspir-
ing sermon about our commitment as 
Christians at the tomb of the martyr, 
Peter, weaving in the sacrifices made by 
the Armenian people to preserve the 
Christian faith for almost 2000 years.

Rome is often called the “City of Mar-
tyrs.”  In addition to Saint Peter and 
Saint Paul, some of the greatest names 
in the history of the faith were mar-
tyred in the Eternal City.  Saint Agnes, 
Saint Cecilia—the patron saint of mu-
sic, Saint Sebastian, Saint Lawrence, 
Saint Anastasia, Saint Valentine, Saints 
John & Paul, and of course all the 
early popes, Saint Linus, Saint Anacle-
tus, Saint Clement, Saint Sixtus, and 
so on.  It’s interesting that women are 
represented equally with men in these 
early martyrologies of Rome.  After a 
hundred and fifty years of these perse-
cutions, in his great work Apologeticus, 
the North African theologian Tertul-
lian wrote to the emperor, “We flourish 
even more as often as you harvest us.  
The seed is the blood of Christians.”  He 
actually said it in Latin, “Plures effici-
mur, quotiens metimur a vobis.  Semen 
est sanguis Christianorum.”  People 
often paraphrase him as saying, “The 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
Church.”  Wikipedia actually misquotes 
his Latin, and that misquote is repeated 
all over the internet.

Some Christians died for the faith soon 
after Jesus, as we read in the Acts of the 
Apostles.  Saint Stephen first, and then 
the Apostle James.  Christianity was 
officially outlawed in Rome by an act 
of the Senate in the 30’s, but the great 
martyrdoms did not begin until Nero 
64 AD.  From July 18 till July 23 of 
64 AD a great fire consumed much of 
Rome.  The fire then reignited.  Tacitus 
says that out of the fourteen districts of 
Rome, “four remained uninjured, three 
were leveled to the ground, while in the 
other seven were left only a few shat-
tered half-burnt relics of houses.”  The 
fire began in the shops near the Circus 
Maximus between the Palatine Hill and 
the Caelian Hill.  Tacitus gives a de-
tailed description of the progress of the 
fire including this terrifying passage:  
“The blaze in its fury ran first through 
the level portions of the city, then rising 
to the hills, while it again devastated ev-
ery place below them, it outstripped all 
preventive measures; so rapid was the 
mischief and so completely at its mercy 
the city, with those narrow winding pas-
sages and irregular streets, which char-
acterized old Rome. Added to this were 
the wailings of terror-stricken women, 
the feebleness of age, the helpless in-
experience of childhood, the crowds 
who sought to save themselves or oth-
ers, dragging out the infirm or waiting 
for them, and by their hurry in the one 
case, by their delay in the other, ag-
gravating the confusion.  Often, while 
they looked behind them, they were 
intercepted by flames on their side or in 
their face.  Or if they reached a refuge 
close at hand, when this too was seized 
by the fire, 

I Lift up my Eyes
Pastoral Reflections of Bishop Kurt

Praying at the Tomb of Saint Peter
reprinted from August 2020

...continued on page 4

Il Vero Alfredo the original Alfredo’s Restaurant, as in Fettuccine Alfredo
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they found that, even places, which 
they had imagined to be remote, were 
involved in the same calamity.  At last, 
doubting what they should avoid or 
whither betake themselves, they crowd-
ed the streets or flung themselves down 
in the fields, while some who had lost 
their all, even their very daily bread, 
and others out of love for their kinsfolk, 
whom they had been unable to rescue, 
perished, though escape was open to 
them.  And no one dared to stop the 
mischief, because of incessant menaces 
from a number of persons who forbade 
the extinguishing of the flames, because 
again others openly hurled brands, and 
kept shouting that there was one who 
gave them authority, either seeking to 
plunder more freely, or obeying orders.”

Nero, who was away during the fire, 
took advantage of the empty space in 
the center of the city to build an exten-
sive palace, “in which the jewels and 
gold, long familiar objects, quite vulgar-
ized by our extravagance, were not so 
marvelous as the fields and lakes, with 
woods on one side to resemble a wil-
derness, and, on the other, open spaces 
and extensive views.”  This selfish act 
of Nero was so despised by the people 
that the entire palace was destroyed or 
buried after he was killed.

The rumor spread that Nero started 
the fire himself, and prevented its 
extinction, so that he could build his 
palace.  No matter how he used his 
power, he was unable to eradicate 
this rumor, so Tacitus tells us, “Con-
sequently, to get rid of the report, 
Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted 
the most exquisite tortures on a class 
hated for their abominations, called 
Christians by the populace.  Christus, 
from whom the name had its origin, 
suffered the extreme penalty during 
the reign of Tiberius at the hands of 
one of our procurators, Pontius Pila-
tus, and a most mischievous supersti-
tion, thus checked for the moment, 
again broke out not only in Judaea, 
the first source of the evil, but even 
in Rome, where all things hideous 
and shameful from every part of the 
world find their center and become 
popular.  Accordingly, an arrest was 
first made of all who pleaded guilty; 
then, upon their information, an im-
mense multitude was convicted, not 
so much of the crime of firing the 
city, as of hatred against mankind.  
Mockery of every sort was added to 
their deaths.  Covered with the skins 
of beasts, they were torn by dogs and 
perished, or were nailed to crosses, 

or were doomed to the flames and 
burnt, to serve as a nightly illumina-
tion, when daylight had expired.”

After our beautiful Armenian Liturgy 
at the tomb of the Apostle and Martyr 
Peter, it would have been enough for 
any day, but we still had meetings to 
attend.  We first went to the Congre-
gation for Clergy, which is in charge 
of many things to do with priests and 
deacons.  It supervises all the seminar-
ies in the world, for example, and is 
where an application is made if a priest 
or deacon asks to return to the lay 
state.  The Congregation cannot laicize 
anyone, but it submits the application 
to the Holy Father who does the deed 
himself.  Even though this Congrega-
tion is not generally concerned with 
our Eastern churches, if we do send 
an application for laicization, the East-
ern Congregation will send it to this 
other Congregation for processing.  
The Prefect is Cardinal Stella of whom 
you may have heard if you read Catho-
lic news.  He seems to be a very kind 
gentleman.  Since this Congregation is 
both in charge of laicization and also 
protecting clergy, it seems like it has 
conflict of interest in its mandate.

Next we headed to the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith at 11:30.  
It seemed like it was a long day already.  
The Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, or the CDF, is actually the 
oldest of all the Congregations.  In 
1542, Pope Paul III founded an insti-
tution to protect our ancient Christian 
teachings from the heresies sweeping 
Europe at the time, causing fights be-
tween Christians and even wars be-
tween nations.  It was originally called 
the Supreme Sacred Congregation of 
the Roman and Universal Inquisition.  
The Catholic Church is so concerned 
to always teach only true doctrine 
about the Christian faith that this con-
gregation stands out from the others.  
It used to be that the Pope himself was 
the prefect of this congregation, and 
in the old minutes of meetings you 
can read, for example, Pope Pius XII 
presiding and sharing in the theologi-
cal debates.  By the sixteen hundreds, 
the popes had given this congregation 
the dirty job of dealing with the worst 
crimes of clergy.  At first, the crime 
of using the confessional for sexual 
seduction was assigned to this con-
gregation.  Pope Gregory XV calls it 
“shameful and dishonorable conduct” 
in 1622.  More crimes were added over 
the centuries, and today it is the court 
that examines cases of the worst clergy 
crimes.  Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger 
was the prefect of the Congregation 
for almost 24 years before he became 
Pope Benedict XVI.  He was succeed-
ed by Cardinal Levada, the highest 
Vatican office ever held by an Ameri-
can.  According to some sources, it was 
Cardinal Ratzinger who read some of 
the abuse cases and began the task of 
cleaning up the Catholic Church.  He 
was so horrified by what he read that 
he wrote his famous meditations for 
Good Friday that were celebrated by 
the Pope that year at the Colosseum.  
When Pope Paul VI reformed the Ro-
man curia after Vatican II, he changed 
the CDF so that it has its own prefect 
now instead of the Pope.  Pope Francis 

has shaken things up there by appoint-
ing three women as consultors for the 
first time in history, and he added a tri-
bunal to try bishops who are accused 
of crimes in the Church.  Although 
the ancient Church had a process for 
removing bishops, there had been no 
process in the Catholic Church since 
Rome began its long process of cen-
tralizing all authority.  If you are ever 
accused of heresy, or if you are accused 
of clerical crimes, you might get a let-
ter from the CDF or the “Holy Office.”

It would be a betrayal of confidence 
to repeat some things that were said at 
some of these meetings, but I will tell 
you that the meeting at the CDF was a 
stormy one!  One of our eastern bish-
ops tried to tell them how frustrated 
we are in the United States with scan-
dals in the Church.

Well, Rome isn’t all boring meetings 
with Church officials or stormy ones.  
There are many beautiful churches to 
see and to pray at, many tombs of great 
saints.  Saint Monica’s tomb is in the 
church named after her son, Saint Au-
gustine.  Remember she prayed for so 
long for her son.  Saint Ambrose com-
forted her that so many prayers from a 
mother must be heard.  When I lived 
in Rome, I stopped in there every time 
I walked through the Campo Marzio 
and prayed at the tomb of Saint Moni-
ca for some ne’er-do-wells.  If you read 
really ancient history, you might recog-
nize the Campus Martius as the place 
where Romans organized to vote in 
their most important elections.  When 
I say they organized, I mean they had 
to line up according to various tribes 
and other social divisions.

Although there are over 900 churches 
in Rome (!), there are even more res-
taurants.  Some of the restaurants are 
famous in their own right.  For exam-
ple, La Carbonara on the Campo dei 
Fiori (Campus of Flowers), claims to 
be the first home of pasta carbonara.  
Others claim it was invented by coal 
miners, for obvious reasons.  Maybe 
it should be the official pasta of our 
eparchy.  We didn’t have time to visit 
restaurants during the ad limina, but I 
did walk by one near the tomb of the 
Emperor Augustus called Il Vero Al-
fredo, which means “the true Alfredo.”  
According to family history, Alfredo di 
Lelio began to work at a restaurant in 
Rome operated by his mother in 1892.  
Some 15 years later after his wife, Ines, 
gave birth to their first son, Armando, 
she was not recovering and had no 
appetite.  Alfredo wanted something 
enticing and nutritious and he invent-
ed “fettuccine al triplo burro” which 
means fettuccine with triple butter.  
He prepared wide pasta noodles (fet-
tuccine) with only butter and fresh 
parmesan cheese.  He told her to try it, 
and if she didn’t like it, he would eat it.  
She liked it so much she ate the whole 
dish.  The dish became popular all 
over the world and was called Fettuc-
cine all’Alfredo or simply Fettuccine 
Alfredo.  It seems to me that he could 
have named it Fettuccine alla Ines or 
Fettuccine all’Armando.  Alfredo was 
made a Knight of the Crown of Italy 
in recognition for his achievement.  I 
suppose if Alfred Nobel had been Ital-

ian instead of Swedish there would be 
a Nobel Prize for recipes and statues 
and singing and so on instead of those 
other things.

Alfredo sold his restaurant to two of 
the waiters during World War II.  In 
1950, Alfredo opened another restau-
rant with his son, Armando.  It seems 
that the restaurant that I walked by is 
that second restaurant on the Piazza 
Augusto Imperatore.  The two restau-
rants compete enthusiastically over 
the recipe in true Italian hyperbole.  
The second restaurant is named Il Vero 
Alfredo—The True Alfredo.  Many 
American recipes include other ingre-
dients such as cream and garlic and 
even chicken or seafood.  In Italy, the 
meat course is after the pasta course, 
so you would never find “chicken al-
fredo” or shrimp alfredo.”  The original 
Alfredo is just fettuccine with butter 
(triple butter) and fresh (not aged) 
parmesan cheese. 

Although we didn’t have time to go to 
restaurants, we were invited on Tues-
day evening for dinner at the Arme-
nian College.  The Armenian bishop 
for the United States, Mikael Moura-
dian, was eager to show us hospitality.  
In Rome, there are many restrictions 
on where you can drive and many one-
way streets.  It seemed to me that the 
bus driver was lost as he circled way up 
north around the Villa Borghese and 
then back down again near the Ameri-
can Embassy.  When he finally let us 
out, we really did get lost, walking all 
the way to the Piazza Barberini, and 
then circling back, and calling Bishop 
Mikael on a cell phone, and finally the 
Armenian seminarians had to come 
find us.  The Armenian College is lo-
cated at the Church of San Nicola da 
Tolentino, which was assigned to them 
by Pope Leo XIII in 1883.  You might 
think the church is named for Saint 
Nicholas of Myra, but in fact there 
is a Saint Nicholas of Tolentino.  He 
was an Italian friar who died in 1305.  
He was from Sant’Angelo in Pontano, 
but he had visions in which angels 
told him to move to Tolentino where 
he spent the rest of his life.  He was a 
famous preacher and confessor.  He 
avoided the heated Italian politics of 
the era, and dedicated himself to his 
sheep, especially the poor and crimi-
nals.  He became famous for some mi-
raculous cures.  He was so recognized 
by the people for his holiness that peti-
tions began soon for his canonization, 
and the was canonized in 1446.  One 
of the more entertaining stories about 
him is that he was once served fowl, 
even though he was a vegetarian.  He 
blessed the cooked bird and it imme-
diately flew out the window.  None of 
the food that was served to us at the 
Armenian College flew out the win-
dow that I saw, but the meal was very 
good. I really enjoyed the illuminated 
manuscripts on the wall.  One of those 
is pictured in this article.  We found 
our way back to the bus.  It seemed 
like three days’ worth of activity in one 
day, so we turned in and rested up for 
our next day of activities.

The Tomb of Saint Peter
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People You Know Around the Eparchy
In Hazleton...
15 years of service in the Lord’s vineyard

The faithful of Saint John the Baptist and Saint Mary Parishes in Hazleton, PA, 
would like to congratulate their priest, Father Eugene Hradil, on the fifteenth 

anniversary of his ordination to the Holy Priesthood on Bright Tuesday, April 2.  
Last year in September, Father Eugene and Pan’i celebrated their fifteenth mar-
riage anniversary.  During their marriage, they have been blessed with three chil-
dren (from oldest to youngest): Eugene, Anastasiia, and Sviatoslav. 

In the two years that Father Eugene and his family have been serving the Hazleton 
parishes, they have become good friends and have accomplished a lot together.  
Each one seems to have rediscovered what married priesthood is, remembering 
the married priests who served these parishes many years ago: it is possible to 
work for God, while not neglecting the family.  Nothing is impossible with God!

It is not necessary to talk about everything that has been done for and in the par-
ishes, other than to say, the parishes are alive.  Each parish should pray for its priest, 
support him and, together with him, testify to the whole world that we are a Chris-
tian family, and family members take care of each other.

The parishioners of Saint John and Saint Mary sincerely congratulate Father 
Yevhenii on the anniversary of his priestly ordination and ask for God's abundant 
grace for him and his family for many, many years.  Christos voskrese!

In Pittston...
Pysanky Class at Saint Michael Church

On the afternoon of Sunday, March 17, pysanky-making was 
the focus for a small group gathered at Saint Michael Church, 

Pittston, PA.  Everyone had a great time creating a design on a raw 
egg using kistka from Ukraine purchased specially for the class.  Not 
only did participants finish with a completed, blown-out egg, but 
with many smiles, supplies, and inspiration to do more!  Mary Anne 
Fedor, a pysanky artist from the parish, was the instructor.

In Roswell...
Thomas Sunday Festival

Each year the parishioners of Epiphany of Our Lord in Roswell, GA, celebrate 
Thomas Sunday with a Festival Picnic. Festivities began with an Easter Egg 

Hunt for the children, followed by a wonderful pot-luck meal and spit roasted 
lamb. There was an egg-breaking contest, a cake walk, ethnic dancing, and the abil-
ity to plant flower seeds to take home.
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Visiting New York City?
Come Worship With Us!
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church
Father Edward G. Cimbala, D.Min.—Pastor

246 East 15th Street, Manhattan, New York
212-677-0516

Sunday Divine Liturgy
10:00 AM

Online Church Singing Classes
offered by the

Metropolitan Cantor Institute
The Metropolitan Cantor Institute offers an online, 2-year program in 
church singing for both new and experienced cantors. Tuition is $75 for 
each eight-week class, which includes feedback to help you improve your 
singing and cantorial skills.  Initial classes on liturgy and church singing 
are free. For details: https://mci.archpitt.org/classes or call Deacon 
Jeffrey Mierzejewski at (412) 735-1676.  Classes are offered at no 
charge to qualified students from any parish with no current cantor.

Eastern Catholic Life
New Subscription Rate

Beginning July 1, 2024, the Eastern Catholic Life subscrip-
tion rate will increase to $20.00.  There has not been a rate 

increase since March of 2013, and in that time postage rates 
have increased several times, as has the cost 

of production.

Father (Lieutenant Colonel) Francis 
Rella, pastor of Our Lady of Per-

petual Help Church in Toms River, NJ, 
has been transferred into the United 
States Air Force Reserve from the New 
Jersey Air National Guard.  He will 
serve as Augmentee to the Wing Chap-
lain at F. E. Warren Air Force Base in 
Cheyenne, Wyoming.  Father Rella was 
most recently decorated for his active-
duty service during the pandemic and 
received the Meritorious Service Medal 
(2 Oak Leaf Clusters), the Humani-
tarian Service Medal, and the Armed 

Forces Reserve Medal (3 Mobilization 
Devices).  Additional decorations were 
received for his most recent wartime 
deployment overseas for the defeat of 
ISIS, where he served as sole Catholic 
Chaplain in the area of operation, that 
included the Air and Space Commen-
dation Medal (1 Oak Leaf Cluster), the 
Army Achievement Medal, the Air and 
Space Expeditionary Service Ribbon 
with Gold Border (1 Oak Leaf Clus-
ter), and the Air and Space Outstand-
ing Unit Award (2 Oak Leaf Clusters).  
With permission and support of Bishop 

Kurt, Father Rella is endorsed by the 
Archdiocese for the Military Services, 
where he also serves as Chaplain for 
the Civil Air Patrol, Coast Guard Aux-
iliary, and Court Expert for the Matri-
monial Tribunal.  Father Rella’s daugh-
ters, Rose and Maria, both serve in the 
Air Force as Public Affairs Specialists, 
and Pan’i Tammy Rella is a former Air 
Force Captain and served in the Nurs-
ing Corps.  Father Rella began as a 
United States Marine and also served 
in the Navy Reserve, Army Reserve, 
and Army National Guard with a career 

spanning six decades and five separate 
military branches.

Eparchial Priest is Transferred to the United 
States Air Force Reserve

   
 
Traveling to the Pocono’s?  Visi4ng Kalahari Water Park? 
Come Worship With Us At: 
St Nicholas of Myra Byzan4ne Catholic Church 
2121 Commerce St (Commerce St & Rt 940) 
Pocono Summit, Pa 
Divine Liturgy Schedule: 
Pascha-Oct 31st Sat 5 PM/Sun 10 AM 
Nov 1st-Pascha  Sat 4 PM/Sun 10 AM 
Eve of Holydays 6 PM 
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Epiphany of our Lord
Byzantine Catholic Mission
Serving suburban Washington, DC, northern Montgomery County 
and the city of Frederick, MD
Join us for Divine Liturgy: Visit our website for schedule

Epiphany of our Lord Byzantine Catholic Mission 
9301 Warfield Road, Gaithersburg, MD  20882

Questions?  Contact us at 703-573-3986

w w w . e o l m i s s i o n . c o m

Life, Love, and the Human Person
By Ann M. Koshute, MTS

The Temptation to Grasp
Have among yourselves the same attitude 
that is also yours in Christ Jesus, Who, 
though He was in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God something to be 
grasped. Philippians 2:5-6

Most of my subject matter for this 
column is the fruit of my own 

spiritual struggles, written as much for 
me as for anyone reading it.  Over the 
years I’ve occasionally written about 
the very personal struggle with infertil-
ity in my marriage.  The fact that one-
in-five married couples carry this cross 
is reason enough to talk about it.  Even 
if infertility doesn’t impact you person-
ally, it is likely that a family member or 
friend has had difficulty conceiving, 
suffered the loss of a child (or children) 
during pregnancy, or has never con-
ceived.  You should know that these 
couples are in our pews, worshipping 
with us every week, and they often suf-
fer silently.  Some of them may be older, 
passed childbearing, yet their hearts 
still hold some grief for an unfulfilled 
desire.

Regardless of the circumstance, the 
cross of infertility is heavy and can 
cause feelings of shame, sadness, jeal-
ousy, anger, and isolation.  Just as Si-
mon of Cyrene helped Jesus carry His 
Cross, infertility’s cross is carried by 
husband and wife, each taking turns as 
a “Simon” to ease the other’s burden.  
As Christians, Jesus invites us to offer 
our shoulders to help others bearing 
a heavy weight, or simply to stand in 
solidarity at the foot of another’s cross.  
It’s uncomfortable but acknowledging 
another’s suffering and being willing to 
meet him/her in that pain is a powerful 
statement of love.

I felt that introduction was necessary 
because the subject of this column is 

fraught with emotion, political over-
tones, and may directly touch some of 
your families.  I didn’t intend to write 
about this, but my husband urged me to 
do it, and he is right.  In-vitro fertiliza-
tion (IVF) is a fertility treatment that 
has been available for decades, but has 
recently become a battleground in poli-
tics, and in the war between the Culture 
of Life and the Culture of Death.  It’s a 
sensitive topic, but one that must be 
understood by us all.

In brief, IVF is a medical process 
whereby a child is created in a labora-
tory utilizing the sperm and eggs of 
a couple desiring children.  There are 
situations in which donor materials are 
used, or when single people and same-
sex couples make use of this technology 
but, for now, I’m only speaking of Cath-
olic/Christian married couples who are 
unable to conceive naturally.  The hus-
band’s sperm is obtained through mas-
turbation, and the wife’s eggs are “har-
vested” after she’s given medications 
to hyper-ovulate (so that many more 
eggs than she would release monthly 
become available).  A technician fer-
tilizes sperm and eggs in a lab, and the 
embryos created undergo genetic test-
ing to determine their suitability for im-
plantation.  Those with genetic anoma-
lies, or with any characteristics deemed 
undesirable, are discarded.  Many more 
embryos than will ever be implanted 
are created so that they can be screened, 
and parents will have them available to 
“design” their family size.  Embryos not 
immediately implanted are frozen by 
cryopreservation temporarily – or in-
definitely.  Sometimes several embryos 
are implanted at once, in the hopes that 
at least one will “take” and be carried 
to term.  If more than one embryo im-
plants, the couple may be asked if they 
wish to undergo a “pregnancy reduc-

tion”, meaning that some of those chil-
dren would be aborted.

This is a very simplistic description of 
IVF, but it’s important to know these 
basic facts, especially because IVF is in 
the news.  A client of an Alabama IVF 
clinic got into the freezer where the 
embryos were stored, and several were 
destroyed.  This is not the same as the 
power going off in your at-home freez-
er, resulting in melted ice cream and 
spoiled meat.  These embryos were lives 
lost, the most innocent and vulnerable 
among us; created outside the loving 
embrace of their parents, waiting for a 
technician to impregnate their moth-
ers, or be left in suspended animation 
forever.  While it has become fuel to the 
fire of the political and culture wars, the 
ethical and moral implications of IVF 
transcend politics and tribalism.  IVF 
and similar artificial reproductive tech-
nologies (ART) go to the root of who 
we are as creatures made by God – not 
our own creators.

In this election year and an already 
divided nation, IVF has become a ral-
lying point for those radically in favor 
of abortion.  If embryos imprisoned in 
freezers are human persons and clinics 
can be held liable for their deaths (as in 
the Alabama case), the argument for 
abortion even at the earliest stages of 
life is at risk.  Sadly, the justification for 
procedures like IVF is being made on 
behalf of people like my husband and 
me.  It is supposed that Keith and I – 
and countless other couples in our po-
sition – should not be made to bear the 
terrible weight of infertility; should not 
be denied the right to a child.  But chil-
dren are gifts, not rights.  Couples like 
us who feel the pain of this unfulfilled 
desire do not need our crosses ripped 
from us; we need Simons.  We need to be 

reminded that being fruitful is not lim-
ited to physical fertility, that our mar-
riages are good and have the capacity to 
give life, in our extended families, our 
parish, our community, and the world.

If you were conceived by means of IVF, 
please know that God loves you, that 
you are a gift, and you bear no respon-
sibility in your coming to be. If you 
conceived children through IVF know 
that, although this was not how God 
intends to co-create with us, He loves 
you.  I must truthfully say that IVF is 
gravely sinful, yet many Catholics do 
not even know how serious an offense it 
is.  There is no statute of limitations on 
a conversion of heart and repentance, 
so seek God’s mercy in Confession, and 
be at peace knowing that your children 
are loved by Him.

In my most painful moments of yearn-
ing, I felt desperate.  I would be lying if 
I said IVF never crossed my mind.  By 
God’s grace I know that my marriage is 
miracle and a gift.  I treasure Keith’s love, 
respect the gift of our marital embrace, 
and the fruitfulness God is bringing 
forth from it in unexpected ways.  Our 
marriage, and others like it, are signs 
of contradiction and witnesses to the 
good of this Holy Mystery – and the 
giftedness of every child.  Only by God’s 
grace can any of us resist the temptation 
toward grasping for equality with Him, 
taking by force the role of creator.  In-
stead, let’s hold open our hands, not so 
we can grasp for what we want, but to 
receive from God gifts for our good.

If you or someone you know struggles 
with infertility, or is considering IVF or 
other ART, let’s connect: ann@spring-
sinthedesert.org.  Or visit www.spring-
sinthedesert.org for information and 
support.     

EASTERN CATHOLIC LIFE
(USPS 165-600) (ISSN 0894-9786)

Official Publication of the 
Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic

Subscription Rate: $15.00 per year.

News and Photo Services: 
Member of the Catholic Press Associa-
tion of America.

Published monthly by the 
Eastern Catholic Press Association

445 Lackawanna Avenue 
Woodland Park, NJ 07424  
Phone: 973-890-7777 
Fax:  973-890-7175

Postage paid at Little Falls, NJ, and ad-
ditional office at Bellmawr, NJ.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to: 
Eastern Catholic Life  
445 Lackawanna Avenue 
Woodland Park, NJ 07424

Most Reverend Bishop Kurt Burnette 
President and Publisher 
Father James Badeaux, Editor 
Father Ronald Hatton, Associate Editor 

Father Lewis Rabayda, Layout Editor 
Mrs. Maureen French, Circulation Editor 
(mfrench@eparchyofpassaic.com)

E-Mail us at: 
ECL@eparchyofpassaic.com
Eparchial Website: 
www.Eparchyof Passaic.com



Page 8	 Eastern Catholic Life	 MAY 2024

The Byzantine Liturgy
By Archpriest David Petras, SEOD

The Celebration of Marriage

Glory to Jesus Christ!

My dear friends,

Last year I wrote to you about the horrific escalation of the war in Ukraine, and things there are no better, as you 
know.  In fact, the war is ten years old, but only escalated recently.  The people from the region of our mother 
church in Transcarpathia are mercifully spared the direct artillery and missiles but are by no means spared from 
injury and death.  The men from that area have been on the front lines for many years, and every week our own 
Bishop there buries young men who leave behind their mothers and fathers, their grandparents, their young 
wives, and their now fatherless children.  I don’t know how Bishop Nil can continue doing these funerals!  Please 
pray for these poor people!

At least I can report to you that our Eparchy has been generous according to our small size with helping the ref-
ugees.  When I visited, they showed me a laundromat created by Catholic Charities.  We might not think about 
that, that the refugees have no way to do laundry.  It is staffed by volunteers, so the refugees drop off their 
clothes and then get them back cleaned, dried, and folded.  Then they added a nice coffee bar for them to wait 
at, and then a children’s play area.  I asked for a list of things for donors, and they gave me a short list of washing 
machines, dryers, and generators, so I just sent a check later from your donations.  However, the priest who is 
head of Catholic Charities also asked for about $150,000.00 for a new building.  If you would like to buy a building 
for Catholic Charities there, just contact me and we will figure it out.

This year I am sharing with you one of the most beloved icons in our Eparchy of Passaic, the large icon of the 
Mother of God that is in the vestibule of the Pastoral Center in Woodland Park.  The icon is by the indefatigable 
and vivacious Christina Dochwat who also supplied the icons and icon screens of so many of our parishes.  She 
also remodeled the entire chapel at our Seminary in Pittsburgh.  In 1974, she created our stunning and sublime 
chapel at the Basilica of the National Shrine in Washington DC.  Next year we will meet there to celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the creation of our mother diocese in the United States, the Exarchy of Munhall (now the 
Archeparchy of Pittsburgh).  In 2014, I had the honor to meet her at the fortieth anniversary of the Chapel.  
Because we were one of the first ones at the Basilica, I think we have the largest chapel, and everyone else is 
fighting for space there now.  It is undoubtedly one of the most beautiful.  At that time, I was able to ask her 
about the large icon at our Pastoral Center.  She said it was sitting in her workshop when Bishop Dudick visited.  
He must have just finished building the Pastoral Center in 1986 because he said, “I have the perfect place for 
that icon.”  Mary has been watching over us ever since.  No matter what reason someone enters our offices, they 
always feel spiritually uplifted when they see their Mother hovering over them, and they know they are loved 
by her and by her Divine Son.

With more inflation this year, I cannot ask everyone for money.  If you would like to help me with my work, please 
pray for me and for your priests and for our bishops in Europe.  Please only send money if you can afford it and 
have extra after your needs.

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF PASSAIC 
2023 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

Please pledge online at eparchyofpassaic.com
or mail check payable to Eparchy of Passaic 

in the envelope provided.

As challenges continue to affect us, please take
 care of yourself, your family and your parish first.

q $2,500.00        q  $1,000.00       q  $500.00

q  $250.00 _________     q  Other $__________

   q  full payment enclosed
   q  first payment enclosed, bill me for 4 additional payments

 The 2023 Bishop’s Appeal will run through the end of our fiscal year,  June 2024. 
Contributions received prior to December 31, 2023, will count toward your 

2023 tax year. Acknowledgement letter will be mailed prior to January 31, 2024.

New Address or Correction

Name: _________________________________________
Street: _________________________________________
City, State, Zip: __________________________________
Parish: _________________________________________

Marriage is universal to humanity, 
to all religions and even to non-

believers.  It is a commitment of two 
people to one another.  Its function in 
human history is to stabilize family life; 
provide for the procreation of the hu-
man race; foster love; and the proper 
raising of children.  As an institution, 
it precedes the establishment of the 
Church.  Therefore, it is both a secular 
institution and a sacramental mystery 
of the Church.  As a secular institution, 
it takes a variety of forms.  People often 
use a simple ceremony before a state of-
ficial.  They promise faithfulness to one 
another; exchange rings; and then, the 
witnessing official pronounces them 
married.  The culture of marriage focus-
es attention on the partners, and people 
say, “it is their day”.  Those entering mar-
riage, therefore, often like to individual-
ize their weddings, writing their own 
vows, choosing exotic locations, and 
having lavish banquets.  Many choose 
to have a wedding blessed in church, 
and some Christian churches allow a 
freer form of celebration.  The Catholic 
Church and the Orthodox Church have 
a formal rite, though Roman Catholics 
may allow more options for celebration 
than the Eastern Churches.

There is more to a church ritual than 
people are often aware of.  It is trans-
formed into a sacrament by being taken 
up into God’s life, becoming not only 
human love but a particular manifesta-
tion of God’s love for his people, main-
taining its natural purpose but adding 

to it the grace of God for our sanctifi-
cation and deification.  Schmemann 
writes: “Here is the whole point.  As 
long as we visualize marriage as the 
concern of those alone who are being 
married, as something that happens 
to them and not to the whole Church, 
and, therefore, to the world itself, we 
shall never understand the truly sac-
ramental meaning of marriage”.  (For 
the Life of the World.  Saint Vladimir’s 
Seminary Press.)  In Scripture, from 
creation, “a man leaves his father and 
mother and clings to his wife, and the 
two of them become one body” (Gen-
esis 2:24).  Jesus was to teach, “Have 
you not read that from the beginning 
the Creator ‘made them male and fe-
male’ and said, ‘For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and 
be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh?”  Because they are 
so united, therefore, what God has 
joined together, no human being must 
separate” (Matthew 19:4-6).  Usually, 
the Church locates the foundation of 
marriage as a sacramental mystery in 
Jesus’ blessing of the marriage in Cana 
of Galilee ( John 2:1-11).  Saint Paul, 
also quoting Genesis reflects, “This is a 
great mystery, but I speak in reference 
to Christ and the church” (Ephesians 
5:32).  In the Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches, then, a blessing of the minis-
ter celebrating the rite is essential.

In the United States, certain rituals are 
expected in cultural marriages from 
the Western tradition, either secular or 

religious.  There is expected to be for-
mal wedding clothes, the procession 
of the bride to the altar, usually led by 
her father or his substitute and given 
to the groom.  The minister will ask if 
they commit themselves to each other, 
and the answer is usually, “I do”.  Rings 
are exchanged and this is conceived as 
the act of marriage of the couple.  This 
is followed by the pronouncement of 
the official or minister, and a kiss ex-
changed between the newlyweds.  The 
Roman Catholic Church has most of 
the rituals of the ordinary American 
marriage, because, of course, the secu-
lar marriages themselves have appro-
priated much of the church rite.  The 
Byzantine rite, however, is quite dif-
ferent: the bride and groom process to 
before the altar (sanctuary) led by the 
priest.  There is no exchange of vows or 
rings.  The priest crowns the couple and 
blesses them.  Ideally, the marriage rite 
is sealed by Holy Communion, but this 
is frequently omitted because one of 
the couple may not be in communion 
with the Church.  At the same time, the 
couple may want to have some of the 
practices of the Western culture includ-
ed, and pastors and church authorities 
have sometimes allowed this.

Because of the ritual, some see a funda-
mental theological difference between 
the East and the West.  In the Roman 
Church, the priest is the witness of the 
marriage, which can also be done by a 
deacon.  Since, in the Byzantine rite, a 
deacon cannot bless, marriage requires 

the ministry of the priest.  Because of 
the difference in the rite, there is also a 
difference in how the two Churches see 
the structure of marriage.  For the Ro-
man Church, the essential act of mar-
riage is the exchange of vows, and there-
fore identifies the ministers of marriage 
as the man and woman themselves.  In 
the Byzantine rite, there is no exchange 
of vows, and the essential rite is the 
blessing of marriage by the priest in 
the form of the crowning of the couple.  
The reality, however, is that the form 
of marriage itself is the same:  there is 
first the consent of the couple, which 
is a part of the ritual in Church in the 
West, but which, in the East, is assumed 
to exist before the actual service and, 
secondly, there is the blessing of the 
Church upon the matrimonial union.  
Because the consent of the couple is 
done in Church, in the Roman Church, 
it has been made the center of the rite, 
and especially since Vatican II, which 
sought to affirm more strongly the role 
of laypeople in the Church.  Without a 
rite of consent in the Byzantine Church 
rite, the blessing of the priest is more 
important.  The reality of both East and 
West is that, in faith, marriage is now a 
holy state, in which the two are joined 
together not only by their own love for 
each other, but also in the love of God 
for his people.     
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Basking in the glory of the Paschal 
Season; having ventured the course 

of the Great Fast and Holy Week; com-
ing to know the joy and hope of the 
Resurrection; fervently singing and 
exclaiming “Christ is Risen!” for forty 
days; we say it so much that perhaps we 
may lose sight as to why the idea that 
“Christ is risen!” is indeed such a big 
deal.  During Christmas, for instance, 
Christ is such a “big deal” to the extent 
that so many exclaim emphatically that 
“Jesus is the reason for the season” in an 
attempt to “keep Christ in Christmas”; 
but at Easter, maybe not so much.  Why 
is that?  Well, I have a couple  of theo-
ries.

Firstly, it is far easier to paint an image 
(figuratively) for people of a cute little 
baby, wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger, and saying that it is 
through the birth and innocence of a 
child that salvation is gifted to us.  This 
is cozy, nice, and makes people feel at 
ease, to an extent.  On the other hand, 
it’s a hard pill to swallow to explain that, 
well, Jesus Christ, the coeternal Word of 
God the Father, who became incarnate 
through the Virgin Mary, was set up in 
a kangaroo court and was brutally mur-
dered via state-sanctioned execution at 
the hands of His own creation so that, 
by the shedding of His own blood, He 
can redeem said creation from the curse 
of death that had befallen them through 
the sin of Adam.

The second one, that’s a little difficult, 
now, isn’t it?  If we look, however, to 
the Gospel of John, read at the Divine 
Liturgy of Pascha, we find a far more 
elegant explanation.  Moreso, we see 
that the intimate connection between 

Christ as Agent of Creation and Redeem-
er of Mankind not only makes a ton of 
sense, but it speaks volumes as to ex-
actly why the fact that “Christ is risen!” 
means so very much.

In what is known as the Prologue of the 
Gospel of John, the opening verses state 
the following about the Word of God.

In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.  He was in the beginning with 
God; all things were made through 
him, and without Him was not any-
thing made that was made.  In Him was 
life, and the life was the light of men.  
The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. [vv.1-5]

This passage establishes the divinity of 
Jesus Christ as the coeternal Word of 
God; a hypostasis of the Indivisible Trin-
ity.   To simplify it quite a bit, the Word 
(in Greek, Logos) is the proper term for 
the “Son of God” as He is in His Divine 
(non-incarnate) Nature.  A hypostasis 
is a very technical term that essentially 
defines something as a fundamental 
reality that supports the existence and 
sustenance of all things.  This is what 
we refer to commonly as a “Person” of 
the Trinity.  So, in the Trinity, there are 
three coeternal fundamental realities 
supporting all things: the Father, the 
Son, the Holy Spirit; three Hypostases 
in one God – “one in essence and un-
divided.”  Or rather, it would be more 
fitting to say that there are three fun-
damental realities to all existence (cre-
ation): Father, Word, and Spirit.  So, 
what does this have to do with the Faith 
and salvation? Everything!

The key phrase is In the beginning [ John 
1:1], so, let’s and take a look at the 
opening verses of the Book of Genesis.

In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth.  The earth was 
without form and void, and darkness 
was upon the face of the deep; and the 
Spirit of God was moving over the face 
of the waters.  And God said, “Let there 
be light”; and there was light. [vv.1-3]

So, in the beginning was God (and 
nothing else).  We know and define 
God as Trinity – three hypostases in 
one God – as stated above.  We are 
then witness to the action of the Trin-
ity, or rather, the fundamental reality 
supporting all things at the very mo-
ment of creation. It is important to note 
here that the Greek word for “spirit” 
pneuma, also means “breath”.  So, there 
is massive word play going on here, and 
throughout Scripture, that is all but lost 
in English. The Spirit of God moving 
upon the water is God breathing upon 
it (think of the liturgical action of the 
priest at the blessing of water for bap-
tisms and on Theophany).  Then God 
SAYS, “Let there be light.”

There we have it: God the Father (Mind 
– “cause of all things”), thought the 
Word (Agent of Creation), by the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit (Breath of Life), 
brings all things from nonexistence 
into being.  From the coeternal and 
indivisible Trinity, all things find their 
fundamental reality.  So, when we say 
that the “Father gave His only-begotten 
Son for our salvation,” what we are re-
ally saying is the Logos (the Word), the 
very Agent of Creation took on flesh and 
became man [cf. John 1:14] so that 

those who are dead in Adam might be 
brought to life in Him [to quote the 
Anaphora Prayer of Saint Basil].  Our 
very being brought to eternal life was 
accomplished through the sacrifice of 
the Word Made Flesh, to the extent that 
even the darkness of death could not 
overcome the Light that is the Life of 
men, as is made known by the Resur-
rection.  Now, we see that Word, Light, 
Life, and Salvation are all intimately 
connected and are the fundamental 
reality of all things, being rooted in the 
Trinity and the very moment of cre-
ation.

By virtue of our baptism, we become 
one with Christ, such that His suffer-
ing is our suffering, and our suffering 
is His.  His death is ours, but also His 
Resurrection, His Glory, His Eternal 
Life become ours.  This is what we tes-
tify when we exclaim “Christ is Risen!”

So, when we say “Christ is Risen!”, we 
are, in reality, saying all I have outlined 
above.  Obviously, it’s easier to simply 
say “Christ is Risen!”  So do just that!  
Simply shout, “Christ is Risen!” from 
the top of your lungs and know that 
what you are doing is affirming that the 
Light shines in the darkness, and that 
darkness cannot overcome it. 

CHRIST IS RISEN!     

Priestly Reflections
Father Paul Varchola West

"In the Beginning was the Word"
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Seasonal Reflections
Father Ronald Hatton

Heavenly King, Comforter

Searching the Scriptures
Father Jack Custer, S.S.L., S.T.D.

The Paraclete

“We celebrate Pentecost and the 
coming of the Spirit, and the 

time appointed for the promise, and the 
fulfillment of hope.  How great is this 
mystery?  It is both exceedingly great 
and most venerable.  Wherefore, we cry 
out to You: O Creator of all, glory be to 
You!”

“The Holy Spirit provides all things; 
He gushes forth prophecy; He perfects 
the priesthood; He has taught wisdom 
to the illiterate.  He has shown forth 
the fishermen as theologians. He holds 
together the whole institution of the 
Church.  Wherefore, O Comforter, one 
in essence and throne with the Father 
and the Son, glory be to You!”

These are a couple of hymns for the 
Vespers of the Feast of the Pentecost, 
which we celebrate this month.  They 
celebrate the role of the Holy Spirit in 
the world and in our lives.  In our East-
ern Church, all who are baptized are 
also sealed with the Holy Spirit in our 
Chrismation, and thus have the third 
Person of the Holy Trinity living within 
us.  This is no small thing to be ignored 
or neglected.  With our Chrismation, 
we become, once again, the children of 
God.  And as children of God, we can 
attain to all things that He has prepared 
for us in His Kingdom.  There is now 

a unity between us that was not there 
before.  The Holy Apostle Paul tells the 
Corinthians: “But he who is united to 
the Lord becomes one spirit with Him” 
(I Cor. 6:17).  And again, “For by one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and all were made to drink of one Spir-
it” (I Cor. 12: 13).

These verses tell us something pro-
found.  First, by our sealing in the Holy 
Spirit, we become one spirit with God.  
In a mystical way, we find union with 
God.  We are, somehow, one with Him.  
I am sure theologians can tell you how 
this exists in our lives, but for this re-
flection, let us suffice with seeing that 
we are one with Him, and through our 
abiding in Him, we become His chil-
dren by grace.  John’s Gospel is replete 
with verses about how we must abide in 
Him.  “He who eats My flesh and drinks 
My blood abides in Me, and I in him” 
(6: 56).  “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As 
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in Me.  I am the 
vine, you are the branches.  He who 
abides in Me, and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from Me you 
can do nothing.  If a man does not abide 
in me, he is cast forth as a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, 

thrown into the fire and burned.  If you 
abide in Me, and My words abide in 
you, ask whatever you will, and it shall 
be done for you.  By this My Father is 
glorified, that you bear much fruit, and 
so prove to be My disciples.  As the 
Father has loved Me, so have I loved 
you; abide in My love.  If you keep My 
commandments, you will abide in My 
love, just as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and abide in His love.  
These things I have spoken to you, that 
My joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full” (15: 4-11).

The second fact is that, as a result of the 
first, there is now a unity between each 
of us who has been sealed in the Holy 
Spirit.  We abide with Christ because 
He is the vine and we are the branches.  
Though individuals in the Church, we 
are one in the Body, and as a result, we 
live and share our life in the Church, in 
the parish, and we should take heed of 
what Jesus tells us about having life–be-
ing one of the branches–only as long as 
we abide in Him, and we should heed 
the words of St. Paul who says in his 
first letter to the Corinthians: “As it is, 
there are many parts, yet one body.  The 
eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no 
need of you,’ nor again the head to the 
feet, ‘I have no need of you.’  On the 
contrary, the parts of the body which 

seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
and those parts of the body which we 
think less honorable we invest with the 
greater honor, and our unpresentable 
parts are treated with greater modesty, 
which our more presentable parts do 
not require.  But God has so composed 
the body, giving the greater honor to 
the inferior part, that there may be no 
discord in the body, but that the mem-
bers may have the same care for one an-
other.  If one member suffers, all suffer 
together; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together.  Now you are the body 
of Christ and individually members of 
it” (I Cor. 12-20-27).

We celebrate the Feast of the Pentecost 
by dressing the church with greenery, 
and clothing the priests, servers, and al-
tars in green, symbolizing this new life 
with the coming of the Holy Spirit into 
our lives.  But even more, we should 
celebrate this feast with the realization 
that we now can attain union with God 
and with one another!  We should make 
it a priority to live our lives as sons and 
daughters of God, and to make our rela-
tionship to one another more than just 
a coincidence of parish membership 
but instead a bonding in the Holy Spirit 
that abides in us.     

In His long table talk at the Last Sup-
per, when Jesus promised to send the 

Holy Spirit to His Apostles, He called 
the Spirit a Paraclete ( John 14:16-17).  
This rare Greek word parakletos literally 
means someone who is called to our 
side.  It is often translated “Advocate” 
or “Helper”; the Slavonic translation 
utišitel’ is better translated “comforter” 
or “consoler”.  All of these translations 
imply a difficult situation in which help, 
defense, or consolation would be need-
ed.

Actually, Jesus calls the Spirit “another 
Paraclete”; the first Paraclete is Jesus 
Himself.  The only other time this word 
occurs in the New Testament is at 1 
John 2:1-2: “My dear children, I write 
this to you so that you will not sin.  But 
if anybody does sin, we have an advo-
cate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the 
Righteous One.  He is the atoning sac-
rifice for our sins, and not only for ours 

but also for the sins of the whole world”. 
Saint John describes Jesus’ pleading 
before the Father on our behalf like a 
defense attorney or a witness for the 
defense.  Behind this image lies the fact 
that Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross atoned 
for the sins of all mankind once and for 
all.

As “another Paraclete”, the Holy Spirit 
also intercedes for us before the Fa-
ther: “In the same way, the Spirit helps 
us in our weakness.  We do not know 
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us through word-
less groans.  And He who searches our 
hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for God’s 
people in accordance with the will of 
God” (Romans 8:26-27).

Jesus knew that His disciples would suf-
fer persecution for their preaching of 
the Good News and would also need an 

advocate here on earth.  Early on in His 
ministry, He told them, “But when they 
arrest you, do not worry about what to 
say or how to say it.  At that time, you 
will be given what to say, for it will not 
be you speaking, but the Spirit of your 
Father speaking through you” (Mat-
thew 10:19-20).

We see this promise realized in Saint 
Stephen, one of the seven original dea-
cons and the first martyr for the Gos-
pel.  His fearless preaching in a syna-
gogue, inspired by the Holy Spirit, got 
him arrested and hauled before the 
Jewish court, the Sanhedrin (Acts 6:8-
15).  There, filled with the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 7:55) he gave a lengthy speech, 
reviewing the whole history of Israel, 
culminating in the death of Jesus (Acts 
7: 2-53).

Paul and Silas, beaten and imprisoned 
for preaching the Gospel in Philippi 
(northeastern Greece), offer another 
example.  They are spending the night 
“praying and singing hymns to God” 
(Acts 16:25) when an earthquake sets 
them free.  Instead of running, they re-
main, prevent their jailer’s suicide, and 

bring his whole household to faith in 
Christ.  Here we see Paul doing what 
he prescribes for all Christians: “be 
filled with the Spirit, addressing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiri-
tual songs, singing and making melody 
to the Lord with all your heart, always 
and for everything giving thanks in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God 
the Father” (Ephesians 5:18-20).

We should be careful not to trivialize 
the consolation the Holy Spirit offers.  
For life’s ordinary troubles, bumps, and 
bruises, we should be cultivating the 
Spirit’s gifts of fortitude (Isaiah 11:2) 
and “fruits of the Spirit” like patience 
and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23).  
We can expect to experience the advo-
cacy and consolation of the Holy Spirit 
when we risk standing out and speaking 
up for the Good News of Christ and for 
His Church.     
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School of Prayer
Father G. Scott Boghossian

The Hell There Is!

Biblical Principles of Money & Possessions
By Father Michael J. Salnicky

The Roadmap to Metanoia

All who faithfully follow Jesus 
Christ have a glorious future in 

store: the joy and bliss of eternal life 
in the kingdom of heaven.  But there is 
also a dreadful destiny for those who 
“do not know God and who do not 
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 
Thess. 1:8). Yes, there is a hell.

Our Lord Jesus Christ warns us of hell.  
“Do not fear him who can destroy the 
body, but fear Him who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell” (Mt. 10:28).  
“[W]hoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be li-
able to the hell of fire” (Mt. 5:22).  “It is 
better for you to enter life with one eye 
than with two eyes to be thrown into 
the hell of fire” (Mt. 18:9).  “[H]ow are 
you to escape being sentenced to hell?” 
(Mt. 23:33).  “Depart from me, you 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels” (Mt. 25:41).  
“[T]hese will go away into eternal pun-
ishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life” (Mt. 25:46).

Saint Paul the Apostle describes hell 
as “the punishment of eternal destruc-
tion, away from the presence of the 
Lord and from the glory of His might” 
(2 Thess. 1:9).  Saint Jude says that the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 

serves “as an example by undergoing a 
punishment of eternal fire” (1:7).  Saint 
John’s Revelation warns of “the lake of 
fire and brimstone “(Rev. 19:20) where 
the beast, the false prophet, the devil, 
sinners, and all those whose “name 
was not found written in the book of 
life” (Rev. 20:15) “will be tormented 
day and night forever and ever” (Rev. 
20:10).

The Desert Fathers meditated on the 
reality of hell.  Evagrius of Pontus, as 
recorded in Benedicta Ward’s Sayings 
of the Desert Fathers, says, “Remember 
also what happens in hell and think 
about the state of the souls down there, 
their painful silence, their most bitter 
groanings, their fear, their strife, their 
waiting.  Think of their grief without 
end and the tears their souls shed eter-
nally… Consider the fate kept for sin-
ners, their shame before the face of 
God and the angels and archangels and 
all men, that is to say, the punishments, 
the eternal fire, worms that rest not, the 
darkness, gnashing of teeth, fear, and 
supplications” (Ward, 63).

In his Homily on Matthew 43, Saint 
John Chrysostom describes hell: “It is 
a sea of fire — not a sea of the kind or 

dimensions we know here, but much 
larger and fiercer, with waves made of 
fire, fire of a strange and fearsome kind.  
There is a great abyss there, in fact, of 
terrible flames, and one can see fire 
rushing about on all sides like some 
wild animal. … There will be no one 
who can resist, no one who can escape: 
Christ’s gentle, peaceful face will be no-
where to be seen.”

About preaching on hell, Chrysostom 
says, “This is a burdensome message; it 
does upset the man who hears it. I know 
because I feel it myself. I am disturbed 
by it; it makes me quake.  The clearer 
the proofs I find of this message of hell, 
the more I tremble and melt with fear.  
But I have to proclaim it so that we may 
not fall into hell.”

Our Byzantine Liturgical texts often 
speak of hell.  During the Vespers of 
Meatfare Sunday, we pray, “I weep and 
lament when I think of the outer dark-
ness and eternal fire together with Ha-
des, the worm that consumes, and the 
gnashing of teeth, the unceasing grief 
that falls upon those who have sinned 
without measure, and those who have 
provoked You to anger, O God most-
good.  Alas, among these sinners I am 

first.  But in your great mercy, O Judge, 
save me.”

The official teaching of the Catholic 
Church affirms the fearful reality of 
hell.  “The teaching of the Church af-
firms the existence of hell and its eter-
nity.  Immediately after death the souls 
of those who die in a state of mortal sin 
descend into hell, where they suffer the 
punishments of hell, ‘eternal fire.’  The 
chief punishment of hell is eternal sepa-
ration from God, in whom alone man 
can possess the life and happiness for 
which he was created and for which he 
longs” (CCC 1035).

May the thought of hell instill in us a 
holy fear of God, serve as an urgent in-
centive to repent of all known sin, lead 
us to the Holy Sacrament of Confes-
sion, cause us to truly cherish the mes-
sage of the Cross, and grant us enthu-
siasm for evangelism, world missions, 
and ceaseless prayer for the salvation of 
souls.

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for dying on the 
Cross to save us from hell.  The biblical 
and Catholic doctrine of hell is a truth 
that we neglect to our own detriment.  
Hell is real.  The hell there is!     

Our theology teaches us that God 
became man (in Jesus Christ) so 

that man can become like God: loving, 
forgiving, and generous.  The term for 
this in our Byzantine Catholic Church 
is metanoia-a change of heart!  God 
works with us using situations and illus-
trations that most affect us. He wants a 
change of heart and direction to occur 
in our lives.  Here are some rules that 
Jesus taught:

•	 Love God with all that you are, 
then everything else falls into 
place.

•	 Love others by putting them be-
fore ourselves.

•	 Nothing is more important than 
the Kingdom of God, and that 
Kingdom while you are here on 
earth is within you: it is freedom 
from oppression; a healing and 
wholeness; a hope, peace, joy, and 
contentment!

•	 Don’t love money for you cannot 
serve God and money.  The key 
is this: control your money; don’t 
allow it to control you (and this 
happens when you incur needless 
debt).

•	 Don’t worry about earthly needs—
trust God to provide but be a good 
steward of His gifts.

•	 Spiritual greatness is achieved 
through serving others and being 
humble.

•	 Losing your soul to gain the world 
isn’t worth it—choosing Jesus re-
quires that we live differently than 
the world and society: we think 
differently, we talk differently, we 
respond differently, we love differ-
ently, we forgive differently, and we 
are generous differently.

•	 If you want forgiveness, first you 
must give it—forgiving others 
and releasing them from a type of 
bondage to you actually frees you 
to have peace and to enjoy your life 
in contentment.

•	 Religion, piety, or “spiritualness” 
alone doesn’t make you holy.  Jesus 
knew that living selfishly is not the 
way to have life.  He demonstrated 
this when He denied Himself and 
gave His life on the cross to redeem 
and save us.  Denying ourselves 
means that we choose what God 
says, not what we or others say; we 

choose God’s ways, not our way; 
we choose what’s right, not what’s 
easy or convenient.  We choose 
God’s Will, imitating the example 
of the Most Pure Theotokos and 
Ever-Virgin Mary, the Most Holy 
Mother of God, who totally and 
perfectly accepted and lived that 
Will.  When we deny ourselves, 
we may lose relationships or 

opportunities, but in the end, we 
will have real life in Christ.  Re-
member: “piety” is thinking about 
God—“holiness” is thinking like 
God—a loving, forgiving, and 
generous God!  It’s time to strive to 
become “holy”!

Glory to Jesus Christ!     

Carpathian Village
Saint Nicholas Shrine
802 Snow Hill Road, Cresco, PA 18326-7810
Tel (570) 595-3265 - Cell (570) 650-3252
Email: carpathianvillage@earthlink.net
Father Michael J. Salnicky, Director

Carpathian Village is presently taking reservations for group 
retreats, ski weekends, family vacations, day of recollection 
weekends, parish or group picnics, and private retreats. To 

schedule your event or for more information call or email Fr Michael.
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Events Scheduled as of October 1, 2022: 

 
2023 Eparchial Events 

 

“Eparchial Teen Rally 2023” Thursday June 22nd thru Sunday June 25th 
Camp Director Fr. Andrej Dumnich 

 

“Altar Server Retreat Congress 2023” Sunday July 16th thru Thursday July 20th  
Camp Director Rev. Deacon Stephen Russo 

 

“Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage 2023”  Sunday August 6th  
Pilgrimage Co-Ordinator Very Rev. Michael Salnicky 

 

“Family Weekend Retreat Camp 2023” Friday August 11th thru Sunday August 13th  
Camp Director/Retreat Master Fr. Andrej Dumnich 

 
2023 Parish Events 

 

“Annual Philippian Fast Teen Retreat”  
Friday November 18th thru Sunday November 20th  

St Ann’s ECF, Harrisburg PA 
 

“Teen Ski Retreat Weekend”  
Friday January 13th thru Monday January 16th   

St Ann’s ECF, Harrisburg PA 
 

“Teen Ski Retreat Weekend”  
Friday February 17th thru Monday February 20th    

St Ann’s ECF, Harrisburg PA 
 

“Annual Great Fast Teen Retreat”  
Friday March 17th thru Sunday March 19th   

St Ann’s ECF, Harrisburg PA 
 

2024 Eparchial Summer Camps
All Camps will be held at The Carpathian Village

July 14-18: Camp Theotokos, Girls Camp—open to girls ages 6-17
July 21-25 : Altar Server Congress—ages 6-17

Aug 11-15: Pre-teen Co-ed Camp—boys and girls ages 6-12
*Registration forms for the Camps can be found at 

https://www.eparchyofpassaic.com under Youth and Young Adult Ministries
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Upcoming Eparchial and Parish Events
May, 2024
5	 Sunday of the Man Born Blind
	 Sixth Paschal Sunday
9	 Holy Ascension of Our Lord 

Holyday of Obligation
12	 Sunday of the Fathers of the First 

Ecumenical Council 
Seventh Paschal Sunday * Mother's Day

18	 Fifth All Souls’ Saturday
19	 Pentecost
	 The Descent of the Holy Spirit
20	 Pentecost Monday
	 Simple Holyday
26	 Sunday of All Saints
27	 Beginning of the Apostles’ Fast 

Memorial Day—Chancery Closed
	 Minor Fast before Feast of Saints Peter&Paul

Eastern Catholic Life
Circulation Department 
445 Lackawanna Avenue 
Woodland Park, NJ 07424

Next Issue: 
June, 2024 

Copy Deadline: 
May 17, 2024

The current issue of the ECL 
was printed at Evergreen 

Printing, Bellmawr, NJ, and 
was distributed from the 

U.S. Post Office via second 
class mailing in 
Bellmawr, NJ.

The Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic 
subscribes to the

Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People
adopted by the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops. The Eparchy, within all its parishes, institutions and 
programs, is committed to assuring a safe environment in 

ministry for its children and young people that conforms to 
Charter requirements. For further information regarding the 

Eparchial Safe Environment Program please contact:

Father David J. Baratelli, Ed.S., M.Div. 
Safe Environment Program Coordinator • 732-280-2682

Dr. Maureen Daddona, Ph.D. 
Victim’s Assistance Coordinator • 516-623-6456

June, 2024
24	 Nativity of John the Forerunner 

Solemn Holyday
29	 Holy, Glorious, and Illustrious Apostles
	 Peter and Paul
	 Holyday of Obligation

Visiting The 
Myrtle Beach 

Area This 
Summer?
Blessed Basil Hopko 

Byzantine Catholic Mission
3059 SC Highway 90

Conway, SC
All Liturgies will start at 10 AM.
Follow us on Facebook for any 

schedule changes.

New Building arriving in 
2024

h t t p s : / / a r c h p i t t . o r g / b y z a n - t e e n - y o u t h - r a l l y - 2 0 2 4 /


