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2024 BisHOP'S
APPEAL BEGINS

Glory to Jesus Christ!
My dear friends,

Is there anything more beautiful than an icon of the Mother of God? In our Heri-
tage Center, we have many such treasures, both simple and complex. The most an-
cient icon seems to be the famous “Hodogitria Icon” which means “Points the Way
Icon”. It shows Mary pointing with her right arm at Jesus who is in her left arm.
The icon is so ancient and venerable that most later icons keep her and her right
arm in the exact same position, even if there are other changes. Even in the famous
Perpetual Help Icon, in which she is holding the hands of little Jesus, the artist did
not meddle with the shape and position of her right hand. The icon in our Heritage
Center that caught my eye this year is the most simple of all. It has only Mary, the
Mother of God, with her right hand pointing, but instead of the child Jesus in her
hand, it is a scroll with elaborate calligraphy in Old Church Slavonic. The text in
Slavonic says, “Lord, great in mercy, Lord Jesus Christ, Lord and my God, incline
your ear.” Her prayer is an echo of the Psalm of David her royal ancestor, “O Lord,
incline Your ear and hear me, for I am poor and needy.” Ps 85(86):1. It might also
be an echo of the Psalm verse that we traditionally apply to our Lady, “Listen O
daughter, and consider, and incline your ear, forget your people and your father’s
house. Let the King be enthralled by your beauty. Honor Him , for he is your Lord.”
Psalm 44(45):10. In either case, the Mother of God is interceding for us, asking
the most high God to bend down to earth and listen to our prayers.

I was certainly enthralled by the subtle and sublime beauty of this icon. As you
know, we often depict the Mother of God with a blue tunic and red cloak to sym-
bolize that she is a human being (blue) who puts on a divine nature (red for fire).
Jesus is often depicted with a red tunic and a blue cloak to symbolize that He is a
divine being (red fire) who puts on a human nature. The rich red of her cloak in
this icon seems deep beyond the wood of the icon, while the veil on her head is a
delicate intimate shade of rose.

This year I travelled again to war ravaged eastern Europe, first for the consecration
of our new Metropolitan in Presov, and then again for the consecration of our new
Bishop of our Mother Church. Both men are monks or religious order priests. The
former from a traditional monastery, and the latter from a new religious order that
reaches out to the youth and the poor. It seems like I traveled more in the last two
years than the rest of my life put together. It was a joy to travel to Florida for the
100th birthday party of one of our parishioners!

If you would like to help me in my work as your Bishop, I ask you to participate in
this year’s Bishop’s Appeal. It would be wonderful if everyone makes some contri-
bution. As my own mother used to quote, “God will not be outdone in generosity.”
I have tithed my whole life, because I was taught so by my parents, and God has
always been more generous to me than I to Him. This year, we hired a new cat-
echetical director and a new media coordinator to help us “Preach the Good News
to all nations”. We also have new young priests joining us with their families. Please
consider making a gift to help with my work. May God bless you and your loved
ones abundantly throughout the year.

Your brother in Christ,

+Bishop Kurt Burnette

PoPE FRANCIS APPOINTS NEW BISHOP FOR THE EPARCHY OF THE HoOLY

PROTECTION OF MARY OF PHOENIX

ope Francis has appointed Father
Artur Bubnevych as Bishop of the
Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Holy
Protection of Mary of Phoenix, Ari-
zona. Bishop-elect Artur is a priest of

graduated from Uzhorod Greek Cath-
olic Seminary of Blessed Theodore
Romzha in 1998. He was ordained to
the subdiaconate in January 1999 in the
Eparchy of Mukachevo in Ukraine. In

Holy Protection of Mary Byzantine
Catholic Eparchy of Phoenix and cur-
rently serves as pastor of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Byzantine Church in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. The ap-
pointment was publicized in Wash-
ington, DC, on November 8, 2024, by
Cardinal Christophe Pierre, apostolic
nuncio to the United States.

Bishop-elect Artur was born on June
22, 1975, in Perechin, Ukraine. He
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2001, he earned a licentiate of sacred
theology from the International Theo-
logica Institute for studies of marriage
and family in Austria. In 2013, Bishop-
elect Artur was invited to the Eparchy
of Phoenix where he was ordained to
the diaconate in March 2014 and or-
dained to the priesthood on September
14,2014

Bishop-elect Artur has served as pas-
tor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in
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Albuquerque, New Mexico, since 2014.
He has also held positions within the
eparchy, including member of the In-
ter Eparchial Youth and Young Adult
Commission (May 2018 - present)
and member of the Eparchial Vocation
Board (January 2023 - present).

The Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of
Holy Protection of Mary ministers to
2,537 Catholics of the Byzantine-Ru-
thenian Church in the states of Cali-
fornia, Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
Nevada, Arizona, Utah, Wyoming,
Montana, Colorado, New Mexico,
Alaska, and Hawai'i.
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Father Paul Varchola West

nd beginning with Moses and all

he prophets, he interpreted to
them in all the scriptures the things
concerning himself. So, they drew near
to the village to which they were going.
He appeared to be going further, but
they constrained him, saying, “Stay with
us, for it is toward evening and the day
is now far spent.” So, he went in to stay
with them. When he was at table with
them, he took the bread and blessed,
and broke it, and gave it to them. And
their eyes were opened, and they recog-
nized him; and he vanished out of their
sight. They said to each other, “Did not
our hearts burn within us while he talk-
ed to us on the road, while he opened
to us the scriptures?” And they rose that
same hour and returned to Jerusalem;
and they found the eleven gathered to-
gether and those who were with them,
who said, “The Lord has risen indeed,
and has appeared to Simon!” Then they
told what had happened on the road,
and how he was known to them in the
breaking of the bread. — Luke 24:27-35

Indeed, our hearts were burning within
us with the love of Jesus Christ while at
the serene and picturesque grounds of
the San Alfonso Retreat Center located
in Long Branch, NJ. From September
23-26, the presbyters of the Eparchy of
Passaic traveled far and wide to congre-
gate for the annual retreat — four days
dedicated to prayer, spiritual nourish-
ment, rest, fraternity, and, of course,

food.

Nestled on the Jersey Shore, the retreat
house affords many blessings we priests
look forward to each year. Whether itis
the fresh ocean air, time spent walking
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on the beach, the calming sound of the
waves crashing upon the shore, the qui-
etness of the chapel space, or the still-
ness of the monastic house, these bless-
ings help set the scene for a time spent
truly resting in the Lord. While we are
blessed every year, this year we were
overly and abundantly blessed to have a
very special retreat master: the Bishop
+Robert (Pipta), Bishop of Parma!

Bishop Robert addresses the priests.

Freshly returned from a visit to Rome,
Bishop +Robert led the priests of our
eparchy in an extremely prayerful and
Scripture-filled retreat inspired by the
experience and insights he has gained
over the first year of his episcopacy.
Keeping us “in the season” so to speak,
the central theme of the retreat was
the Gospel of Luke (and the Acts of
the Apostles), highlighting the vari-
ous pastoral, ministerial, and spiritual
lessons contained within. Among the
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Jubilarians: Father Stephen Galuschik (10yrs), Father James G. Hayer, Bishop Kurt, Bishop
Robert, Father Ronald Barusefski, Father Michael Kerestes (all 35 years)

many significant topics brought forth,
Bishop +Robert spoke to us on prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving, as well as the
myriads of variations stemming from
them, reminding us that we, as priests,
are models for our people. Through
these discussions, he reminded us of
the important role our personal health
and spiritual wellness play in regard
to the living out of our vocations to
the priesthood and the core tenets of
Christianity.

Seamlessly moving from the confer-
ence room to the chapel, Bishop +Rob-
ert prayed all the liturgical services with
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Bishop +Robert of the Eparchy of Parma
gives the homily.

character, bolstering Bishop +Robert’s
words, invigorating us priestly servants
of Jesus Christ. With Bishops +Kurt
and +Robert celebrating together and
sharing preaching responsibilities, we
were undoubtedly left with much to
ponder and many lessons that we could
take away and implement in various as-
pects of our parochial ministry.

Of the many beautiful and prayer-
ful moments that made this retreat so
memorable, there are also moments of
levity that always highlight the retreat
as a time that we priests truly enjoy
each other’s company as brothers in

Priests of the eparchy listen to the retreat master.

us and preached at the Divine Liturgy
on the first full day of the retreat, which
celebrated the ordination anniversaries
of several priests, including our own
high priestly servant Bishop +Kurt!
Having two bishops presiding at all our
liturgical services was a wonderful sight
and a true blessing. A spirit of service
and devotion permeated all the services
that were prayed — the Akathist to the
Theotokos, Parastas, Morning Prayer,
Divine Liturgy — each with its own

Christ. One of the nights of the retreat,
we always have a pizza night. This year,
several “unconventional” topping com-
bos were purchased. Bishop +Kurt,
extremely happy about this, asked the
group, “Has anyone here ever had a piz-
za called ‘Angry Grandma’?” Without
skipping a beat, I exclaimed, “No - but

1”

it can’t be as bad as an ‘Irate Baba

Personally, this retreat was very signifi-
cant for me as Bishop +Robert was the

Jubilarians: Father John Basarab, Bishop Kurt, Bishop Robert
Father James Caroll, Father Taras Lovska
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Father Michael Salnicky chants the Epistle

Below: Father Steven Galuschik incenses the
faithful at the Liturgy

seminary rector during the four years I
was in seminary. Fittingly enough, he
gave this retreat just as I realized that I
have been ordained to the priesthood
as long as I was in seminary. Hearing
the bishop’s words was an excellent re-
minder for me and caused me to reflect
on my formation, evaluating where I
am succeeding, and where I need to
improve. For me, this retreat was also
a four-day crash course reminder of my
seminary formation!

I leave you with the same words that
Bishop +Robert left us as we departed
from retreat, renewed and reinvigo-
rated, the fire of Christ burning in our
hearts.
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When they had finished breakfast, Je-
sus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of
John, do you love me more than these?”
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; you know
that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed
my lambs” A second time he said to
him, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; you
know that I love you.” He said to him,
“Tend my sheep” He said to him the
third time, “Simon, son of John, do you
love me?” Peter was grieved because
He said to him the third time, “Do you
love me?” And he said to Him, “Lord,
you know everything; you know that I
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my
sheep” —John 21:15-17

Father Lewis Rabayda chants the Epistle

Below: Father Ronald Barusefski
chants the Gospel
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The Byrantine Catholic
Metropolitan Archeparchy of Pittsburgh

Office of the Archbishop
66 Riverview Avense  Pittsburgh PA 15214

CHL 2023 1 =0000 Phone
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Preparations are underway for our Church — Bishops, Clergy, Monastics, Religious, and
Laity - to come together in Assembly next year - from July 16-20, 2025. The gathering

will convene at St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church in Whiting, Indiana under the name
and calling, “Come let us worship and bow before Christ”

Worship of the Lord includes our personal prayer and our liturgical prayer life. It is
reflected in our relationships with each other and in the ways we live our faith as
Byzantine Catholics of the Metropalitan Church of Pittsburgh.

The goal of the Assembly is to together discern ways to live our worship of Christ today
in a real and practical manner while learning from the past and looking to the future. The
Assembly will include formal presentations, interviews, panel discussion and round table
exercises.

Special emphasis will be given to the distinctive contributions Byzantine Catholic have
made to their Metropolitan Church.

The Assembly is a time to celebrate the unigue contributions of each region and
Eparchy while at the same time acknowledging the unity of the Byzantine Catholic
Church in North America.

More information will appear in your parish bulletins and online at the Assembly website:
byzantineassembly.org

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

e — v/
'f'ufi{'_/é!m} C 5%"‘%4&.,
Most Reverend William C. Skurla, D. D.
Metropolitan Archbishop of Pittsburgh
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EPARCHY OF PASSAIC ANNUAL DEACON RETREAT

By Deacon John Reed, Epiphany of Our Lord, Roswell, Georgia

he 2024 Annual Retreat for the Eparchy of Pas-

saic’s deacons, deacon candidates, and those in
minor orders was held the weekend of November 1-3,
2024, at Immaculate Conception Seminary in Hun-
tington, NY. Joined by Bishop Kurt, Father Nicholas
Daddona, Director of the Diaconate, 17 deacons, 1
subdeacon, and 2 candidates made the trip along with
the wives of 4 of the deacons.

The retreat master was Monsignor Thomas Caserta, a
senior priest of the Diocese of Brooklyn and Professor
of Theology at Saint John’s University Queens, NY.
Monsignor Caserta has served as an associate pastor,
youth retreat director and, for more than 22 years, as
director of spiritual formation at his diocese’s semi-
nary college. Monsignor is a well sought-out speaker

Monsignor Caserta, Retreat Master, prays with the clergy

retreat master, who gives talks to priests, deacons,
and laity at retreats and conferences all across the US.
Monsignor Caserta is no stranger to the Eparchy of
Passaic. He has a long strong love for the beauty of
Christian East, and holds bi-ritual faculties and pro-
vides assistance in the New York area to our parishes.

Monsignor Caserta opened the series of conferences
with a quote from the Gospel of Saint Matthew: “The
Kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls” (Mt 13:45). With a strong emphasis on the
writings of Saint Isaac the Syrian, a bulwark of Eastern
Christian spirituality, Monsignor Caserta explored
three spiritual pearls: the pearls of prayer, stillness,
and solitude.

Bishop Kurt opens his hands for the praying of the Our Father

1

Eparchial deacons share some conversation
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Monsignor Caserta, Retreat Master

In addition to the three spiritual enrichment talks de-
livered by Monsignor Caserta, the deacons received
their annual safe-environment refresher training. The
days were also punctuated by coming together to pray
the Divine Office. On Saturday evening, the deacons
prayed the Office of Holy Oil and received sacramen-
tal anointing. On Sunday, the Divine Liturgy was
celebrated by Bishop Kurt, with Monsignor Caserta
delivering the homily. In addition to the various di-
vine services celebrated together, ample time was also
allotted for private prayer and meditation in the cam-
pus’s many beautiful chapels and among the beauty of
the campus’s extensive grounds.
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Deacons hold the Gospel Book over the faithful while Bishop
Kurt prays during the Office of Holy Oil.
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Eparchial deacons, deacon candidates, and wives share some conversation with Father Nick Daddona Bishop Kurt Anoints Deacon Szewczyk
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Bishop Kurt talks with the deacons and their spouses

Visting the Carolinas?

Divine Liturgy on Saturdays @ 4:00pm

Location: St. Philip Neri Catholic Church Ministry Center, 292 Munn Rd.,
Fort Mill, SC 29715 (minutes from I-77)

Check out the Email: petromissionfortmill@gmail.com

Facebook: Petro Oros Byzantine Catholic Mission of Fort Mill SC

Petro Oros Byzantine WWW.CAROLINABYZANTINE.COM

Catholic Mission

Serving Charlotte metro & upstate
South Carolina

VOICE LESSONS

Mn@ywrm for more confident musical
parﬁmaﬁm mjim:glﬁi

ONLINE CHURCH SINGING CLASSES BY
METROPOLITAN CANTOR INSTITUTE

The Metropolitan Cantor Institute offers an online, 2-year
program in church singing for both new and experienced
cantors. Tuition is $75 for each eight-week class, which
includes feedback to help you improve your singing and canto-
rial skills. Initial classes on liturgy and church singing are free.
For details: https://mci.archpitt.org/classes or call Deacon
Jeffrey Mierzejewski at (412) 735-1676. Classes are offered at no

tﬁmj 2203479
charge to qualified students from any parish with no current cantor. andrewskitko@gmail.com
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HiGHLIGHTS OF THE 90TH PILGRIMAGE IN HONOR OF
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP

Uniontown, PA
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Glory to Jesus Christ!

Dear Friends,

Sixty years ago, Julie Andrews strode through the Austrian Alps singing, “The hills are alive with
the sound of music.” Today, we sisters sing: “The Mount is alive with the sound of Pilgrims.”

What an amazing Pilgrimage! Your prayers, presence, and magnificent singing filled Mt. St.
Macrina once again and will fuel its engine until Labor Day weekend next year.

You traveled from near and far via plane, car, camper, or perhaps via computer. However you
experienced this year’s Otpust, we hope and pray that you came away from our 90" Pilgrimage
with a renewed heart and spirit and that Our Lord and His Mother, Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, give you the comfort and strength needed for the coming year.

Thank you for your participation, your prayers, and your support. We cannot begin to express
what your presence means to the Sisters who call Mt. St. Macrina our home.

As we remove the tents, store the benches, and take stock of everything else, we can't help but
feel the anticipation for the 91 Pilgrimage, which will be here before we know it. We'll be
waiting for you!

May the Theotokos, Our Mother, walk with you every step of the journey, and may She be
your ever-present Intercessor before the throne of her Son.

Gratefully in the Lord,

%;w h‘%«mh%w%o S

Sister Susan Sisko, OSBM
Provincial
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LIFE, LOVE, AND THE HUMAN PERSON

By Ann M. Koshute, MTS

JusT A LITTLE LENT

very year it feels like the holi-

day season starts earlier and ear-
lier. With Hallmark Christmas movie
marathons in July, and peanut butter
pumpkins next to the checkout before
Labor Day is over, it’s easy to get so far
ahead of ourselves that when the holi-
days arrive, we almost miss them. We
can barely finish the Christmas turkey
before retailers begin advertising post-
holiday sales, and all the Christmas
cheer is over before we know it. This
is what happens when holidays like
Christmas — and even Thanksgiving,
a day to be grateful for our blessings
and share time with family and friends
— become materialistic, secular celebra-
tions. There’s nothing wrong with gift-
giving and social gatherings, but it’s so
easy to get caught up in the busyness
and hype that we can forget the “reason
for the season.”

Thankfully, our Church gives us the
opportunity to hop off the holiday
treadmill (even for just a few moments
each day) to refocus our gaze on Christ
because, after all, it’s His Nativity for
which we’re preparing. Each year, the
Church invites us into this time of prep-
aration and gives us the tools to navi-
gate it. In the West, this time is called
Advent and begins on the first Sunday
in December. In the East, however, the
preparation for Jesus’ Nativity starts
much earlier, on November 15, the day
after the feast of Saint Philip. Known
as the Philip’s Fast, this time mirrors the
Great Fast (our spiritual preparation
for Pascha) but with less intensity. The

Philip’s Fast also lasts forty days (end-
ing on Christmas Eve), and during this
time the faithful are called to the same
practices as the Great Fast: prayer, fast-
ing, and almsgiving. For this reason,
the Philip’s Fast is often called “the
little Lent,” and we may forget about
it and its importance in preparing us
for the coming of our Savior. If we're
not called to the more rigorous sacri-
ficial offerings of the Great Fast, what
changes (spiritually and concretely)
can we make to ready ourselves for Je-
sus’ birth? They can be simpler — and
more meaningful — than we think.

During the Great Fast, we are called
to make sacrificial offerings through
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. We're
given specific dietary restrictions, a
more intensive liturgical schedule that
includes services we don’t find out-
side this time, and we are encouraged
to give up small pleasures to take the
focus off self and direct it toward God
and others. Forty days of such intensity
can become exhausting (we all know
the feeling!), which is why this little
Lent feels less burdensome — and why
it sometimes gets lost amid shopping,
cooking, and family gatherings. This
year I invite all of us to follow the guid-
ance of the Church and our pastors, but
to also be creative, asking God to show
us how He wants us to prepare the way
for Jesus.

Prayer: This one often feels most dif-
ficult, because it requires intentionality
and a sense of discipline. We might be-

gin simply with the Liturgy, trying to be
more present as we pray with our com-
munity, perhaps even arriving a little
earlier, or staying for a few extra min-
utes after the closing hymn, for quiet
prayer. From there we might expand
our practice by attending any addi-
tional services at the parish and trying
to live liturgically at home. If you don’t
already have one, set up a prayer corner
in your home. Incorporate some of
the prayers from matins in your morn-
ing routine — or add prayers from ves-
pers or compline at night. Praying the
Psalms is a wonderful way to connect
our present experience to those who
waited for God’s promised redemption
to be fulfilled. Whatever you choose to
do, the idea is not to rack up a certain
number of “prayer points.” God wants
a relationship with you and me, and the
Philip’s Fast is a reminder of just how
far He will go to show us how much He
loves us.

Fasting: This one is often confusing,
especially during Great Lent, because
there are fairly strict regulations for
fasting, but also ways of fasting by Tra-
dition that we may or may not choose
to follow. During Philip’s Fast we are
bound, as always, to abstain from meat
on Fridays, but that doesn’t mean we
can’t do a little more. Sacrificing the
gingerbread latte or not sampling the
Christmas cookies are little “fasts” that
can help us direct our hunger toward
Christ. But fasting isn’t limited to food.
We can fast from criticism or judging
others, gossiping, and the temptation

toward curiosity about others and their
behavior. Fasting from being quick
tempered, and indulging in acts of for-
giveness, can spiritually shape us to be
more like God.

Almsgiving: Charitable giving is im-
portant year-round, because there are
always people in need. In tough eco-
nomic times we can let almsgiving
slide, because we may be just getting
by ourselves. Giving alms should be a
little risky, and just slightly uncomfort-
able. That discomfort reminds us that
everything we have is a gift from God,
and He is the one on whom we must
rely. Even so, some of us may truly be
in a position of great need ourselves,
and financial sacrifices are already be-
ing made to care for ourselves and our
families. Whether or not that’s the
case, we can all take a more creative ap-
proach to almsgiving. The alms of time
are often more valuable than money,
because so many are emotionally and
spiritually poor because they lack fam-
ily support or friendships. Those alms
of our time may extend to our own fam-
ilies, who may be “robbed” of it through
the distractions of social media or other
screen time. We may find other creative
alms to give that don’t involve our wal-
lets: prayers for the souls of the dead,
attention to another when we'd rather
be left alone, and alms of patience and
understanding.

Jesus is coming!
ready for Him and make the most of
your “little Lent?” ECL

How will you get
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By Archpriest David Petras, SEOD

THE DYNAMICS OF MARRIAGE

Our faith is that marriage is a sac-
ramental mystery of the Church.
In the theology of both the Eastern and
Western Churches, marriage has been
recognized as one of the seven sacra-
ments. This comes certainly from Saint
Paul’s description in the Letter to the
Ephesians, where he compares God’s
love for his people to the love of mar-
riage: “’For this reason a man shall leave
his father and his mother and be joined
to his wife, and the two shall become
one flesh! This is a great mystery, but
I speak in reference to Christ and the
church” (5:31-32). The whole history
of our salvation by God’s love has been
described as a wedding: “For the wed-
ding day of the Lamb has come, his
bride has made herself ready” (Rev-
elation 19:7). Marriage is a sacrament
then because it is not only the indi-
vidual human love of one man and one
woman, but a true reflection of God’s
infinite and eternal love He has for His
creation.

Sometimes we speak about marriage
only as the ritual ceremony that marks
this union. More often than not, the
wedding ceremony is a big event is the
couple’s life: the rite in Church, the re-
ception that follows, the wedding gar-
ments, the speeches and dances, the
food and drink are the host of traditions
that surround the occasion. However,
marriage is, of course, more than the
events of that one day. It is a relation-
ship that is to last for the rest of the
couple’s life. In the rite itself, the priest
prays, “Grant to your servants (here
they are mentioned by name) a peace-

ful life and length of days, chastity, love
for one another in the bond of peace, a
long-lived posterity, happiness in their
children, and the unfading crown of
glory,” and “[J]oin them in oneness of
mind, crown them in love, unite them
in one flesh, give them fruit of the
womb and the enjoyment of good chil-
dren.” Due to human weakness, howev-
er, not all are able to make that life-time
commitment. In America, 43% of first
marriages end in divorce, and the most
common reason for failure is infidelity.
The average length of these failed mar-
riages is eight years. The divorce rate
of second and third marriages is even
greater. 'The challenge to us today, as
has always been the case in the Church,
is how to make marriage an enduring
reality in the lives of people called to
this commitment.

We start by looking at Saint Paul’s Let-
ter to the Ephesians Chapter 5, which
is the Epistle usually read at the mar-
riage liturgy. Here Saint Paul gives the
instruction, “Be subordinate to one
another out of reverence for Christ.
Wives should be subordinate to their
husbands as to the Lord. For the hus-
band is head of his wife just as Christ is
head of the church, he himself the sav-
ior of the body” (vv. 21-23). He then
adds, addressing the man, “Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ loved
the church and handed himself over
for her” (v. 25). This passage is contro-
versial in the present culture, because
it seems to affirm the subordination of
the woman to the man. Some continue
to maintain subordination as a practice,

Visiting New York City?
Come Worship With Us!

Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church
Father Edward G. Cimbala, D.Min.—Pastor

246 East 15th Street, Manhattan, New York

212-677-0516

Sunday Divine Liturgy
10:00 AM

while others say that society now rec-
ognizes a greater equality. We should,
however, be aware of two realities: 1)
the truth that the advice of Saint Paul
does come from a society and culture of
many centuries ago, and 2) this advice
must be seen in the whole context of
the Gospel of our Lord.

One of the most important teachings of
our Lord was the importance of service
to one another. Jesus was quite clear
that we are not to be tyrants. This was
his teaching to James and John: “You
know that those who are recognized
as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their great ones make their
authority over them felt. But it shall
not be so among you. Rather, whoever
wishes to be great among you will be
your servant; whoever wishes to be first
amongyouwill be the slave ofall” (Mark
10:42-45). This certainly applies to the
marriage community as well, and in this
Saint Paul teaches clearly: “Be subordi-
nate to one another out of reverence for
Christ” (Ephesians 5:21). Clearly, he
was not preaching slavery of the wife
to the husband, but mutual love and
respect. While the character of some
men makes them acts like tyrants, there
are also women who accept this passage
and still dominate their husbands. This
does not lead to happiness in marriage.

What we see in Saint Paul’s letter is a
comparison between God’s love and

NOVEMBER 2024

the love in marriage. No human be-
ing can love another with the love that
God has for His people. Marriage can
succeed only with God’s help, by the
power of His grace which He offers to
creatures made in His image. Marriage
is a blessing for the couple if it is lived
on the model of our Lord and His peo-
ple, the Church. The wife respects her
husband, who loves her in the way of
Christ. Saint Paul explains, “Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ loved
the church and handed himself over
for her,” (Ephesians 5:25) and “hus-
bands should love their wives as their
own bodies. He who loves his wife
loves himself” (v. 28). If the husband
has a selfish love, rooted in his own ego,
and not like Jesus’ love, then the wife is
under no obligation to serve him. The
teacher of Origen, an early Father of the
Church, wrote that “a husband’s trust-
worthiness, reliability, self-control and
love of others that are to characterize a
Christian’s relations with outsiders are
also to be exhibited to his wife” (David
W. T. Brattston). In our days, the pas-
sage on love found in Saint Paul’s first
letter to the Corinthians is sometimes
chosen: “Love is patient, love is kind. It
is not jealous, love is not pompous, it is
not inflated, it is not rude, it does not
seek its own interests, it is not quick-
tempered, it does not brood over in-
jury, it does not rejoice over wrongdo-
ing but rejoices with the truth. It bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things” (1 Corinthi-
ans 13:4-7). Though Saint Paul meant
this for the love all Christians should
have for one another and not only for
marriages, it is also good advice for
making marriage work. ECL
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SEASONAL REFLECTIONS

Father Ronald Hatton

Page 9

It seems to me that October has, more
and more, turned into a season of
darkness. On TV, in the secular world,
the entire month is given over to the
devil. It is all about scary movies and
TV shows. For an entire month now, a
local Roman Catholic parish has been
advertising a fundraiser called “The
Forest of Fear” Hallowe’en parties with
scary, frightening, and grotesque cos-
tumes are the centerpiece of the month.
And most Catholic laypeople indulge
in this as well as secular. I know there
are those reading this who think I am
going over the top, and saying, “Father,
it’s all in fun! Loosen up!” And that,
frankly, proves my point that Catholic
understanding of All Hallow’s Eve (ex-
cept for more traditional Catholics)
has turned from being the eve before
the Western celebration of All Saints
into the beginning of the season of
self-indulgence, whether it’s children
with their obsession with candy and
other treats, or adults dressing up and
partying. What a poor way for Catho-
lics, East and West, to prepare of that
celebration of All Saints. Although it
falls on deaf ears, I appreciate the fact
that Eastern All Saints is the Sunday af-
ter Pentecost: at least the saints can be
properly celebrated without interfer-
ence from the world.

Come November, we can now scrape
the mud of October aside. We enter
into a holy month - at least the Eastern
Church does. With November, we cel-
ebrate the Feast of the holy Archangel
Michael and all the Heavenly Hosts
(November 8), the Entrance of the
Theotokos into the Temple (Novem-
ber 21), and prepare ourselves to enter
into the time of Saint Philip’s Fast and
the Advent season (November 15 until
Christmas Day).

Angels are an integral part of the Chris-
tian life. In the Eastern Churches, we
acknowledge their role in our daily
lives, and even identify ourselves mys-
tically with them in our liturgical life.
Our lives begin with the baptismal

Now ENTERINTO A HOLY SEASON

prayer which includes the line, “During
(his-her) lifetime, give (him-her) the
companionship of an angel of light to
rescue (him-her) from every snare lying
in (his-her) path, from the encounter of
the evil one, from the noon-day demon
and every evil imagination” (The Rite of
Christian Initiation). In our Morning
Prayers there may be this prayer, which

Icon ofArchangels Michael, Raphuel
& Gabriel

I learned during my time in seminary:
“O holy Angel of Christ! In homage I
come to you, my holy guardian who,
since my baptism, has been assigned
to me to protect my body and soul. I
beseech your powerful intercession. I
have often offended you by my indo-
lence and bad habits. You are without
stain in your glory, and I have often
driven you away by my sins. I pray and
beseech you, most holy guardian, be
merciful to me, your sinful and unwor-
thy servant. Be my defender and aid
me against my enemies. Through your
intercession, make me worthy to be a
partaker of the kingdom of God with
all the saints forever. Amen.” During
our Divine Liturgy, we constantly iden-
tify ourselves with the angels, who cele-
brate the heavenly liturgy: “Around the
throne, and on each side of the throne,
are four living creatures, full of eyes in
front and behind: the first living crea-
ture like a lion, the second living crea-

ture like an ox, the third living creature
with a face like a human face, and the
fourth living creature like a flying eagle.
And the four living creatures, each of
them with six wings, are full of eyes
all around and inside. Day and night
without ceasing they sing, ‘Holy, holy,
holy, the Lord God the Almighty, who

was and is and is to come.” (Rev. 4:6-

Icon of the Entrance of the Theotokos
in the Temple

8). “Let us, who mystically represent
the cherubim, and sing the thrice-holy
hymn to the life-creating Trinity, now
set aside all earthly cares., that we may
receive the King of All, invisibly escort-
ed by angelic hosts. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia!” (The Cherubic Hymn). We
acknowledge that they are worship-
ing with us at the priest’s prayer at the
Entrance with the Gospel Book: “O
Lord, our Master and God, Who estab-
lished orders and armies of angels and
archangels for the service of your glory
in heaven, make this our entrance an
entrance of holy angels, concelebrat-
ing with us and glorifying Your good-
ness....” We even have symbolism in
the liturgical role of our deacons, from
the flowing of their orarion reminiscent
of angels’ wings, to their moving from
the Holy of Holies (the Altar) to the
Holy Place (the Nave), being a symbol
of angels moving between heaven and
earth (cf. Gen. 28:12, John 1:51). So,

angels are with us, every waking mo-
ment and while we sleep, while we wor-
ship, and while we work or play. “Lead-
ers of God’s armies and ministers of
divine glory, commanders of angels and
guides of mortals, plead on our behalf
for what we need and for great mercy,
since you are the leaders of the heaven-
ly host” (Kontakion for the Feast).

The Entrance of the Theotokos into the
Temple is an historical feast. According
to Tradition, the Theotokos was taken —
presented — by her parents Joachim and
Anna into the Jewish Temple in Jerusa-
lem as a young girl, where she lived and
served as a Temple virgin until her be-
trothal to Saint Joseph. One of the ear-
liest sources of this tradition is the non-
canonical Proto-evangelion of James, also
called the Infancy Gospel of James. Mary
was solemnly received by the temple
community, which was headed by the
priest Zachariah, the father of John the
Baptist. She wasled to the holy place to
become herself the “holy of holies” of
God, the living sanctuary and temple of
the Divine child who was to be born in
her. The Church also sees this feast as a
feast which marks the end of the physi-
cal temple in Jerusalem as the dwelling
place of God. Many hymns are offered
for the Vespers and Matins of this feast,
but I will offer only one for you here,
which highlights the glory of the The-
otokos replacing the glory of the Tem-
ple: “O faithful, let us leap for joy today,
singing psalms and hymns of praise in
honor of Mary, His Mother, the holy
Tabernacle and Ark that contained the
‘Word Whom nothing can contain. She
is offered to God as a child in a marvel-
ous way, and Zechariah the high priest
receives her with great joy, for she is the
dwelling place of the Most High” (Ves-
pers, At Psalm 40). How fitting that we
celebrate this feast in the midst of the
Philippian Fast as a deeper prepara-
tion for the Feast of the Nativity of our
Lord. ECL
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SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

Father Jack Custer, S.S.L., S.T.D.

GOING TO CHURCH OR BECOMING THE CHURCH?

€€ et’s go to Church” said no early

Christian ever. It’s not just
that it wasn’t legal to build temples for
Christian worship for the first three
hundred years. It’s that they didn't
think of Church as a place at all.

The warning found in the Epistle to the
Hebrews (10:25) puts it this way: “Do
notneglect the assembly” The Apostle’s
word for “assembly” here has a distinct-
ly Jewish ring to it: episynagog€ (you
can see the word ‘synagogue’ in it). It
means “coming together in one place
The more
usual word for “church” in the New

for a common purpose”

Testament is ekklésia, which means a
“gathering” for religious or even civic
purposes. The ek- in ekklésia adds a
hint of separation to the meaning: the
people who gather have been called
away from something else or separated
out of a larger group.

The Church is the local community of
persons baptized into Christ, gathered
around the local bishop (as a successor
of the Apostles) or one of the priests
ordained to represent him. This was
true for the first Church that gathered
around the eleven Apostles in the bor-
rowed Upper Room in Jerusalem (Acts
2), for the Churches that gathered in
people’s homes under the Apostles and
their successors (Romans 16:5; 1 Cor-
inthians 16:19; Colossians 4:15), and
for every cathedral and parish church
since then. Magnificent or humble, the
buildings we call churches are merely
houses where the real Church can

gather.

Saint Paul wrote this to the Christians
of Ephesus: “You are strangers and
aliens no longer but fellow citizens with
the saints and members of the house-
hold of God, built upon the founda-
tion of the apostles and prophets with
Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cor-
nerstone, in whom the whole building
is fitted together and grows into a holy
temple in the Lord, in whom you also
are being built together for a dwelling
place of God in the Spirit” (Ephesians
2:20-22). The assembly which is the
Church transcends time and space.
Old Testament prophets, New Testa-
ment Apostles, and saints of every time
and place join together with the com-
munity of believers in this time and this
place to offer worship to God. The very
artand architecture of a traditional Byz-
antine temple illustrates this truth: the
saints on the iconostas and the walls,
Christ exalted over all in the dome.

But itis only when we actually “set aside
the earthly cares” of our everyday lives
and come together at a particular time
(the Lord’s Day), in a particular place
(the parish church building), that we
can do the work of being “fitted togeth-
er” and “growing into a holy Temple
in the Lord” Saint Peter taught: “You
also, as living stones, are being built

up into a spiritual house, a holy priest-
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices ac-
ceptable to God through Jesus Christ”
(1 Peter 2:5).

Stones have to be dressed and polished
in order to fit together into a building
that will endure. It is precisely in our
coming together that we build each
other up, help each other take off our
rough edges, and polish each other’s
virtues to shine. The earliest Church
gathered to do four things: teaching,

$48

fellowship, the Eucharist, and prayer
(Acts 2:42). Apart from the Divine Lit-
urgy, it is in the other three activities
that our interactions with each other
build us up and help us grow into our
full stature in Christ (Ephesians 4:13).

Saint Paul (Romans 12:6-8) reminds us
of the fact of our Baptism and Chrisma-
tion: “Each of us has gifts” When we
gather as the Church, each of us brings
gifts to share and each of us can benefit
from the gifts of others (1 Corinthi-

NAWAS INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL, INC.

ans 14:12; Ephesians 4:12). We may
think of the obvious roles of the bishop,
priest, and deacon, or the particular
talents of the cantors and catechists.
We rely no less on the services of ush-
ers and janitors. Our fellowship is sup-
ported by the people who set up, clean
up and cook. A word of support, some
wise advice, or silent good example are
equally important gifts. Children need
the encouragement of their “church
friends” Our youngest and oldest pa-
rishioners often form special bonds
that are good for everyone.

All this is possible only when we do not
neglect the assembly. Only then can we
realize that we come to Church in order

to become the Church. ECL
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ere are seven Bible promises in
which God assures us that He will
hear and answer our prayers.

Ask, Seek, and Knock

“Ask, and it will be given you; seek,
and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks
receives, and he who seeks finds, and
to him who knocks it will be opened”
(Mt. 7:7-8, Lk. 11:9-10).

Jesus assures us that God the Father
wants to give us good things, including
the gift of the Holy Spirit, but we must
pray with confidence and persistence.
“You have not, because you ask not”
(James 4:2).

Have Faith

“Have faith in God. Truly, I say to you,
whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be
taken up and cast into the sea, and does
not doubt in his heart, but believes that
what he says will come to pass, it will
be done for him. Therefore, I tell you,
whatever you ask in prayer, believe that
you receive it, and you will” (Mk 11:22-
24; see also Mt. 21:22).

The Apostle James illustrates how nec-
essary faith is to receive an answer to
prayer:

Eastern Catholic Life

SCHOOL OF PRAYER

Father G. Scott Boghossian

SEVEN PROMISES FOR ANSWERED PRAYER

“But let him ask in faith, with no doubt-
ing, for the one who doubts is like a
wave of the sea that is driven and tossed
by the wind. For that person must not
suppose that he will receive anything
from the Lord” (James 1:6, 7).

In Jesus’ Name

“Whatever you ask in My name, I will
do it, that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. If you ask Me anything in My
name, I will do it” (Jn. 14:13, 14; see
also Jn. 15:16, Jn. 16:24).

To pray “in the name of Jesus” means
to pray in virtue of His infinite merits,
for His sake, for His glory. It also means
that we dare only pray for the things
that Jesus Himself would pray for,
things conducive to our own salvation,
as the name “Jesus” means, “God saves.”

“But it is necessary to know that this
promise does not extend to temporal
favors, such as health, goods of for-
tune, and the like; for God often justly
refuses these graces, because He sees
that they would be injurious to our
salvation. Hence, we should ask tem-
poral blessings only on condition that
they will be profitable to the soul. But
spiritual graces, such as pardon of sins,
perseverance, divine love, and the like,
should be asked absolutely and with
a firm confidence of obtaining them”
(Saint Alphonsus Liguori).

Ask According to God’s Will

“And this is the confidence which we
have in Him, that if we ask anything ac-
cording to His will, He hears us. And if
we know that He hears us in whatever
we ask, we know that we have obtained
the requests made of Him” (1 Jn. 5:14-
15).

Pray according to God’s will. Prayers
that align with God’s will are infal-
libly effective, while prayers contrary
to God’s will not be answered, or if
answered, answered as a chastisement
(see 1 Sam. 8, Hos. 13:11).

The Word Must Abide in You

“If you abide in Me, and My words
abide in you, ask whatever you will, and
it shall be done for you” (Jn. 15:7).

Get familiar with the word of God in
the Holy Bible. Pray scripture. Pray the
psalms. Memorize biblical promises,
like those listed here about prayer. Your
prayers will prevail if you have God’s
word in your heart.

Live for God and with a Clean Con-
science

“Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn
us, we have confidence before God;
and we receive from Him whatever we
ask, because we keep His command-

ments and do what pleases Him” (1 Jn.
3:21,22).

Live for the Lord. Keep His command-
ments and seek to please Him. If a sin
is weighing on your conscience, get to
confession and start again. A guilty
conscience will undermine your faith
and the effectiveness of your prayers.

Pray Together

“Again, I say to you, if two of you agree
on earth about anything they ask, it will
be done for them by My Father in heav-
en. For where two or three are gathered
in My name, there am I in the midst of
them” (Mt.18:19-20).

Pray with other fervent believers.
Gather with fellow Catholics in the
church, especially for the Divine Lit-
urgy and other liturgical services. Meet
for prayer in each other’s homes. Fami-
lies that pray together stay together.
There is miraculous power in praying
together.

May reading, reviewing, meditating on,
and memorizing God’s holy promises
regarding answered prayer encourage
you to believe in the power of prayer,
pray more than ever, and encourage
others to pray. “The prayer of a righ-
teous man has great power in its effects”

(James 5:16). ECL

ECPuBs EARNS EIGHT AWARDS IN
2024 CATHOLIC MEDIA ASSOCIA-
TION BOOK AWARDS

Fairfax, VA

hree books published by Eastern

Christian Publications (ECPubs)
were named winners in the 2024 Catho-
lic Media Association (CMA) Book
Awards. One title earned four awards
and another title earned three. The an-
nual awards honor outstanding work in
Catholic media in 65 categories. Eastern
Christian Publications is unique among
almost 100 publishers who submitted
nearly 500 entries because it focuses on
topics and authors from the Christian
East. ECPubs won two out of four awards
in the Ecumenism category. 2024 is the
first year that ECPubs has participated in
this award program. ECPubs Winners in
the 2024 CMA Book Awards:

That They May All Be One: full color
book of stories and photos of an ecumeni-
cal pilgrimage to Constantinople and The
Holy Land as told by a 17-year-old pil-
grim, Sophia Martin.

2nd place in Ecumenism

3rd place in Pilgrimages

3rd place in Coffee Table Art

3rd place in Best Book of a Small Publisher

One Mother, One Family: A Scriptural
Meditation on the Rosary with World-
wide Sacred Art — full color book of
scripture quotes for the rosary by Monica
Amparo with art and icons of Mary from
around the world and among both East-
ern and Western Churches.

3rd place for Social Inclusion Honorable
Mention for Prayer Books Honorable
Mention for Design

Our Ecumenical Friend: A tribute
to Metropolitan Kallistos of Diokleia,
worldwide author, lecturer, pastor and
ecumenist of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
of Constantinople (Greek Orthodox), by
publisher Jack Figel.

3rd place for Ecumenism

More details about these titles can be
found on the Featured Product page of
the ECPubs website: https://ecpubs.
com/featured-products/

Contact the publisher at info@ecpubs.
com for more information about bulk or-
der and bookstore discounts.

OUR ECUMENICAL FRIEND

A Trihute fa
Metropolitan Kallistes of Diokleia

daige

Fadited) by Jack Figrl

Distributors of One Mother, One Fam-
ily include the bookstore/gift shop at the
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception,
Washington, DC, St. Patrick’s Cathedral,

New York, and Franciscan Monastery of
the Holy Land, Washington, DC.
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Carpathian Village
Saint Nicholas Shrine

802 Snow Hill Road, Cresco, PA 18326-7810
Tel (570) 595-3265 - Cell (570) 650-3252
Email: carpathianvillage@earthlink.net
Father Michael J. Salnicky, Director
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Carpathian Village is presently taking reservations for
group retreats, ski weekends, family vacations, day of
recollection weekends, parish or group picnics, and
private retreats. To schedule your event or for more
information call or email Father Michael.

2025 Summer Camp Dates

July 6-10, 2025
Camp Theodore Tyros—Teen Coed Camp, Ages 13-17

July 13-17,2025
Camp Theotokos—Girls Camp, Ages 6-17

July 20-24, 2025
Altar Server Congress—Ages 6-17

Aug 10-14, 2025
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Coed Camp, Ages 6-12

Do you live in the Southern States and are interested in
sending your children to an Eparchial sponsored camp
near you? Please contact your parish priest and let him

know your interest.

You are invited and welcome to join us for

DIVINE LITURGY (MASS) VIGIL

EVERY SATURDAY 1AM
(Fulfils Sunday Obligation)

Celebrated by Fr. Oleksiy Nebesnyk at
Christ Lutheran Church
15699 SE 80th Ave.

Summerfield, FL 34491
For more information call 352-326-9831

Follow us for updates & live-stream
facebook.com/ByzantineCatholicVillages

) -

Beginning July 1, 2024, the Eastern Catholic Life subscription rate
will increase to $20.00. There has not been a rate increase since

\ March of 2013, and in that time postage rates have increased K

Eastern Catholic Life

New Subscription Rate

several times, as has the cost of production.

WEDDING JUBILARIANS SCHEDULED FOR FALL 2024

November 23

Middle States Syncellate — 4:00 PM (Saturday)
Epiphany of Our Lord Byzantine Catholic Church
3410 Woodburn Road

Annadale, VA 22003

Visiting The
Myrtle Beach
Area This

December 1, 2024

Pennsylvania Syncellates - 3:00 PM (Saturday)
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church 3:00
S E 20th Street

Hazleton, PA

Southern states Bi-Yearly. Next one in 2026.

Ifyou plan to celebrate a special wedding anniversary this year
and would participate in the Jubilarians Celebration, please see
your pastor.

Summer?

Blessed Basil Hopko
Byzantine Catholic Mission
3059 SC Highway 90
Conway, SC
All Liturgies will start at 10 AM.
Follow us on Facebook for any
schedule changes.
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THE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF PASSAIC
subscribes to the
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People
adopted by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. The

Eparchy, within all its parishes, institutions and programs, is committed to
assuring a safe environment in ministry for its children and young people
that conforms to Charter requirements. For further information regarding

the Eparchial Safe Environment Program please contact:

Father David J. Baratelli, Ed.S., M.Div.
Safe Environment Program Coordinator « 732-280-2682

Dr. Maureen Daddona, Ph.D.
Victim's Assistance Coordinator « 516-623-6456



