'Welp, I had to do a lot of traveling
again. I like the word “welp”
A friend of mine used to use it in text
messages for a transition instead of
“well”.  According to online Merriam
Webster, it really is a new word first
appearing in 1987. Other expressions
that entered the English language that
year are “tentpole” (meaning a big bud-
get movie meant to save a studio finan-
cially), “snark” (of course Lewis Caroll
wrote the Hunting of the Snark, but it
had a different meaning), “emoticon’,
“bovine spongiform encephalitis”, and
“virtual reality”.

On May 3, the Beatification of our mar-
tyr Petro Oros was scheduled by the
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Pastoral Reflections of Bishop Kurt

Vatican to take place in Transcarpathia.
I purchased tickets to go to this event
and then join our Jubilee Pilgrimage in
Rome. Then Pope Francis died. After
the Pope died, the Vatican interim gov-
ernment cancelled the Beatification.
Our Bishop in Zakarpatia petitioned
the cardinals governing the Church to
change their minds because of the dif-
ficulty of arranging such an event in a
war, but to no avail. Since I already had
my plans, Bishop Teodor encouraged
me to come anyway. But I'm getting
ahead of myself.

In 2013, for the third time in a row, the
cardinals of the Holy Roman Church
elected a pope who was not Italian, or
not entirely Italian. In 1978, the car-
dinals shocked the world when they
chose Pope John Paul the Second, an
unknown from Poland behind the iron
curtain. He turned out to be one of the
greatest popes of the last 1000 years.
When he died after 26 years as pope,
they chose the safest of all candidates,
Pope Benedict. Pope Benedict was
Bavarian, but he was a Rome insider
for the previous 26 years. As the pre-
fect of the office in Rome that oversees
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Seating for the funeral. Metropolitan William Skurla, Metropolitan Jonas Maxim, and

Metropolitan Fulop Kocsis were seated in the front row in order to sing
the Panachida at the end of the service

doctrine and roots out heresy, he was in
many ways the ultimate insider. Noth-
ing happened in the universal church
without his knowledge. Working qui-
etly behind the scenes, he used his of-
fice to begin the great cleansing of the
Temple. He worked systematically to
weed out predators from the clergy, in
as much as it is possible in a devolved
system like ours. There were many sto-
ries in Rome about his vast knowledge
and intelligence. One of the stories I

heard was that he attended a theology
conference at which the main speaker
did not speak a language that everyone
understood. Cardinal Ratzinger offered
to translate the talk into French. When
it was over, he asked the speaker if his
translation was accurate, and the speak-
er said, yes, it was better than I could
say it myself. Cardinal Ratzinger then
said quietly, “You made seven theologi-
cal mistakes,” and then listed them from

memory. ...continued on page 2

MEETING EASTERN CATHOLICS,
PoOPE PLEDGES TO BE PEACEMAKER

written By Justin McLellan, Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- During a
meeting with Eastern Catholics, many
of whom come from war-torn regions
of the world, Pope Leo XIV pledged the
Vatican’s full commitment to promot-
ing peace and reconciliation.

“The peoples of our world desire peace,
and to their leaders I appeal with all my
heart: Let us meet, let us talk, let us ne-
gotiate!” the pope said May 14 during
an audience in the Paul VI Hall with
thousands of Eastern Catholics par-
ticipating in their Jubilee pilgrimage to
Rome.

“War is never inevitable,” the pope
told them. “Weapons can and must be
silenced, for they do not resolve prob-
lems but only increase them.”

The audience was the culmination of
a multi-day Jubilee celebration that in-
cluded liturgies in the diverse rites of
the Eastern Catholic Churches -- from
the Syro-Malabar and Armenian tradi-
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tions to the Byzantine and Coptic rites
-- held in Rome’s major basilicas.

Before the pope’s arrival, a vibrant at-
mosphere filled the hall as pilgrims
waved flags from Ukraine, India, Iran,
Lebanon and other nations; many were
dressed in traditional attire -- vividly
expressing the Eastern churches’ global
presence and the deep pride in the faith
despite centuries of hardship and per-
secution.

“Who, better than you, can sing a song
of hope even amid the abyss of vio-
lence?” Pope Leo asked them, citing the
lived experience of communities from
the Holy Land to Ukraine, from Syria
and Lebanon to Tigray and the Cauca-
sus.

On the stage alongside the pope
were leaders of the Eastern Catholic
churches, including: Major Archbishop
Sviatoslav Shevchuk of Kyiv-Halych,
head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic

Presbyteral Days—p6

LE B G

-y

—cr—-
-

Pope Leo XIV meets with participants in the Jubilee of the Eastern Churches in the Paul VI
Audience Hall at the Vatican May 14, 2025. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Church; Cardinal Louis Sako, the Iraq-
based patriarch of the Chaldean Catho-
lic Church; Indian Cardinal Baselios
Cleemis Thottunkal, major archbishop
of Trivandrum and head of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church; as well as
Cardinal Claudio Gugerotti, prefect of
the Dicastery for Eastern Churches.

Pope Leo offered strong support for
peacebuilding efforts across the globe

Metropolitan Assembly—p9

and reiterated the Vatican’s role as a
neutral ground for diplomacy.

“The Holy See is always ready to help
bring enemies together, face to face, to
talk to one another, so that peoples ev-
erywhere may once more find hope and
recover the dignity they deserve -- the
dignity of peace,” he said.

The

pope ...continued on page 8
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THE FALLING ASLEEP OF POPE FRANCIS

Continued from page 1
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Restaurants and shops at the vast international terminal in Istanbul

Many people were nervous around
him because of his sharp mind, but in
Rome, he was well liked and recognized
as unassuming and a perfect gentleman
at all times. A monsignor told us once
that at the Vatican, the cleaning lady
pointed at Cardinal Ratzinger walking
by, and said to the monsignor, “There
goes a true Christian.”

Unknown to the rest of us, the strong
runner up in the election of Pope Bene-
dict was the Archbishop of Buenos
Aires, Jorge Bergoglio. Archbishop
Bergoglio was a self-effacing man, who
never sought publicity, even inside Ar-
gentina, so it is no surprise that most of
the world never heard of him. As the
chief of formation of the young Jesuits
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in Argentina, he made certain that the
novices worked with the poorest of the
poor and in parishes. Although popular
with the young Jesuits, he was despised
by the older intellectuals who believed
they should be working in politics and
revolution instead of actually talking

Bishops processing for Funeral Mass in front of the Scala Regia designed by Bernini in the 1660's

to poor people. As an unlikely Arch-
bishop, never an ambitious bureaucrat,
he continued to visit the poorest parts
of the Archdiocese whenever possible,
and was never comfortable around the
well-off who always think they should
have the Archbishop’s attention and
control Church policy.

When he became Archbishop, awealthy
(and I'm certain well intentioned) per-
son gave him a first class airfare ticket to
Rome. Archbishop Bergoglio walked
across the plaza to the airline office and
changed the ticket for an economy seat.
As a matter of fact, throughout his time
as the highest-ranking bishop in Argen-
tina and a cardinal, when he had to go
to Rome, he flew economy. According
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to one biography, the other bishops of
Argentina never flew on the same day
as Archbishop Bergoglio, because they
didn’t want him to see them in first
class.
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Security was tight with delegations from 130 countries, including monarchs and heads of
state. Helicopters patrolled the skies the day before the funeral and 2500 soldiers and 1500
police patrolled the area.

Living in our amazing republic, it’s
difficult to imagine life where a secret
police force can take anyone away and
kill them with impunity often after ex-

President Trump and First Lady Melania
arriving at the funeral, Archbishop William
Skurla Seated on the Right

tensive torture. In Germany, there was
a program called “Nacht und Nebel” or
“Night and Fog”. Even the Gestapo, in
many cases, would return your relatives
to you. One day a box of ashes would
arrive in the mail with a name card. In
Argentina from 1974 to 1983, a similar
campaign existed which killed 22,000
to 30,000 Argentinians. In this “Dirty
War”, the relatives never received any
acknowledgement whatsoever.
relatives simply disappeared.

Your

During this time, the Jesuit Jorge Bergo-
glio used his position as a Jesuit superi-
or and head of a school to run an escape
network, smuggling people out of Ar-
gentina before they were killed. When
he became Archbishop, a writer began
slandering Bergoglio as a collaborator
with the military dictatorship. After
he was elected Pope, the accusations
resurfaced with the English newspaper
the Guardian immediately tweeting,
“Was Francis accessory to murder and
false imprisonment?” The response
to this smear was that many of the
people whom he saved came forward.
The Pope never defended himself, but
even his Jesuit colleagues from that pe-
riod were astonished at the number of
people who were saved and for whom
he never took credit. He was so tight-
lipped about things that his nickname
was La Gioconda among the Jesuits,
that is “the Mona Lisa smile”. Even the
Guardian retracted some of the slander
that it repeated. Pope Francis himself
never took credit for his heroic work,
work that could easily have gotten him
tortured and killed at the time.

As soon as Francis was elected Pope
on March 13, 2013, he began his ex-
ample of ministering to the poor and
marginalized. He visited prisoners and

Ukrainian President Zelinsky arriving
at the funeral

immigrants regularly. On his first Holy
Thursday, he washed and kissed the feet
of twelve incarcerated juveniles, includ-
ing two women and two Muslims.

As we live history, it is easy to be dis-
tracted by the gossip and excitement
of the world. The office of Peter is not
of this world. How will church history
look at Pope Francis? If you ignore the
barrage of publicity, almost always inac-
curate or deliberately misleading sur-
rounding the pope, and look instead
at his own actions and writings and

A Swiss guard
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A view from the front porch of Saint Peter Basilica. The obelisk was brought to Rome by
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Caligula in the year 40 and placed in Nero’s Circus, where it was probably the last thing that
Saint Peter saw in this world. It was moved to the Piazza on September 10, 1586 by 800
men, 160 horses, and 45 winches after thirteen months of preparation.

speeches, you will find the continu-
ous stream of basic Christian teachings
from the beginning to the end of his
ministry in the shoes of the fisherman:
mercy, healing, repentance, confession,
acknowledging ones faults, and accept-
ing the little ones of God. Pope Francis
spoke constantly of the mercy of God,
even basing his motto as a bishop and
as the Pope on the mercy of God. Pope
Francis offered God’s healing to ev-
eryone in every situation. One of his
favorite Gospel passages was when Je-
sus said, “The healthy have no need of
a physician, but those who are sick. I
have not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance.” Luke 5:31-32.
Many people seemed to think that Pope
Francis was a “liberal”, whatever that
means. In the moral context, to me, a
liberal is someone who denies or down-
plays sin or evil or culpability. Pope
Francis talked about the need to receive
the sacramental mystery of confession
and priestly absolution more than any
other modern pope. Why would he

talk incessantly of the need for confes-
sion if he denied sin and guilt? Why
would he commission priests with spe-
cial faculties to travel the world hearing
confessions and granting forgiveness,
if he didn’t believe in sin? Pope Fran-
cis gave an example of acknowledging
one’s faults by apologizing many times
for the mistakes or intentional malice of
Catholic leaders, when the accusations
were true and well founded, and also
when the accusations turned out later
to be lies.

Finally, if you read the Old Testament,
you will read about God’s special love
for the “little ones”, not just children
but all the people in the world who are
of no importance to the powerful of
this world, the poor, the powerless, the
simple, and so on. The Old Testament
calls them in Hebrew the “anawim’.
In the Prophet Jonah, God speaks of
His obligation to care for the masses
of Nineveh, “who can't tell their right
hand from their left”. Throughout his

Saint Peter Basilica from the North American College at night. The beautiful dome with
the four smaller domes were designed by Michelangelo himself. His design was modified by
extending the nave and adding the enormous facade that obscure the beautiful
structure from the front.

pontificate, the Holy Father begged the
church establishment to reach out to
the “anawim” and not just to the well
off and the influential. He himself es-
tablished showers and other facilities
for the homeless population of Rome, a
population that is vast and invisible, as
itis in every large city.

When the Holy Father died on Monday
of Easter week, our bishops discussed
who should attend his funeral. In the
past, our Metropolitan attended as the
head of our church, but he asked me to
attend because he didn’t think he could
go. As it turned out, Archbishop Wil-
liam did attend the funeral, but I am
grateful that I was also able to attend
such an important event on your be-
half. As a matter of fact, Pope Francis
appointed me a bishop, and appointed
all of our bishops except for Archbish-
op William.

A ticket from Newark to Rome was out-
rageously expensive on short notice, so
I flew for the first time to Istanbul on
Turkish airlines. Flying on LOT, the
Polish airline, or Turkish Airlines, can
be half as much. Quite frankly, the ser-
vice is much better on Turkish Airlines

night the next day. The North Ameri-
can College kindly provided rooms
for me, and also for Archbishop Skurla
who arrived Friday morning. The view
of Saint Peter Basilica from my back
window was both lovely and awe inspir-
ing, similar to when a full moon comes
over the horizon and seems so large and
clear that you can reach out and touch
it.

On Friday, I headed out to buy some
gifts for people back home. There was
no pope yet, and the College of Cardi-
nals was governing the Church. Sev-
eral of them were staying at the North
American College, though they mostly
talked to each other, except for Cardi-
nal DiNardo who was his usual humble
down-to-earth self—what else would
you expect from someone from Pitts-
burgh? He pointed out to me that more
than half of the cardinals had never
been in a conclave (a papal election).
He hoped that the new ones would al-
low for the working of the Holy Spirit.
He said that everything you read about
conclaves is completely wrong. When
he talked about the action of the Holy
Spirit, I took him to mean that the car-
dinals give up their own agendas when

The fountain of the four rivers in the Piazza Navona is probably the greatest fountain in
Rome, designed by Bernini in 1651. The four rivers from four continents are the Danube, the
Plata, the Ganges, and the Nile. The obelisk is Roman, not Egyptian, but comes complete
with faux hieroglyphics praising the Emperor Domitian who had it made, and the em-
perors Vespasian and Titus. The popular story that one of the four figures will not look at
the Church of Saint Agnes because of professional rivalry is false because the fountain was

finished before the church was built.

than on any of our airlines, even though
they charge half as much. In addition
to a pleasant flight to Istanbul, I was
able to see the Istanbul airport with a
four-hour layover in each direction.
One world traveler has commented
to me that most major airports in the
world make ours look “ghetto”. At the
airport in Istanbul, I never left the inter-
national terminal. I think most of their
business is in fact international. The
international terminal was spectacu-
larly beautiful and larger than any mall
in New Jersey. Every kind of American
restaurant chain was present, and every
luxury brand from around the world.
If someone in your party is a shopper,
youd best take custody of their wallet
while there. I was able to spend several
hours just walking to counteract the un-
healthy effects of sitting in an airplane
seat for so long.

The funeral was on the Saturday of
Thomas Week. I was able to attend our
clergy week and fly out on Wednesday
evening, arriving in Rome around mid-

they see the College moving in a cer-
tain direction. I asked him jokingly if
the cardinals play shuffleboard in the
Sistine Chapel, and he said there is ab-
solute silence in the Sistine Chapel. All
of the talking is done at the Casa Santa
Marta and at meals, but there is only
prayer and silence in the Sistine Chapel
during voting.

AsIsaid, I went out into the city to buy
some gifts on Friday. The city was very
crowded, especially near St. Peter, with
an enormous number of pilgrim groups
from all over the world walking up to
the Basilica to enter the Holy Door. I
seemed to have hit “band day”. There
was a colorful Mexican band parading
down the pilgrimage corridor, but it
was followed by one band after another
from around Italy and all over the world.
So many world leaders were arriving for
the funeral that there was a very visible
security presence. Seeing constant he-
licopters over the domes of churches
near Vatican City was visually surreal,
a  strange ...continued on page 5
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IN BEAVER MEADOWS...

Slovak Bishop Visits Parish

is Excellency Bishop Milan Lach, SJ, and the Jevocin Family from Slova-

kia stopped for a brief visit to see Saints Peter and Paul Byzantine Catholic
Church in Beaver Meadows, Pennsylvania on May, 22, 2025. Father Vasyl Chepel-
skyy is pastor of Saints Peter & Paul Parish.

IN TRUMBULL...

Pysanky Workshop Smiles

ifteen parishioners and friends displayed their artistic talents during a lively

Pysanky egg decorating workshop at Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catho-
lic Church in Trumbull, Connecticut, on the Saturday before Palm Sunday. Each
participant left the four-hour class with proud smiles of accomplishment and two
Pysanky-decorated eggs to display for Easter. The workshop was coordinated by
parishioners Lisa Oberhauser and Denise Sabol with encouragement from the
Parochial Administrator, Father Hryhoriy Lozinskyy, to preserve Ukrainian and
Eastern European ancestral traditions.
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THE FALLING ASLEEP OF POPE FRANCIS

Continued from page 3

overlay of renaissance architecture, a
festive atmosphere, and a dystopian po-
lice state.

On Friday afternoon, I walked over to
Saint Peter Basilica with a couple of
other bishops to visit the body of Pope
Francis. Bishop Michael Sis, the Bish-
op of San Angelo, Texas, and I visited
the body together. The crowds of pil-
grims were able to file past, but we were
allowed to sit or kneel in a little area
near the body. Even around that quiet
area, the crowds swirled as the pilgrim
groups filed past the tomb of Saint Pe-
ter and ended their pilgrimage behind

the main altar. Bishop Sis and I were

it is not allowed. But I am not allowed
to tell you that. Please think about the
crowd.” So, he decided not to take a
picture. We made our way through the
Basilica and were able to walk through
the Holy Door. Afterwards, we were
on the great front porch. Some people
asked for blessings and photos with us.
I left pretty soon, but in his purple vest-
ments every pilgrim wanted a picture
with him, and he was there another two
hours. He is completely fluent in Span-
ish as well as Italian and English.

On Saturday morning, we took advan-
tage of the bus arranged by the North
American College for bishops. Other-

St. Michael is sheathing his sword atop Castel Sant’Angelo, also known as Hadrian’s tomb,
built as a mausoleum by Emperor Hadrian in the 130’s.

both appointed by Pope Francis about
the same time, and became friends be-
cause we are both Texans. When he
became the Bishop of San Angelo, he
was astonished to learn that one of the
major fundraisers was a gun raffle spon-
sored by the Knights of Columbus.
Can you imagine a church gun raffle in
New York or New Jersey? It was quite
sobering to sit at the body of the dead
Pope and think about the end of our
lives. As our sublime funeral hymns
say: when we die there is no difference
between king and commoner, rich man
and poor. We each answer to our Cre-
ator for how we spent the time He gave
us and the choices we made.

Istuck close to Bishop Sis. With his pur-
ple sash and purple skull cap he could
go pretty much anywhere. Even though
I'm a bishop too, the guards often don’t
recognize an eastern bishop. At the
catafalque Bishop Sis asked if he would
take a picture. The guard looked a little
sheepish and said, “I tell everyone else

wise, who knows how we would have
gotten into Vatican City? We drove in
the gate near the Vatican train station
and were able to enter without much
difficulty. The staff at the college had
arranged a particular fifteen-minute
window for our arrival. The secretary
did admit though that the Vatican as-
sumed the Spanish bishops could not
be on time, and assigned them a time an
hour before they expected them to ac-
tually arrive. We vested in the long hall
on the right side of the Basilica where
there is the great staircase designed by
Bernini. Bishop Milan Lach was there
from Slovakia as well as others from
eastern Europe. I ended up about two
thirds of the way to the back for the
Mass, but Archbishop William was
seated up front with the other two arch-
bishops from our church, from Presov
and Hajdudorog. Asit turned out, they
were expected to sing the Panachida
at the end with the eastern patriarchs.
You probably saw them on television.

We knew that Vice President Vance was
attending, but there was much specu-
lation about whether or not President
Trump would attend. The important
heads of state were escorted last, and it
was exciting to see the Prince of Wales,
the President of the United States, and
the President of Ukraine walking down
the steps to their seats. Only later did
we learn that President Trump and
President Zelinsky had a long talk to-
gether seated in front of Michelangelo’s
Pieta. I think each government was
allowed four seats. For the funeral of
John Paul, three of our four presidents
attended, Bush, Clinton, and Bush.
Carter declined to attend so that our
Secretary of State could attend. This
time the President and the Vice Presi-
dent attended with their wives, which
was a very human act for the occasion
instead of a show of power.

The funeral was in some ways simple as
Pope Francis desired. He was buried in
a simple wooden casket. After the fu-
neral, his body was transported to St.
Mary Major where a simple sepulchre
with his name on it was ready. I was
able to visit his tomb on the next trip.
The funeral of the pope brings to mind
the shortness of life and the four last
things: death, judgment, heaven, and
hell. Every death is equally important
in the eyes of God, just as every human
being, man or woman, is made in the
image and likeness of God, infinite in
value, incomprehensibly beautiful, and
with an immortal soul. Nevertheless,
Aristotle says in his Poetics that great
personages excite our interest, and Ar-
istotle is always right.

Asyour bishop, I had the honor to meet
Pope Francis face to face several times.
My greatest memory of him is that he
genuinely liked people. No matter how
tired or sick he was, it was never forced.
He never had to force himself to smile
and seem interested. He was sincerely
happy to meet anyone and to share a
warm smile. He began his papal min-
istry with a quote from Saint Paul: “Do
not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good”

The life and death of Pope Francis
should inspire us to pray: Dear Lord,
enlighten the eyes of my soul to see
your image and likeness in everyone,
high and low, neighbor and foreigner,
rich and poor, clever and simple, pow-
erful and weak, friend or enemy. Shine
Your Divine Light of Truth into my
spirit to grant me the grace of humility
and repentance for my own sins. Give
me the strength and courage to apolo-
gize when I cause injury and to make
amends. Unite my mind with Yours so
that I may desire peace over conflict,
trust over suspicion, faith over doubt,
hope over cynicism, and love over hate.
Amen.
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Cenotaph to Pope Sylvester the Second in the Basilica of St. John Lateran. According to
legend this monument “sweats” when a pope is going to die. There is no news about whether
it sweated before the death of Pope Francis. According to legend he built an “automaton”
almost one thousand years before the computer age. A brilliant and highly educated man, he
was a scientist, scholar, and inventor and introduced the decimal system to Europe.
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PRESBYTERAL DAYS 2025: THE RoAD TO EMMAUS

Fr. Paul Varchola West

uring Thomas Week (April 28-

May 1), as is the custom, the
clergy from the Eparchy of Passaic con-
vened once again on the picturesque
sands of the Jersey Shore for our annual
Presbyteral Days - three days of confer-
ences, prayer, and fellowship. Nestled
rather comfortably at The Breakers on
the Ocean in peaceful Spring Lake,
New Jersey, the clergy of the eparchy
were poised for a very fulfilling and pro-
ductive time spent together.

This year’s program was a continuation
from the previous two years, which
proved to be a very worthwhile venture
into a multi-year program of revitaliza-
tion for our clergy, our parishes, and the
Body of Christ. Last year, at the behest
and encouragement of Bishop Kurt, we
began to re-engage the renewal pro-
gram “The Vibrant Parish: A Place to
Encounter the Living Christ”, initially
presented to the clergy of Passaic by
Bishop Bohdan Danylo (UGCC) in
2023. The overarching goal of this revi-
talization program is to engage Vibrant
Priests to foster Vibrant Parishes to
make Vibrant Disciples of Jesus Christ.
Last year focused specifically on the
clergy and employing the Vibrant Par-
ish metric in a rather technical manner,
enabling us to create a very useful and
realistic snapshot of the current state of
the Eparchy delineated by geographical
region. Once we established a metric
for the Vibrant Priest and the Vibrant
Parish, it was time to move on this year
to invigorating the Spirit to enable all of
us to create Vibrant Disciples.

Spearheaded by Father Roman Vasyl-
ynka, a very comprehensive program
was presented: “The Road to Em-
maus: Disciples on the Way”. Rooted
in a myriad of revitalization and evan-
gelization models including Synodal

Models and Papal Encyclicals, this
program took the highly technical and
data driven process of the previous two
years and gave the clergy of Passaic a
multitude of tools to contemplate as we
move forward in making Vibrant Dis-
ciples of Christ.

Rooted in the Gospel account of the
Road to Emmaus [Luke 24:13-35],
four distinct categories of discipleship
were engaged:

Discover Jesus [Encounter]
Follow Jesus [Accompaniment]
Worship Jesus [Community]
Share Jesus [Mission]

Absolutely enlightening and inspiring
talks were given by Fathers Gregory
Lozinskyy, Vladislav Budash, John Ba-
sarab, and Thor Vorontsov, respectively,
that were based on their own pastoral
experiences and helped to guide the
clergy as we then came together to
workshop these principles and how
we can employ them in unique ways to
fit the multitude of our unique parish
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communities. These breakout sessions,
were beyond productive and helped us
to develop some very innovative and
practical to not only invigorate current
disciples of Christ, but to help clergy
and the faithful alike to bring more
people to the Lord through evangeliza-
tion efforts rooted in scripture, liturgy,
community involvement, outreach, and
community presence.

To make the days even more enlighten-
ing and productive, the time began with
an inspiring address from Bishop Kurt
and a wonderful talk by a very special
guest — Father Michael O'Loughlin of
the Eparchy of Phoenix — who gave a
wonderful account of his pastoral ef-
forts in evangelization to give a unique
perspective from the West Coast. As
we know, differing experiences are al-
ways beneficial and I think I speak for
all present when I say how grateful we
are not only for Father Michael’s per-
spective and talk, but for the opportu-
nity to share the entirety of the week
with him as well.
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Of course, I would be wholly remiss if
I did not mention that this very inten-
sive, productive, and frankly exhausting
time was punctuated by beautiful sur-
roundings, excellent weather, amazing
food, and the most wonderful fellow-
ship, invigorating not only our minds,
but our spirits as well. At the culmina-
tion of our hard work, we were treated
to an absolutely lovely “Clergy Appre-
ciation Night” replete with an excellent
dinner and entertainment by Reverend
Deacon Anthony Liguori of the Arch-
diocese of Newark who shared with us
his “Music in Ministry” program.

The clergy of the Eparchy are so very
thankful for all who worked behind the
scenes to help us have such a successful
and rejuvenating time from which the
entire Body of Christ will undoubtedly
benefit. In closing, I will say this: be
on the lookout in the not-too-distant
future as we continue to work to bring
some new and exciting materials, per-
spectives, and engaging programs to
the Eparchy of Passaic!
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MEETING EASTERN CATHOLICS,
POPE PLEDGES TO BE PEACEMAKER

Continued from page 1

also thanked Eastern Catholics for their
perseverance and witness, referring to
their churches as “martyr churches,”
and affirming their importance to the
universal church.

“You are precious in God’s eyes,” he
said. “Truly, you have a unique and
privileged role as the original setting
where the church was born.”

The pope warned that war and migra-
tion have placed many Eastern Catho-
lics at risk of losing not only their
homes, but their identity, calling on the
Dicastery for the Eastern Churches to
work with Latin-rite bishops to support
the faithful in the diaspora.

“There is a need to promote greater
awareness among Latin Christians” of

the Eastern Catholic communities, he
said, asking bishops to help Eastern
Catholics preserve their traditions and
“enrich the communities in which they
live”

He also asked Eastern Catholic leaders
to remain rooted in Gospel values and
resist worldly temptations.

“Continue to be outstanding for your
faith, hope and charity, and nothing

else,” he urged them.

The universal church, the pope said,
needs the traditions, liturgies and spiri-
tualities of the Eastern Christians.

“We have great need to recover the
sense of mystery that remains alive in
your liturgies, liturgies that engage the

Pope Leo XIV gives his blessing to participants in the Jubilee of the Eastern Churches in the

Paul VI Audience Hall at the Vatican May 14, 2025. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

human person in his or her entirety,
that sing of the beauty of salvation and
evoke a sense of wonder at how God’s
majesty embraces our human frailty!”

4TH METROPOLITAN ASSEMBLY TO UNITE CLERGY AND LAITY AMID
HisTtoRrIC PAPAL TRANSITION

iting, Indiana — The Byzantine
Catholic Eparchy of Parma is
pleased to announce the 4th Metropol-
itan Assembly, taking place July 16-20,
2025, at St. Mary Byzantine Catholic
Church in Whiting, Indiana. This bi-
annual gathering serves as a corner-
stone for unity, reflection, and spiri-
tual renewal, bringing together clergy
and laity from across the Metropolitan
Church of Pittsburgh.

A Pivotal Moment for Eastern Catho-
lics

With the election of Pope Leo XTIV, East-
ern Catholics have a rare and historic
opportunity to make their voices heard.
During the Vatican Synod on Synodal-
ity, bishops worldwide raised concerns
about the care of Eastern Catholic
Churches—making this Assembly a
crucial platform for dialogue with rep-
resentatives of our new Holy Father. As
a former member of the Dicastery for
Eastern Catholic Churches, Pope Leo
XIV has firsthand insight into the chal-
lenges and mission of the Byzantine
Catholic Church. His leadership sig-
nals a new era of visibility, engagement,
and collaboration for Eastern Catholics
worldwide. In his recent address, Pope
Leo XIV reaffirmed the unique spiritual
and sapiential traditions of the Eastern
Churches, emphasizing their precious
role in the Christian faith and the im-
portance of preserving their liturgies
and heritage. This recognition and sup-
port from the Holy Father inspire hope
and unity as we move forward.

A Picturesque Setting for Faith & Fel-
lowship

Nestled along the southern shore of
Lake Michigan, Whiting offers a per-
fect balance of smalltown charm and
vibrant community life, making it an
ideal backdrop for this significant event.
Attendees can immerse themselves in
the town’s rich cultural offerings, from
Downtown Whiting’s Dining Alfresco

experience to the serene landscapes of
Wihala Beach and the Rockefeller Civic
Center.

For those seeking deeper historical
connections, the Annunciation Byzan-
tine Catholic Parish in Homer Glen, IL,
welcomes visitors to explore its Eastern
Catholic heritage. Additionally, attend-
ees may visit Pope Leo XIV’s childhood
home in Dolton, IL, just 25 minutes
from Whiting. Discussions are under-
way to transform the home into a his-
toric site, honoring the first U.S. pontiff
and his enduring legacy.

A Transformative Theme: “Come, Let
Us Worship and Bow Before Christ!”

This year’s theme underscores the
Church’s commitment to deepening
faith and strengthening communal de-
votion. The Assembly will commence
with a clergy track on July 16-17, fol-
lowed by the official opening for both
clergy and laity on July 18, inviting all
faithful to unite in worship, discussion,

and fellowship.
Program Highlights

The Assembly will feature a dynamic
lineup of keynotes, interviews, round-
table discussions, and worship services,
including:

« Keynote presentations from Met-
ropolitan William, Bishop Kurt,
Bishop Robert, and Bishop Artur,
offering unique perspectives on
the Church’s future.

o  Aspecial address from Archbishop
Michel Jalakh, of the Dicastery for
Eastern Churches, appointed by
Pope Francis in February 2023.

o An exclusive tour of Annunciation
Byzantine Catholic Parish in Hom-
er Glen, IL, led by Fr. Tom Loya.

o A live broadcast of the popular

podcast “What God is Not,” host-
ed by Fr. Michael O’Loughlin &
Mother Natalia.

Register Now — Extended Early Bird
Rates Through June 1!

In celebration of Pope Leo XIV’s elec-
tion, Early Bird registration has been
extended to June 1. Attendees can take
advantage of discounted rates by visit-
ing www.byzantineassembly.org.

Join us for this historic gathering as
we worship, reflect, and celebrate the
future of the Eastern Catholic Church
under the leadership of our new Holy
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ZANTINE ASSEMBLY

Father.
About the Metropolitan Assembly

The Metropolitan Assembly is a bi-
annual gathering uniting clergy and la-
ity across the Metropolitan Church of
Pittsburgh to deepen faith, strengthen
community ties, and engage in discus-
sions shaping the Church’s future.

For more information, contact byzan-
tineassembly@gmail.com.
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JuLy 16-20 2025
IN WHITING, INDIANA

Join us in Whiting, Indiana, home of 5t. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church, for a
significant moment in the Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh's journey.
This bi-annual event embodies the essence of a Synodal Church, reflecting our
enduring faith and commitment to God's presence. Open to everyone, this is a
unique chance to connect, reflect, and grow in faith together.

Visit the community webpage to explore the city and discover
where the event will take |:1|nr:e.

Registration opens April 1! Check our website for the early bird special!

Uity




Eastern Catholic Life

Pentecost Sunday
Holy Day of Obligation June 8
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Saints Peter & Paul
Holy Day of Obligation June 29

LIFE, LOVE, AND THE HUMAN PERSON

By Ann M. Koshute, MTS

THE CALL TO MARTYRDOM

une is always a busy month, with

the school year wrapping up,
graduations, weddings, and the start
of summer vacation season. Since
Pascha was a bit later this year, it is
in June that we celebrate Pentecost,
the descent of the Holy Spirit upon
the Apostles and the first proclama-
tion of the Gospel after Jesus’” As-
cension. It’s a big, important feastin
the life of the Church, but it should
also be an important feast for us
personally. Before Jesus returned to
the Father, He promised the Apos-
tles (and by extension, us) that He
would always remain with us. True
to His word, Jesus left us the Gos-
pel, His example for how to live,
pray, and serve others. Most impor-
tantly, Jesus left us the Church and
the Holy Mysteries, the means by
which each of us can have intimate,
personal encounters with the living
God. And just as He moved over
the waters as “a mighty wind” in the
beginning (see Genesis 1:2), Jesus
sent the Holy Spirit to remain with
us, moving over the whole earth and
through our lives. That breath of
the Holy Spirit, the call to share the
Gospel, and the courage to step out
from hiding and into the world is as
real and imperative today as it was in
the first century. At least it should
be, for every Christian.

Near the end of this month my hus-
band and I will celebrate our wed-
ding anniversary, and as I was think-
ing about that day, and all the years
that have passed since, my mind kept

returning to the crowns. In the East-
ern Catholic marriage ritual, there is
apointin the ceremony in which the
couple are crowned (yes, with ac-
tual crowns, like a king and queen).
The priest places the crowns on the
heads of the bride and groom. and
with that an epiclesis: the invoca-
tion of the Holy Spirit. In a way, the
Crowning in Matrimony is a kind of
“Pentecost” for the couple, and like
the Apostles who felt His presence
in the Upper Room, they will never
be the same again.

My musings over marriage and Pen-
tecost deepened as I reflected on
one of the symbolic meanings of the
crowns, which is martyrdom. Our
first thought on the meaning of that
word is of a saint who dies rather
than renouncing Christ. This is an
important meaning, but its rele-
vance isn’t limited to the sacrifice of
the first Christians, or to those who
are sadly persecuted today because
of their belief in the one, true God.
You and I are called to martyrdom,
too, whatever our state in life. To be
a Christian is to follow Christ, and
while none of us (hopefully!) will
be asked to give our lives by dying
for Him, every one of us is called to
die to self, for our own good and for
the good of others. Think about the
season of the Great Fast, where we
sacrifice certain foods and activities
that we enjoy, or refrain from buy-
ing things we want so that we can
give to those who have less than we
do. These are ways we die to self for

our personal sanctification and for
the good of others. We die to selfin
many other small (and large) ways
when we put another person ahead
of ourselves, even when it’s incon-
venient or deprives us of something
good. This is the Crown of Martyr-
dom I accepted when I married my
husband, answering the invitation
to die to myself for love of him. We
answered this invitation together as
a promise to die to ourselves when
called upon for love of others.

I can think of many instances in our
marriage when we were asked to die
to certain dreams (like biological
parenthood), or to our own desires
so that we could care for a fam-
ily member, be present to a friend,
serve our parish community, and
set aside our egos so that we could
serve each other with patience and
humility. Sometimes it’s a really
heavy crown! But when we have
eyes to appreciate it, the Crown of
Martyrdom is truly a gift.

The second meaning of martyrdom
is witness, and that’s what got me
thinking about the connection be-
tween the Crowning and Pentecost.
After receiving the Holy Spirit, and
filled with courage and a mission,
the Apostles left their hiding place
in the Upper Room and began to
proclaim the truth of Jesus Christ,
crucified and risen. They not only
witnessed Jesus dying and then alive
again, in the flesh, but they became
witnesses to others who had not

seen all they had. The Apostles’ tes-
timony was so compelling to those
who heard them preach because it
was real. They spoke with the au-
thenticity of their genuine, personal
encounters with Christ, and by do-
ing so many people came to believe
in Him. When Keith and I received
our crowns, we were given a call
similar to the Apostles. God doesn’t
expect us to stand on street corners
and start preaching, but He does
ask us to preach the Faith by help-
ing each other to grow closer in our
relationship with Him, which can be
a sign of God’s love and faithfulness
to others. This kind of martyrdom
is not reserved for marriage but is a
call to every follower of Christ. In
word and by example, every one of
us has a mission to share Christ with
others, and to be Christ to those in
need.

At your Baptism and Chrismation,
you experienced your own “little
Pentecost” when the Holy Spirit
came to rest in you, making your
body His temple and your soul His
dwelling place. And at every Divine
Liturgy that “little Pentecost” is re-
newed when, after the consecration,
the priest calls down the Holy Spirit
“on us and on the gifts placed before
us.” Whether or not you've received
the Crowns of Matrimony as your
vocation, the Holy Spirit is inviting
you to martyrdom. How will you
answer that call> ECL
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ur Festal Menaion abounds in

hymns of praise for our celebra-
tion of the Feast of the Nativity of the
holy Forerunner, Prophet, and Baptist
John. This feast tends to be overshad-
owed by the great feast celebrating the
Pre-eminent Apostles Peter and Paul,
but it is a key point in our salvation his-
tory to celebrate the birth of the Fore-
runner. I have chosen a few of these
hymns from the Vespers to highlight for
us how special and important this feast
is for us.

“When the time approached for the
Word of God to be born from a Virgin,
a Messenger came forth from a bar-
ren womb. He is the greatest born of
a'woman and the greatest of the proph-
ets. Behold, the beginnings of God’s
actions are beyond our understanding.
You were begotten eternally and con-
ceived without seed; You work won-
ders for our salvation. Glory to You!”

“O John, the Baptizer of Christ, you
manifested yourself to be a prophet and
forerunner from the time you were in
the womb. When you saw the queen
coming to her servant, you leaped for
joy in the womb of your mother, you,
the one conceived of a barren woman,

SEASONAL REFLECTIONS

Father Ronald Hatton

according to the promise made to the
elder Zechariah. You knew she was
bearing the eternal One Who was from
the Father without a mother. Now im-
plore God to have mercy on our souls.”

“Elizabeth said to the Virgin Mary:
How is it that the Mother of my God
has come to me? You bear the King,
and I, a soldier. You bear the Lawgiver,
and I, a preacher of the law. You bear
the Word, and I, the voice who an-
nounces the kingdom of heaven.”

When I read through the Vespers and
Matins for this feast, it is difficult not
to “leap for joy” myself for all God has
done for us, as we continue to celebrate
the Paschal season, and for His works
for our redemption and salvation. The
above hymns are just a taste of what we
hear during these services, and if we
can sing them and meditate on them,
the true joy of Zechariah and Elizabeth
can become our joy as well.

One of the things we can bring to the
celebration of the Nativity of John is
the celebration of the sanctity of life,
and our belief-nay, the fact-that life be-
gins at conception. “And it happened
that when Elizabeth heard Mary’s

Icon of the Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

greeting, the baby leaped in her womb,
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit. In a loud voice, she exclaimed,
‘Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb! Why
am I so favored, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? For behold,
when the voice of your greeting came
to my ears, the baby leaped in my womb
out of joy!” (Luke 1:41-44, EOB).
And in this quotation of Elizabeth, we
see not only that John, at this point 6
months in the womb (Luke 1:36) can

“THE BABY LEAPED IN MYy WoMB OUT OF Joy!”

acknowledge the presence of his Lord
and cousin, Jesus, in the womb of the
Virgin Mary, it also confirms the title
the ancient Church gave to the Blessed
Mother in calling her “Theotokos,”
(Greek) “Bohorodicen” (Slavonic)-
“The God-birther,” the “Mother of
God” (cf. verse 43). So, although we
celebrate John’s birth on this feast, we
also, through Scripture and the hymns
of the Church, affirm these basic tenets
of Catholic belief.

In the midst of our celebration of the
Feast of the Pre-eminent Apostles, let
us not forget to celebrate with fervor
and joy the Nativity of the Forerunner,
Prophet, and Baptist, John. ECL

WHY BYZANTINE CATHOLICS DO THAT

By Lisa Krochta Cipriani

SOLEMN, SIMPLE, AND HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION

Holy Days of Obligation are days
on which the faithful are expect-

ed to attend Divine Liturgy. Holy Days
of Obligation in the Byzantine Catholic
Church are not only a specific day but
also includes all Sundays (which can
be satisfied by attending a Saturday af-
ternoon/evening divine liturgy). The
following days are Holy Days of Obli-
gation:

January 6th, Theophany of Our Lord
Ascension of Our Lord [date varies]
June 29th, Peter and Paul,
Preeminent Apostles

August 15th, Dormition of the
Theotokos

December 25*, Birth of Our Lord

Note that a Holy Day of Obligation
may fall on a Sunday such as December
25% the Birth of our Lord. On such a
day your Sunday Holy Day of Obliga-
tion and a Holy Day of Obligation is
satisfied on the same day.

Priests have the option to celebrate Sol-
emn Holy Days and the faithful, when
they are scheduled, are encouraged to
attend.

January 17, St. Basil the Great, Arch-

bishop/ Circumcision of Our Lord
February 2", Presentation of Our
Lord

March 25", Annunciation of the
Theotokos

Bright Monday (date varies)

June 24" Nativity of John the Baptist
August 6", Transfiguration of Our Lord
September 8", Birth of the Theotokos
September 14", Exaltation of the
Holy Cross

October 1%, Protection of the Theotokos
November 8" Archangel Michael,
and All Angels

November 21%, Entrance of the
Theotokos

December 6™, Nicholas of Myra
December 8", Maternity of the Holy
Anna

December 26™, Synaxis of the Mother
of God

Simple Holy Days are celebrated with
a Divine Liturgy of the Feast. Although
every effort is made to celebrate on
the Feast Day the residing priest may
schedule the Divine Liturgy as close
as possible to the Feast Day, A Simple
Holy Day is not celebrated separately
when it falls on a Sunday. The faithful
are encouraged to attend Simple Holy
Days whenever possible.

January 30", Three Holy Hierarchs
Bright Tuesday [date varies]
Bright Wednesday [date varies]
Pentecost Monday [date varies]
July 20", Elijah, Great Prophet
August 29", Beheading of John the
Baptist

Dec 27", Stephen, Protomartyr

We can’t talk about Holy Days of Obli-
gation without talking about Mirovani-
je. One usually knows that a weekend
Divine Liturgy will conclude with
mirovanije because it was noted in the
bulletin, you attended a Holy Day of
Obligation during the week or for some
of us it’s when the altar boys come out
from behind the iconostasis holding
baskets of prosphora (blessed bread).

Mirovanije includes the congregation
being anointed by the priest with holy
oil at the conclusion of the Divine Lit-
urgy. By tracing the sign of the cross on
our forehead with holy oil our Priest is
confirming that all divine favors come
to us through the salvation power of
Jesus Christ. A verbal exchange is
performed between the priest and the
faithful being anointed.

During the Christmas season the priest
will say “Christ is born” and the faith-
ful’s response is “Glorify Him”. Dur-
ing the Easter Season the greeting is
“Christ is Risen!” and the response is
“Indeed He is Risen!”. For the remain-
der of the year the priest will say “Christ
is among us” to which the response
should be “He is, and He shall be” or
“He is and always will/shall be”. With
practice these are three easy responses
to remember. Responding with convic-
tion during mirovanije only makes the
occasion much more meaningful.

The congregation then takes a piece
of bread which was blessed during the
chanting of the festive Troparion on the
Solemn Holy Day or at the conclusion

of that day’s liturgy. ECL
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THE BYZANTINE LITURGY

By Archpriest David Petras, SEOD

THE ORDER OF DEACON

he diaconate is the first of the chei-

rotonia (major orders), adminis-
tered within the sanctuary in the Divine
Liturgy. The ordination takes place af-
ter the Anaphora but before Commu-
nion, to signify that the deacon is not
permitted to preside at the Eucharistic
Prayer. The newly ordained deacon
receives Communion before the other
deacons, and his first public action is
the Litany of Thanksgiving. It should
be noted that a man who is ordained
priest or deacon should not, by tradi-
tion, perform any public actions until
after they have received Communion,
which is the seal of the ordination.

The candidate is first led to the altar,
which he kisses on the four corners
three times. This is called the “intro-
duction to the altar,” for the major or-
ders are those that have service at the
holy table. This is an indication of the
sanctification of these orders, for while
the deacon, presbyter and bishop had
community responsibilities, their ser-
vice at the altar was considered their
most important function. After the
introduction to the altar, the candidate
kneels at southern corner of the altar
on one knee, for he receives only one
gift of the ministry. This custom was
already observed by Pseudo-Dionysius
(fifth century). The deacon says, “Give
the blessing,” but does not bless; he
says, “Let us pray,” but does not pray; he
says, “Wisdom, be attentive,” but does
not perfect.

The bishop then imposes hands for
ordination. The ordination actually
occurs through the Holy Spirit, as the
bishop notes in the second prayer for
the deacon, “For it is not by the laying
on of my hands, but by the visitation of
your abundant mercy, that your grace is
given to those worthy before you.” The
ordination begins with the well-known
formula “Divine grace, which always
heals illnesses and supplies what is
lacking... The prayer, “Divine grace...,”
is found in all the Easternrites. It seems
to date from the fourth century, and is
based on a work of Didymus the Blind
(313-398) or on a common source.
Defending the divinity of the Spirit,
Didymus wrote: “Indeed, the Lord is
said to be God the Father, truly Word...
and Spirit, the holy existing Spirit of
God, from whom we are sanctified and
strengthened, for his name is divine....
He is divine grace itself, which supplies
what is lacking and cures what is ill”
(On the Trinity II, 1). There is some
discussion among theologians as to
whether it is the sacramental formula or
only the proclamation of ordination. A
scroll was given by the chancellor to the
bishop, who then opened it and read
the text. The complete ordination then
followed with the laying on of hands
during two prayers.

Today, many parishes have men serving
as deacons. Fifty years ago, there were

almost no deacons, except for seminar-
ians who were to be ordained priests af-
ter a short diaconate. The order was re-
vived after the Second Vatican Council.
The Roman Catholic Church believed
thatrestoring the order of deacon would
give married men a way to serve in the
Liturgy and at the altar. However, it is
more than that. The order of deacon
is a sacramental mystery that embod-
ies the meaning of service to the com-
munity and is an essential part of the
ministry of the Church. In our Church,
the diaconate was also restored after the
Council. When it was restored, it was a
sacramental mystery of order for mar-
ried men. Since then, we have also re-
stored the married priesthood, but the
diaconate has yet remained, because it
has such an important role for spiritual
service in the people of God.

Traditionally, the office of deacon was
established by the ordination of St. Ste-
phen, who is called therefore the “pro-
todeacon” (the first deacon). This was
not the establishment of the diaconate
in the modern sense, because Saint

Stephen was ordained for a particular
function: to serve the Greek-speaking
community. Stephen is never called a
“deacon,” but he is chosen for diako-
nia (Greek, “service”), a general term
to cover all service to the community,
and not a technical name for an “order”
The passage from Acts is important,
though, because it may have influenced
the early diaconate, and made charita-
ble works a part of its role. Some find
the origin of the diaconate in the words
of Christ, “The Son of Man came not to
be served, but to serve” (Mark 10:45).
Christ was speaking of all service to the
Church, and all Christian faithful, who
conform to the image of Christ, can
render service, but it is also important,
because it made the diaconate the or-
der most conformable to the image of
Christ. Even today, the Litany of Peace
prays for the “diaconate in Christ.”

The first technical use of the term is in
Philippians 1:1: “Paul and Timothy,
servants of Christ Jesus, to all the holy
ones at Philippi, with their bishops and
deacons in Christ Jesus.”
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For the Opening of the Jubilee Year 2025
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The office is further developed in the
pastoral epistles. I Timothy 3:8-13 de-
scribes the characteristics required of
a deacon: “Deacons must be dignified,
not deceitful, not addicted to drink,
not greedy for sordid gain, holding fast
to the mystery of the faith with a clear
conscience .... Deacons may be married
only once and must manage their chil-
dren and their households well. Thus,
those who serve well as deacons gain
good standing and much confidence in
their faith in Christ Jesus.” As a people
of faith, we should honor those men
who choose to serve the community as
deacons. We owe a great debt to them

ECL

for their service.

Blessed be the Holy Consubstantial and Undivided Trinity, in the name of the unoriginate Father, the

beloved Son Jesus Christ, and the life creating and reviving Holy Spirit. Amen.

My dear friends in Jesus Christ,

The Pope of Rome Francis has declared a Holy Year for all of us, as popes have done from many
centuries. The custom is from the Jubilee Year that God ordered for his chosen people, that they should
rest every seventh day, that the land should rest every seventh year, and that after seven cycles of years,
that is after forty nine years, the fiftieth year should be a time of celebration, for thanking the almighty
God for blessing the earth, and for forgiveness of debts and reconciliation.

St. John the Beloved Disciple tells us that to all who receive Jesus, and to those who believe in the name
of Jesus, He gave the power to become children of God.

The Holy Father, using the keys given to Peter by Our Lord, and using his power to bind and loose on
earth, knowing that God will bind and loose in heaven, has given to all of us the power to obtain a
plenary indulgence, the remission of all the temporal punishment due to us for our lives of sins, provided
that we repent of these sins, and ask for forgiveness in the Sacramental Mystery of Confession, and
receive the Holy Eucharist, and make a pilgrimage to one of the sites designated for this purpose.

We can make our pilgrimage by traveling to the Eternal City of Rome and visiting a designated church, or
by visiting churches in Assisi or Pompeii or Loreto or Padua. In addition, the Holy Father has
empowered your bishop to designate pilgrimage churches in our own Eparchy of Passaic.

Taking into consideration the vast distances in our Eparchy and the spiritual needs of the people, as
Bishop of Passaic, | designate the following churches as pilgrimage destinations:

The Cathedral of St. Michael in Passaic, New Jersey, which is already designated by the Pope,

Furthermore, | designate

St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church in Freeland, Pennsylvania,

Holy Ghost Byzantine Catholic Church in Jessup, Pennsylvania,

St. Andrew Byzantine Catholic Church in Westbury, New York,

St. Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church in Danbury, Connecticut,
Epiphany of Our Lord Byzantine Catholic Church in Annandale, Virginia,
Epiphany of Our Lord Byzantine Catholic Church in Roswell, Georgia,
St. Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church in Orlando, Florida, and

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Byzantine Catholic Church in Toms River, New Jersey.

St. Paul tells us that the great virtues are Faith, Hope, and Love, and the greatest of these is Love. We
need Faith and Hope to Love, and the Holy Father has asked us this year to pray humbly to God for a
rekindling of Hope in our lives and in the world and to meditate on the beautiful virtue of Hope.

Given by my hand, this nineteenth day of January in the year of Our Lord 2025.

- James Hayer

fotosyncellus and Notary

o

Most Rev. Kurt Burnette
Bishop of Passaic
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SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

Father Jack Custer, S.S.L., S.T.D.

WIVES BE SUBMISSIVE

he most dramatic moment in a

Byzantine wedding may not be
the crowning, or the dance of Isaiah, or
the vows (which are only a concession
to civil laws anyway), but rather the
Epistle (Ephesians 5:20-33; our ritual
permits no alternatives). No sooner
does the lector read, “Wives be sub-
missive to your husbands” (Ephesians
5:22) then all manner of drama ensues.
The best man winks at the groom, the
bridesmaids turn to each other in hor-
ror, sorority sisters start whispering,
and that maiden aunt veteran of 1970’
feminism contemplates walking out in
protest. And none of them has actually
heard how the married love can be the
sacramental sign of Jesus Christ’s love
for His Church (Ephesians 5:32).

The offending word is, of course, “sub-
mit” By the time Paul invites wives to
“give precedence to” (the literal mean-
ing of Paul's Greek word ypotasso)
their husbands, he has already used this
same word to exhort all the Ephesians
(and all Christians) to “submit to one
another in the fear of God” (Ephesians
5:29; that “fear” is another unpopular
word; here we could almost substitute
“respect” or “reverence”). That means
everyone: apostles and new converts,

slaves and their masters, Jewish and
Gentile Christians, men and women
(Galatians 3:28), all giving precedence
to each other. Further along, (Ephe-
sians 5:21) Paul uses the same word
again to call husband and wife to “give
precedence to one another” Elsewhere
he encourages all Christians to outdo
each other in showing respect (Romans
12:10) and pleasing the other rather
than oneself (Romans 15:2).

So, it should be clear that the Epistle
does not make wives second class citi-
zens or deny that women enjoy a dig-
nity equal to that of men. The very first
page of the Bible rules that out: male
and female are both created “in the
image” and “after the likeness” of God
(Genesis 1:26-27). American women
had only enjoyed the federal right to
vote for ten years when Pope Pius XI
reaffirmed the original and authentic
teaching of the Church about Ephe-
sians S: “This subjection, however, does
not deny or take away the liberty which
fully belongs to the woman ...
of her dignity as a human person” (En-
cyclical Casti Connubii 27). Folks are
so busy being upset by the call for wives
to submit to their husbands that they
usually fail to hear the parallel com-

in view

mand made to grooms: to love your
wife “as Christ loved the Church ...
He gave Himself for her” (Ephesians
5:25). Grooms are challenged to mea-
sure their love against the yardstick of
Christ’s Cross!

Why does Paul make submission the
hallmark of Christian life for everyone
and for the married couple in particu-
lar? Because “Christ did not please
himself” (Romans 15:3). Or, as he
says in another Epistle, using that pes-
ky word again: “the Son will subject
himself to the one who subjected all
things to Him so that God may be all
in all” (1 Corinthians 15:28). Christ’s
submission is the Cross; an act of obe-
dience to the Father, an unselfish sac-
rifice, undertaken in love (Philippians
2:5-8; Matthew 26:36-46; John 12:27;
Hebrews 5:8). That’s why we sing the
tropar of the martyrs during the Rite of
Matrimony. Those crowns are crowns
of martyrdom (James 1:12; Revelation
2:10).

When Saint Paul describes Christ’s sac-
rificial love for the Church as the love
of a bridegroom for his bride, he is tap-
ping into a deep Biblical source. Old
Testament prophets had described the
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Lord’s relationship with His people in
those terms (Isaiah 61:10; Jeremiah
33:11; Hosea 2:14-20). John the Bap-
tist identified Jesus as the Bridegroom
of the Church (John 3:29), Jesus took
over the bridegroom’s role at the wed-
ding of Cana (John 2:1-10), and even
calls Himself the Bridegroom (Mark
2:19-20). Several of His parables de-
scribe the Kingdom of Heaven as a
wedding banquet (Matthew 22:1-14;
25:1-13) and that is how Saint John
sees it in his visions (Revelation 21:1-
6). We celebrate Christ as Bridegroom
at the Matins of Great and Holy Mon-
day, Tuesday, and Wednesday, as we
prepare to observe the consummation
(John 19:30; Revelation 21:6; the
word is often lost in translations) of
His love for His Church on the Cross,
where He gives Himself to her com-
pletely, body and soul, and generating
for her the new life which is the Resur-
rection. That is the great sacramental
“mystery” (Ephesians 5:32) Saint Paul
invites us to see in Christian marriage:
spouses surrendering their lives to each
other empowered by Christ’s love and
exemplified by His Cross. ECL

A:gels are mentioned hundreds of
imes in the Bible. They are present
throughout salvation history and in the
lives of the saints.

The word “angel” is mentioned over 300
times in the Bible. The name for God,
“the LORD of Hosts” (Tzevaot Sabaoth),
is used 238 times. Here, “hosts” means
armies. So, every time we hear that
phrase, we should think, “the LORD of

angelic armies.”

Angels are “ministering spirits sent forth
to serve, for the sake of those who are to
obtain salvation” (Heb. 1:14).

The Psalms reveal that “the angel of the
Lord encamps around those who fear
Him, and delivers them” (Ps. 34:7), that
God “will give His angels charge of you to
guard you in all your ways” (Ps. 91:11),
the angels are the “mighty ones who do
His word, hearkening to the voice of His
word” and “His ministers that do His will”
(Ps. 103:20, 21), and are commanded to
“praise the LORD” (Ps. 148:2).

In the Old Testament, angels appear in
the lives of Abraham, Isaac, Hagar and
Ishmael, Lot and Sodom, Jacob, Moses,
Joshua, Samson, Gideon, Balaam, Elijah,
Isaiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah, Daniel, Job,
and Tobit.

In the New Testament, angels appear to
our Lady at the Annunciation, to Saint
Joseph, to the shepherds at the Nativity,
to Our Lord after the temptation in the
wilderness, again at Gethsemane, at the

SCHOOL OF PRAYER

Father G. Scott Boghossian

Resurrection, in the book of Acts, and
throughout the book of Revelation.

Angels are often present in Christian ex-
perience, as indicated in the lives of the
saints, many of whom have seen and in-
teracted with the angelic hierarchy.

Saint Teresa of Avila writes, “I saw close to
me toward my left side an angel in bodily
form. I don't usually see angels in bodily
form except on rare occasions; although
many times angels appear to me, but
without my seeing them, as in the intel-
lectual vision I spoke about before” [cf.
Life, 27:2, 28:4].

From the time of our birth, we are each
assigned a guardian angel. “So sublime is
the dignity of the human soul that from
its birth there is appointed to each one a
Guardian Angel,” says Saint Jerome.

Saint Augustine says, “Go where we will,
our angels are always with us””

Saint Bernard of Clairvaux directs us to:
“make the holy angels your friends. No
matter how weak we may be, or lowly
our condition, or how great the dangers
which surround us, we have nothing to
fear under the protection of these guard-
ians!

THE HOLY ANGELS

In his book, All About the Angels, Father
Paul O’Sullivan writes, “Millions and mil-
lions of angels fill the heavens, ministering
unto God, but millions and millions of
angels are also here on earth, ministering
unto us. They are in our midst, around us,
about us, everywhere””

He assures us, “These angels are helping
us at every instant, doing us countless fa-
vors, and saving us from dangers and evils
of everykind. God has given us into their
charge.”

‘What does our guardian angel do for us?
According to Father Paul O’Sullivan (pp.
57-60):

Our guardian angel operates continually
on our behalf to make us “better, holier,
and happier,” unceasingly prays for us,
and guides us by whispering into our ear
holy thoughts and inspirations.

Our angel defends us against the attacks
of evil spirits and protects us from dan-
gers of body and soul.

He helps us find a marriage partner, suc-
ceed at work and in business matters, pass
tests and examinations in school, and en-
courages us during illnesses and the other
inevitable sufferings oflife.

In the spiritual classic Introduction to the
Devout Life, Saint Francis De Sales tells
Philothea: “Seek to be familiar with the
angels; learn to realize that they are con-
tinually present, although invisible. Spe-
cially love and revere the guardian angel
of the diocese in which you live, those of
the friends who surround you, and your
own. Commune with them frequently,
join in their songs of praise, and seek their
protection and help in all you do, spiritual
or temporal”

Angels are everywhere in the Bible, the
teachings of the Fathers, and the lives of
the saints. Know that the angels are pres-
ent in your life. Thank God for them,

honor them, and seek their constant help.

“O Guardian Angel, protector of my
soul and body, to your care I have been
entrusted by Christ. Obtain for me the
forgiveness of the sins I have committed
today. Protect me from the snares of my
enemy, that I may never again offend God
by sin. Pray for me, your sinful and un-
worthy servant that, through your help,
I may become worthy of the grace and
mercy of the most Holy Trinity and of the
immaculate Mother of our Lord God, Je-
sus Christ. Amen.” (Prayer of Saint Peter
the Studite). ECL
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Carpathian Village
{— F Saint Nicholas Shrine

802 Snow Hill Road, Cresco, PA 18326-7810

Tel (570) $95-3265 - Cell (570) 650-3252
Wyp

Email: carpathianvillage@earthlink.net

Father Michael J. Salnicky, Director
Carpathian Village is presently taking reservations for group re-
treats, ski weekends, family vacations, day of recollection week-
ends, parish or group picnics, and private retreats. To schedule

your event or for more information call or email Father Michael.

2025 Summer Camp Dates

July 6-10, 2025
Camp Theodore Tyros—Teen Coed Camp, Ages 13-17

July 13-17, 2025
Camp Theotokos—Girls Camp, Ages 6-17
July 20-24, 2025
— CAMP FULL —Altar Server Congress
—REGISTRATION CLOSED —
Aug 10-14, 2025
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Coed Camp, Ages 6-12
Register at:
https://www.eparchyofpassaic.com/youthsummercamps

Helping Hands Day — June 7, 2025

Helping Hands Day, sponsored by the Greek Catholic Union of the U.S.A,,
will occur at Mount Saint Macrina on Saturday, June 7, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00
PM. This annual event brings together young people and adults to prepare
for the 91st Annual Pilgrimage, which will be held on August 30th and 31st.

On this day, the youth and faithful of the Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy of
Pittsburgh, along with the GCU (a fraternal benefit society serving Byzan-
tine Catholics since 1892) and many friends of the Sisters of Saint Basil, will
come together to prepare the grounds for the Annual Pilgrimage. Volunteers
will clear floral gardens, shrines, urns, and other planting areas throughout
the grounds, followed by planting annuals. Other work areas will include
the pavilions, which will be cleared of leaves and debris accumulated over
the winter.

If you would like to participate, please note the following details:

. The group will meet at Trinity Center for coffee and donuts at 9:00
AM. A brief prayer service will follow, and work will begin shortly after.

. Bring lawn tools such as brooms, rakes, weed whackers for outdoor
tasks, and indoor cleaning supplies including brooms, mops, and dustpans.

. Lunch will be provided.

To register or for additional information, please call Sister Joanne at 724-
438-4940 or the GCU at 1-800-722-8644.

SAVE THE DATES
2025/26 Marriage Jubilarian Dates

October 11, 2025 (Saturday) Saint John's - Hazleton, PA

Marriage Jubilarians - Middle States ~ >:00 PM B anquet to Follow at
Epiphany of Our Lord - Annandale, Capriotti’s Catering- McAdoo
VA

4:00 PM - Banquet to Follow on
Premise Marriage Jubilarians - Southern
States

Saint Nicholas - Orlando, FL
11:00 AM - Banquet to Follow on
Premise

January 17,2026 (Saturday)

October 19, 2025 (Sunday)

Marriage Jubilarians - New Jersey,
New York, Connecticut

Saint Mary's - Hillsborough, NJ
3:00 PM - Banquet to Follow on
Premise

If you are celebrating a special Wed-
ding Anniversary — S-year incre-
ments,

October 26, 2025 (Sunday) Please submit your name to your
pastor to be included in this year’s

Marriage Jubilarians - All Pennsyl-
Jubilarian Celebration.

vania

CHARLESTON AREA OUTREACH INTEREST

Are you a Byzantine/Eastern Rite Catholic that has re-
located to the Charleston, NC area and miss attend-
ing the Divine Liturgy and other services? The Byz-
antine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic is exploring the
possibility of establishing an Outreach Community
in the Charleston area. Currently the closest Mission
is in the Myrtle Beach area. I'm working with one of
the priests in Passaic to help gauge interest. If there
is sufficient interest, the plan would be to have a Lit-
urgy somewhere in the Charleston area in the next
few months. If you are interested, please send me an
e-mail at michael-meador@sbcglobal.net.
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UPCOMING EPARCHIAL AND PARISH EVENTS

Circulation Department 8J UNE, 2025

445 Lackawanna Avenue
Woodland Park, NJ 07424

Solemn Holyday

Next Issue:

July, 2025 JULY, 2025

Copy Deadline:

Pentecost Sunday
9 Pentecost Monday Simple Holyday
24 Nativity of St. John the Baptist

29  Saints Peter & Paul
Holyday of Obligation

4 Independants Day
Chancery Closed

J ECL Subscription Information k

If you are holding a copy of this issue but are not a sub-
scriber... here is how you can get your very own subscription
to Eastern Catholic Life. If you belong to a Parish, please ask
your Pastor or Administrator to add you to the ECL subscrip-
tion list for the parish, and he/she will send me your name.
You will pay the parish directly for the subscription. If you are
not a parishioner of one of our Parishes, you may subscribe by

June, 20 2025

The current issue of the ECL
was printed at Evergreen
Printing, Bellmawr, NJ, and
was distributed from the
U.S. Post Office via second
class mailing in
Bellmawr, NJ.

THE ByZANTINE CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF PASSAIC
subscribes to the
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People
adopted by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. The
Eparchy, within all its parishes, institutions and programs, is committed to
assuring a safe environment in ministry for its children and young people

that conforms to Charter requirements. For further information regarding
the Eparchial Safe Environment Program please contact:

Father David J. Baratelli, Ed.S., M.Div.
Safe Environment Program Coordinator « 732-280-2682

Dr. Maureen Daddona, Ph.D.
Victim's Assistance Coordinator « 516-623-6456

sending a check for $20.00 per year, to Eastern Catholic Life,
445 Lackawanna Avenue, Woodland Park, NJ 07424. Yearly
renewal bills will be sent after the first year. If you have an ad-
dress change or need to cancel a subscription you may email
me at mfrench@eparchyofpassaic.com or call the Eparchy

of Passaic at 973-890-7777. As a courtesy, the ECL is also
posted on our website after the mail copies have gone out at

eparchyofpassaic.com

\ Maureen French — ECL circulation editor K




