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did a lot of traveling in May on your

behalf. I would never travel so much
if I weren’t the Bishop of Passaic, that’s
for sure. If you recall, our bishops com-
mitted to attending the Beatification of
Petro Oros in Transcarpathia on May 3.
Also, our Metropolitan Church sched-
uled a pilgrimage to Italy of the Holy
Year ending in Rome in the middle of
May. Even Bishop Artur was planning
to attend the Beatification, though he
risks being impressed into the military.
He was able to obtain a guarantee from
the government that he would not be
drafted if he returned for this event,

I LiFT UP MY EYES

Pastoral Reflections of Bishop Kurt

nevertheless, the Beatification was
cancelled because of the death of Pope
Francis. I was the only one to go to
Transcarpathia, because I already had
several tickets, and Bishop Teodor told
me to come anyway. Since there was a
gap between the time in Transcarpathia
and Rome, and because I was traveling
on Austrian Airlines in Europe, I went
to Austria for a few days between trips.
Asit turned out, I was able to do impor-
tant things for our church, as well as see
beautiful things.

I took off from Kogice Airport at the
very civilized hour of 2:25 in the af-
ternoon. My next trip out of Kogice
(we are returning in few months to try
again to beatify Petro Oros) will be at
5:25 in the morning. In Austria, I am
able to stay with the Canons of Kloster-
neuberg, and I was picked up at Vienna
Airport by Father Elias, one of the can-
ons. These Canons have a fascinating
history going back to St. Augustine. St.
Augustine as Bishop of Hippo required
all his priests in the diocese to live with

AUSTRIA AND MARIAPOCS

him in community. One of his rules
was that you are not allowed to say
anything negative about anyone else
unless he (or she) is in the room at the
same time, presumably within earshot.
Wouldn’t that be a great rule for all of
us to follow!

The Canons of Klosterneuberg were
founded by St. Leopold, that is, Leop-
old ITI, the Margrave of Austria and the
sixth ruler of Austria from October 12,
1095, to November 15, 1136. Accord-
ing to legend, his wife’s veil flew away
in the wind, and when they found it,
the Mother of God told him to build
a church on the spot. The Canons are
a special kind of monastery/diocesan
priest hybrid. Leopold wanted priests
to take care of his people in the par-
ishes, yet these priests live together in
a cloistered monastery and live in com-
munity, that is they take meals together
and pray the monastic office together
and elect their own superiors and of-
ficers, but they all have parish assign-
ments as pastors or other types of par-
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I was at a Holy Hour in a parish near
Klosterneuberg when we heard there was
white smoke. Pope Leo, the 267th pope, was
elected in Vatican City.

ish priests. Their community has no
historical connection to St. Augustine
except that they follow the same pat-
tern he invented. As Augustinian Can-
ons, do they have any connection with
the new Pope? I don’t know the answer
to that, but I think not.

...continued on page 2

Jack Figel presents the icon of Saints Leo the Great and Bartholomew to Pope Leo XIV

group of Orthodox and Catholic
ilgrims from the United States

met Pope Leo XIV on July 17th at
his residence in Castel Gandolfo, led
by Greek Orthodox Archbishop El-
pidophoros of America and Cardinal
Joseph Tobin of Newark. The group
included about 50 faithful on a nine-
day pilgrimage marking the Holy Year
of Hope and the 1700th anniversary of
the Council of Nicaea.

In his remarks, the Pope said unity
would not be achieved by revisiting
old arguments about primacy in the

church, but by walking together in faith,

hope and love. Rome, Constantinople
and all the other sees are not called
to vie for primacy, lest we risk finding
ourselves like the disciples all along the
way. Even as Jesus was announcing his
coming passion, the Apostles argued
about which of them was the greatest.

Jack Figel was among the group and is
a Lector of Epiphany of Our Lord Byz-
antine Catholic Church in Annandale,
VA. He was the only Eastern Catho-
lic in the pilgrimage and is known for
organizing ecumenical pilgrimages to
meet both the Pope and the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch. He presented Pope Leo

AN ECUMENICAL ICON FOR

PorEe L0 XIV

By Jack Figel, Eastern Christian Publications

with an icon of Saint Leo the Great
and the Apostle Bartholomew that he
had commissioned. A second copy was
intended for Orthodox Patriarch Bar-
tholomew in Constantinople, whom
the group planned to visit in the follow-
ing days.

Figel, who also works in the US Catho-
lic Conference of Bishops’ ecumenical
office as the Orthodox Church liaison,
is the founder and publisher of Eastern
Christian Publications and the founder
and chairman of the Orientale Lumen
Foundation. He said the gift symbol-
ized the idea of primacy in a special
way. “When I came up with the idea of
having the two saints represented by
these, two icons of the patrons of the
Pope and of the patriarch, the question
then became which one goes on which
side?”

“Which one takes precedence over
whom? Back to the age-old question
who’s first and who’s second? Usually
when you think of the icon of Mary and

Christ in this form, Christ is always on
the right and Mary’s always on the left
as you look at the icon. So, you would
think right takes the precedence. But
we couldn’t quite decide if that still ap-
plied to two saints.”

“And if it did, who took precedence? A
pope who was a just successor of Pe-
ter, namely Saint Leo, the first or Bar-
tholomew, who was an apostle. Which
is more important, an apostle or a
pope? Hard to tell. So, I came up with
a non-religious answer. That is, if you
look at a compass. East is to the right
and west is to the left. And so, we put
Bartholomew on the right and Leo on
the left. That’s a true story!”

After greeting each pilgrimage person-
ally, Pope Leo concluded the audience:
“May the blessing of Almighty God,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
come upon you all and remain with you
forever. Amen” in American English!
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St. Leopold III Margrave of Austria is
shown holding a church. He is the sixth
ruler of Austria and the founder of Kloster-
neuberg to supply priests for his people. He
reigned 41 years.

Austria is unique in that it never really
had a revolution nor was it “reformed”
by Protestants. It was not untouched
by the Protestant upheaval, but it set-
tled down as Catholic with a Catholic
monarch. Asaresult, Klosterneubergis
still in the Middle Ages. It owns lands,
just as medieval monasteries did, and so
it produces wine and has other income
from the lands. Austria, like most of
Europe, is increasingly secularized, and
has the same severe vocation shortage
as the rest of Europe. As a result, there

have been no new Canons from Austria.
A number of Americans and other for-
eigners joined in recent decades. They
did not receive a warm welcome from
the aristocratically minded Austrians.
However, since no one else joined, they
realized these young Canons are their
future and now live in harmony.

I was also able to visit the International
Theological Institute in Trumau, Aus-
tria. Itis south of Vienna, and you might
remember from previous columns that
itis near Baden. Baden was the favorite
hangout of aristocrats, even emperors,
who wanted to get away from the big
city. Mozart wrote his heavenly hymn
Ave Verum Corpus there for a friend
who was a choirmaster, and Beethoven
lived there and wrote his Ninth Sym-
phony there!

Did you know that Beethoven’s Ninth
Symphony is an important part of Japa-
nese Society? During World War one,
some Germans were interned in Japan
and formed an orchestra. On June 1,
1918, the German prisoners performed
the Ninth with a 45-member orchestra
and an 80-member choir—the nation’s
first hearing. The choir was all male, so
that must have been a unique sound. It
grew in popularity when Japan was al-
lied with Germany in World War Two.
In Japanese the Symphony is called the
Daiku, which can mean ninth. Every
year, the Symphony is performed and
participated all over Japan around the
New Year — that is our new year Janu-
ary 1 and the last week of December.
These performances are very popular,

The blue room at Gerstner. Anyone can feel like royalty here for less money than
eating out in New Jersey.
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The classical room at Gerstner. Anyone can feel like the Emperor of Austria — amazing
food for less money than in New Jersey.

and people practice all year to sing in
the choir. The largest performance is in
Osaka. Ten thousand people, the men
in black tuxedos, the women in black
skirt and white blouse, pack a large hall,
to sing the Ode to Joy! People pay a lot
of money to join in and must rehearse
all year. If they miss rehearsals, they

and one of our priests, Father Ryan Li-
ebhaber, US Army retired, completed
his studies there after previous study in
Pittsburgh for the diaconate. I was able
to meet up with his son Ryan, who is
still studying in Austria. During my vis-
it, Father Elias took me to visit the ITI
campus because the Canons are send-

The original Mdriapécs icon, the chief religious symbol of our Church. The icon in Pécs
miraculously wept in the winter of 1696, even in weather so cold that the chalice froze. Icon
was taken to Vienna and never wept again, but the new copy in Mdriapdcs wept several more
times before significant world events.

are kicked out of the choir. I encourage
you to check out these Japanese perfor-
mances on YouTube. It’s worth watch-
ing on a large television with a good
sound system, or headphones.

Getting back to the International Theo-
logical Institute in Trumau, you may
have heard it associated with Gaming,
Austria. In fact, it began in Gaming
upriver from Vienna, along with an
Austrian campus of an American uni-
versity in an abandoned monastery.
The Institute, called ITI, was begun at
the request of Saint Pope John Paul II,
to breathe with both lungs. The Insti-
tute is deliberately both eastern and

western. Two seminarians from our

Eparchy will be studying there this year,

.

The Pantocrator in the ceiling of the chapel
at the International Theological Institute in
Trumau, Austria. Pantocrator means Ruler

of All. It was used in the Greek Bible to
translate Lord of Sabaoth and El Shaddai.

ing some of their novices there to study
next year, and it was his first trip to the
Institute. I was able to concelebrate the
Divine Liturgy at the institute chapel
on Thursday, May 8. The singing was
very beautiful in the small stone chapel.
The Conclave was meeting in Rome,
and someone ran into the sacristy to
announce that a new Pope was elected,
but the name was not yet announced.
So, we had the awkward situation of
commemorating the Holy Father in the
Divine Liturgy without his name. Then
after Liturgy, we learned the rumor was
false, and the See of Peter was still emp-
ty. I'was able to meet the Rector of the
institute and finalize the admission of
our men from Passaic.

Later that evening, I accompanied
Father Elias to a parish church that he

Ryan Liebhaber, Jr, the eldest son of Rev.
Ryan Liebhaber, Sr.,, was able to visit me at
Trumau
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Part of the Pipe Organ in the great church of Klosterneuberg. Beneath is seen the choir
where the monks recite the liturgies and attend Mass.

pastors. They were having a holy hour
that evening. Before the service, we
learned that there was white smoke
from the Sistine Chapel. As you know,
the Cardinals had elected Robert Pre-
vost as the 267" pope on the fourth
ballot, that is the first ballot of the af-
ternoon of the second day. He was
asked by Cardinal Parolin whether he
accepted the office, and after affirming,
he was escorted to the “Room of Tears”.
It takes a while to announce the elec-
tion. As I was able to witness in 2005,
the powers of Italy assemble in the

front of the Piazza, both ecclesiastical
and secular. That is, the Vatican mili-
tary and police on the left side includ-
ing the Swiss Guard, and on the right
side the Italian military and police. This
time though, I stood outside the parish
in Austria with other pious Catholics,
staring at our smart phones, waiting for
the announcement. Of course, we were
astonished to learn it was an American
who chose the name Leo. That took
some time for adjustment. I am a few
months younger than Pope Leo, so I
wasn't in the position of many of my

A walkenstrasse, that is a “walking street”, in Vienna. The beautiful tower is the Hotel Asto-
ria. The original Astoria Hotel in New York City was named after Astoria, Oregon, which
in turn was named after John Jacob Astor, a tycoon from New York City who owned a fur

trading empire.

friends who have to say now that they
are actually older than the Pope! On
the other hand, I am a bishop longer
than the Pope by a year and eight days.
If you live a long time, you see many
strange things. We had delayed the
holy hour by at least an hour, so we as-
sembled in the church for an abbrevi-
ated service and, of course, prayed for
the new Pope.

The next day, Father Elias was able to
take me into Vienna. Everything is
so beautiful there. It was the wealthy
capital of an enormous empire, so ev-
erything is wonderful to look at in the
city, from the lush palace gardens, to
churches, to the buildings which span
the nineteenth century and many dif-
terent schools of architecture. Art Nou-
veau blossomed in Vienna, so there are
those buildings as well as more classical
ones. I like to go to a restaurant/pas-
try shop called Gerstner, when visiting
there. Its full name is Gerstner K.u.K
Hofzuckerbiker. The decor is so ex-
travagant, and the waiters are so pol-
ished and well-dressed that you feel like
a member of the imperial family. The
prices are actually cheaper than New
Jersey so anyone can experience the
teeling of royalty there. The food is as
good as the decor. The last time I was
there was for breakfast, and I was im-
pressed that the plates were heated so
that your breakfast foods stayed warm
through the meal.

You might not expect this, but one of
the spiritual high points in the trip was
in the heart of Vienna. As you know,
the spiritual heart of our church before
it was divided up by World War One
was in the town of Mériapdcs in now
east Hungary. It was in our tiny par-
ish church there on November 4, 1696,
that the icon of the Mother of God in
the iconostasis began to weep. The icon
wept for a fortnight. Many miracles
occurred as the crowds showed up. A
Latin Rite priest from a neighboring
village presented the dying body of a

child who was cured when touched by
the streaming tears. On December 8 of
that year, the icon began to weep again
even though the church was so cold
that the chalice froze. The icon wept for
another 11 days. The rulers of the em-
pire were fighting their last battles with
the Turks who had invaded Europe all
the way to Vienna. So, in February of
1697, the Emperor ordered the Icon
moved to Vienna. The journey took
several months because of the crowds,
and many miracles occurred among
the faithful. The icon was placed over
the high altar in St. Stephen Cathedral
in Vienna, though today it is in a side
chapel to the right of the entrance. As
you may know, the original icon never
wept again after moving to Vienna, but
the copy in Mériapdcs wept on several
future occasions, including at the be-
ginning of the overthrow of the Russian
government that led to over seventy
years of domination of half the world
to atheistic communism—good rea-
son to weep! So, I was able to visit the
original icon in St. Stephen Cathedral.
The area is almost empty since most
tourists have no idea of the spiritual
treasure they are walking by. I believe
only one woman prayed there besides
me and Father Elias. You can still see
the marks left by the tears. How much
sorrow and pain and destruction in the
next few centuries provoked these pro-
phetic tears!

I was able to spend time there at the
icon in St. Stephen’s Dom and pray
for all of you at this miraculous icon. I
prayed that God bless every one of you
through the intercession of his power-
ful and loving Mother, that He bless
your families and friends, most impor-
tantly that He bless you with firm Faith
and Hope, and the great virtue of Love
and Sacrifice, so that after the hard-
ships and tests of this world, you may
find your way to eternal happiness with
Him in the world to come.

i BT

A walkenstrasse in Vienna. Notice the “Five Guys” restaurant.



Eastern Catholic Life

AUGUST 2025

NACBEVR @3. 5 NV

N AV

Peore You Kiow

IN SAINT CLAIRE...

The Office of Christian Burial for a Priest

he Funeral of Father Francis T. Gera was held on Friday, June 20 at Saint

Mary Church, Saint Claire, PA by the following celebrants: Archpriest James
Hayer, Eparchial Protosyncellus, representing Bishop Kurt, Very Reverend Greg-
ory Noga, Protopresbyter, Reverend John Hutta, Very Reverend Edward Higgins,
Liturgical Master of Ceremonies, and Deacon Anthony Kotler.

IN TRENTON...

Saint Mary'’s Parish Hosts First Responders Appreciation Day to Honor Lo-
cal Heroes

O n Saturday, June 14, 2025, Saint Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church in Tren-
ton, New Jersey, opened its doors and hearts to the community for a deeply
meaningful event: First Responders Appreciation Day. The event was organized
to express gratitude to the brave men and women who serve and protect the Tren-
ton area—often at great personal risk.

The celebration honored members of the Trenton Police Department, Tren-
ton Fire Department, Trenton Emergency Medical Services (EMS), the Mercer
County Sherift’s Office, and the New Jersey State Police. These dedicated indi-
viduals were recognized not only for their service but for the countless ways they
embody courage, sacrifice, and care for the community.

Pastor Father Yuriy Oros opened the day with a warm welcome and prayer. Guests
were invited to tour the church and learn more about the Byzantine Catholic tra-

dition. The heart of the day was the formal recognition ceremony for the first re-
sponders, followed by closing remarks and prayer.

The event was also honored by the presence of special guests including: Kristen
Foca, South Jersey Regional Director, Office of Senator Andy Kim; Dan Benson,
Mercer County Executive; Jenna Figueroa Kettenburg, Councilwoman, South
Ward.

Food and refreshments were offered throughout the event, creating a welcoming
space for neighbors, guests, and honorees to gather, talk, and share in fellowship.

In addition to the first responders, several partner organizations were present, rep-
resenting the wide network of support that strengthens the community. These
included: United Way of Greater Mercer County; CYO of Mercer County; Tren-
ton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK); HomeFront; Central Jersey Family Health Con-
sortium; Younity; Mercer County Hispanic Association (MECHA); The Father
Center of New Jersey.

“Our parish wanted to do something meaningful—not just as a church event, but
as a gesture of neighborly love,” said Fr. Yuriy. “First Responders Appreciation Day
was our way of saying, “We see you, we thank you, and we stand with you.”

A special thank-you goes to the organizing committee, whose dedication, energy,
time, and love made this day possible. Their hard work ensured that our guests felt
welcomed, honored, and appreciated.

As a community of faith and service Saint Mary Parish continues to live out its
mission by building bridges between the Church and the wider community, re-
minding all that gratitude, compassion and love are central to the Gospel message.

IN JESSUP...

Holy Ghost Parish offers the Cross of Gratitude July 28—August 10

he Cross of Gratitude is a large wooden cross 20 feet high and 800 pounds

carved by Vataliy Sobolivskyy from Ukraine, when he felt the Lord tell him to
bring His cross to all the capital cities of the world in 2003. The cross and his mission
has been Blessed by Saint John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis. It was
created as a symbol of thanksgiving for the freedom of faith. It has traveled through
numerous countries as a sign of unity, faith, and peace. The cross will travel the world
to raise awareness of God’s Love and the upcoming 2000th Anniversary of the Pas-
sion, Crucifixion and Resurrection of our Lord. Holy Ghost Byzantine Catholic
Church is honored to host this sacred Cross for prayer, veneration, and renewal of
faith. Father Timothy Kennedy is Parochial Administrator of Holy Ghost.

Schedule of Services and Veneration

Friday, August 1 — 6:00 PM - Feast of the Procession of the Holy and Life-Creat-
ing Cross: Divine Liturgy and Veneration

Saturday, August 2 — 4:00 PM - Divine Liturgy and Veneration of the Cross
Sunday, August 3 — 9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy and Veneration of the Cross
Monday, August 4 — 5:30 PM - Scriptural Rosary (Sorrowful Mysteries) and Ven-
eration of the Cross

Tuesday, August S — 6:00 PM — Sacrament of Penance Service, Confessions, and
Veneration of the Cross

Wednesday, August 6 — 6:00 PM — Divine Liturgy and Veneration of the Cross
Saturday, August 9 — 4:00 PM - Divine Liturgy and Veneration of the Cross
Sunday, August 10 — 9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy and Veneration of the Cross

The Church will be open for private veneration and prayer from 9 AM until 6 PM
or time of services each day. All are welcome to join us in prayer, reflection, and
gratitude.

A PILGRIMAGE WITH A
CROSS OF GRATITUDE

TO ALL CAPITALS OF THE WORLD
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IN NEWARK...

Happenings at Saint George in Newark!

he Saint George, Newark, New Jersey parish family has been the host to some

recent very special events. On April 5, 2025, the parish welcomed a Holy
Year pilgrim group from Saint Rose of Lima Roman Catholic Church in Belmar,
New Jersey. A parish community of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Trenton,
New Jersey, its clergy, staff and parishioners have been tremendously supportive
of the life and ministry of the Saint George Parish Community. A group of 60
parishioners joined their Pastor, the Reverend Monsignor Edward Arnister and
parish staff members; Father John Paul Del Rosario, Reverend Monsignor Cajetan
“Tom” Salemi and Sister Donna D’Alia for a pilgrimage visit to the Cathedral Ba-
silica of the Sacred Heart in Newark, New Jersey where they were given a tour of
one of the United States most beautiful Cathedrals and the opportunity to pass
through the “Holy Doors” of the Basilica. Following their visit to the Cathedral
their pilgrimage journey took them to Saint George Church in the “Ironbound”

section of Newark where they were welcomed by Father David Baratelli, Parochial
Administrator of Saint George and members of the parish family. After a presenta-
tion on the history and tradition of the Eastern Catholic Churches and a Moleben
service for the Holy Year, a luncheon was enjoyed by all at La Sicilia Restaurant
in Belleville, New Jersey. Additionally, it has also been a time for special celebra-
tions of life in the Saint George community. On Sunday July 28, 2024, the parish
celebrated the 90th Birthday of Albert Fitz and on Sunday May 18, 2025, the 85th
birthday of Dorothy Tanchak, both lifelong members of the Saint George parish
family. Their ongoing participation in the life of our community is an inspiration
to our parish family. May God grant to them, His faithful servants, peace, health

and happiness for many more happy and blessed years!!!
4 |1

IN'TRENTON |

Memorial Liturgy for +Bishop Milan
Sasik

ictures of Bishop Sasik memorial

Liturgy at Saint Mary’s in Trenton
on Monday, July 14th. Bishop Kurt was
celebrant; Buropean priests (many of
whom were ordained by Bishop Sasik)
were concelebrants. Homilist was Arch-
priest Taras Lovska of Saint Ann Church
in Harrisburg and former Rector of the
Blessed Theodre Romzha Seminary in
Uzhorod. Very Reverend Yuri Oros, Pa-
rochial Administrator of Saint Mary’s
hosted the Liturgy. Cantors were Euro-
pean clergy, led by Fathers Vasyl Kopyn,
Eugene Hradil and Mihaylo Kravchuk.

IN WILKES-BARRE
TOWNSHIP...

Memorial Day 2025 was commemorated with the Members of American Le-
gion Post 815 attending a Panachida Service celebrated by Father Mykhaylo
Prodanets. The Legion members marched from the Legion to the church. Fol-
lowing the Panachida there was a parade and military services at the Legion home
where Father Prodanets gave the Benediction. Father Mykhaylo Prodanets is the
Parochial Administrator of Saint John the Baptist , Wilkes-Barre Twp.
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SISTERS OF SAINT BASIL TO CELEBRATE

O1sT ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE

THEOTOKOS: ICON OF HOPE

Sisters o/ the Order o/ St Basil the SGreal

500 West Main Street - P.O. Box 878
Unicntown, PA 15401 - Telephone 724-438-8644

Glory to Jesus Christ!

We are ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ Pope Francis chose this theme of hope for the jubilee with a clear understanding of the world situ-
ation. One does not need to look far to find areas throughout our world in need of hope, in need of God’s healing presence.

Our 91st Pilgrimage in honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, with the theme, Theotokos, Icon of Hope, once again draws us
close t o the Mother of God, as a beacon of hope in a world troubled by storms that rage all around us. She is the lighthouse
that leads us to the safe shores of her Son, Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

We sisters are excited and honored to welcome you to Mt. St. Macrina for the 91st Annual Pilgrimage to teh Shrine of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help this Labor Day weekend.

We kindly as for your patience this year, as Mt. St. Macrina is under a bit of construction, as the sisters prepare to move into our
“new” monastery at the end of this year. The Shrine of OLPH will, as always, be available to our pilgrims, to offer your prayers
and petitions, as well as your thanksgiving for all of the benefits bestowed on you and your family throughout the year. We

thank you in advance for respecting the much-needed precautions for the safety of all involved due to construction.

We sisters hope and pray that this 91st Pilgrimage is favored with good weather, and that all of you, our beloved Pilgrims, are
blessed with safe travels, as you return to your spiritual home here, at Mt. St. Macrina.

May Our Loving Theotokos, Icon of Hope, guide you and protect you, and continue to lead you to her Divine Son.
In the Love of the Lord,

d . ~ g
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Sr. Susan Sisko, OSBM

AUGUST 2025

IN HONOR OF OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP

Provincial
Friday, August 29 9:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY - Slavonic at Shrine Altar
6:30 PM COMPLINE and BLESSING OF WATER 11:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY - Vocations at Shrine Altar
Lourdes Grotto 12:00 - 5:00 PM MYSTERY OF RECONCILIATION (Confessions)
Saturday, August 30 Location to be determined
8:30 AM - 12NOON  MYSTERY OF RECONCILIATION (Confessions) 1:00 PM CHILDREN’S PROCESSION
Location to be determined with Special Blessing for Youth & Young Adults
OPENING OF PILGRIMAGE from Lourdes Grotto to the Shrine Altar
9:30 AM THIRD HOUR 2:00 PM ENRICHMENT SESSION at Trinity Center
At Shrine Altar BEREAVEMENT SESSION at Mausoleum
10:00 AM Procession with icon of Our Lady of Perpetual Help CHILDREN’S PILGRIMAGE at Children’s Tent
Jrom House of Prayer to Shrine Altar TEEN PILGRIMAGE at Prayer Garden
10:00AM DIVINELITURGY | , YOUNG ADULT PILGRIMAGE at Lourdes Tent
At Shrine Altar; Welcome: Sister Susan Sisko, OSBM X
MYSTERY OF ANOINTING at Shrine Alt:
1:00 — 5:00 PM MYSTERY OF RECONCILIATION (Confessions) b otrine e
Location to be determined 3:45PM Procession to Shrine Altar
1:00 PM MOLEBEN TO THE THEOTOKOS at Shrine Altar 4:00 PM DIVINE LITURGY at Shrine Altar
2:00 PM CHILDREN’S PILGRIMAGE at Children’s Tent Words of Gratitude: Sister Susan Sisko, O.S.B.M.
ORIENTATION for TEENS at Prayer Garden 7:30 PM CANDLELIGHT PROCESSION
Beginni d ending at the Shrine Alt
MYSTERY OF ANOINTING at Shrine Altar (Beginning and ending at the Shrine Altar)
CLOSING OF THE PILGRIMAGE
YOUNG ADULT PILGRIMAGE at Lourdes Tent
Following the Candlelight P ion:
3:00 PM TEEN PILGRIMAGE at Prayer Garden orowing the Landlellg r:l’cessmn
TEEN SOCIAL at P G A
4:00 PM VESPERS with DIVINE LITURGY o Trayer bArgen 2red
Shrine Altar YOUNG ADULT Social at Lourdes Tent
7:30 PM Procession to Cemetery Monday, September 1
PARASTAS 9:30 AM DIVINE LITURGY at the Shrine Altar
Teen Social after Parastas
Sunday, August 31 Although casual attire is acceptable, Pilgrims are asked to be mindful of the
7:30 AM MATINS at Shrine Altar religious nature of services and activities and to dress appropriately. Thank you!

8:00 AM - 12 NOON

MYSTERY OF RECONCILIATION (Confessions)
Location to be determined
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BisHOP’'S APPEAL 2024 — FINAL REPORT

Highlighted parishes reached their goal and received a 40% refund

Parish Location Goal Received
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church Trumbull, CT $15,400.00 $7,135.00
Saint Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church Danbury, CT $7,000.00 $2,030.00
Holy Trinity Byzantine Catholic Church New Britain, CT $4,800.00 $75.00
Saint Gregory of Nyssa Byzantine Catholic Church Beltsville, MD $5,400.00 $8,200.00
Saint Therese Byzantine Catholic Church Saint Petersburg, FL $10,600.00 $4,847.00
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church Bayonne, NJ $3,000.00 $1,110.00
Saint Elias Byzantine Catholic Church Carteret, NJ $4,400.00 $1,960.00
Saint Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church Dunellen, NJ $4,000.00 $2,350.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Jersey City, NJ $3,000.00 $7,600.00
Saint George Byzantine Catholic Church Linden, NJ $8,000.00 $1,250.00
Holy Spirit Byzantine Catholic Church Mahwah, NJ $2,600.00 $775.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Hillsborough, NJ $30,000.00 $7,386.00
Saint George Byzantine Catholic Church Newark, NJ $2,400.00 $1,725.00
Saint Joseph Byzantine Catholic Church New Brunswick, NJ $3,400.00 $1,000.00
Saints Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic Church Somerset, NJ $2,600.00 $250.00
Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel Passaic, NJ $25,200.00 $32,155.00
Saint Michael Byzantine Catholic Church Perth Amboy, NJ $4,000.00 $700.00
Saint Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church Perth Amboy, NJ $4,000.00 $1,227.00
Saints Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic Church Phillipsburg, NJ $3,000.00 $3,170.00
Saint Thomas the Apostle Byzantine Catholic Church Rahway, NJ $12,400.00 $13,385.00
Saint Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church Roebling, NJ $3,000.00 $3,000.00
Assumption of the Virgin Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Trenton, NJ $10,000.00 $10,350.00
Holy Spirit Byzantine Catholic Church Binghamton, NY $12,000.00 $1,127.00
Saints Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic Church Endicott, NY $4,000.00 $1,560.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church New York, NY $5,000.00 $6,501.00
Saints Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic Church Peekskill, NY $3,400.00 $6,850.00
Saint Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church White Plains, NY $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Saints Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic Church Beaver Meadows, PA $16,000.00 $5,785.00
Saints Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic Church Bethlehem, PA $17,000.00 $18,880.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Brockton, PA $2,000.00 $200.00
Blessed Virgin Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Coatesville, PA $1,800.00 $425.00
Saint Michael Byzantine Catholic Church Dunmore, PA $12,000.00 $4,735.00
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church Forest City, PA $4,000.00 $1,175.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Freeland, PA $15,000.00 $7,830.00
Saint Ann Byzantine Catholic Church Harrisburg, PA $16,000.00 $16,530.00
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church Hazleton, PA $18,400.00 $7,500.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Hazleton, PA $12,000.00 $5,094.00
Holy Ghost Byzantine Catholic Church Jessup, PA $13,000.00 $1,840.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Kingston, PA $8,880.00 $4,705.00
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church Lansford, PA $5,000.00 $1,180.00
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Byzantine Catholic Church Levittown, PA $7,800.00 $2,100.00
Saint Michael Byzantine Catholic Church McAdoo, PA $10,200.00 $1,295.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Mahanoy City, PA $10,000.00 $1,910.00
Saints Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic Church Minersville, PA $14,000.00 $3,555.00
Saint Michael Byzantine Catholic Church Mont Clare, PA $8,000.00 $8,250.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Nesquehoning, PA $3,000.00 $770.00
Saint Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church Old Forge, PA $8,200.00 $3,375.00
Holy Ghost Byzantine Catholic Church Philadelphia, PA $7,800.00 $4,000.00
Holy Trinity Byzantine Catholic Church Philadelphia, PA $3,000.00 $750.00
Saint Michael Byzantine Catholic Church Pittston, PA $8,200.00 $1,295.00
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church Pottstown, PA $13,800.00 $4,014.32
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Saint Clair, PA $3,200.00 $200.00
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church Scranton, PA $3,200.00 $70.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Scranton, PA $6,600.00 $1,600.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Sheppton, PA $2,000.00 $707.50
Saint Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church Swoyersville, PA $7,400.00 $3,015.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Taylor, PA $3,400.00 $1,350.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Wilkes-Barre, PA $19,800.00 $3,965.00
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church Wilkes-Barre Tw., PA $5,800.00 $1,950.00
Saint Basil Byzantine Catholic Church Miami, FL $3,000.00 $4,075.00
Resurrection Byzantine Catholic Church Smithtown, NY $8,800.00 $10,529.00
Nativity of Our Lord Byzantine Catholic Church East Brunswick, NJ $4,200.00 $1,250.00
Holy Wisdom Byzantine Catholic Church Flanders, NJ $1,600.00 $2,933.00
Patronage of the Mother of God Byzantine Catholic Church Arbutus, MD $9,800.00 $3,695.00
Epiphany of Our Lord Byzantine Catholic Church Annandale, VA $19,800.00 $25,145.00
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Byzantine Catholic Church Toms River, NJ $9,800.00 $10,360.00
Saint Nicholas of Myra Byzantine Catholic Church Orlando, FL $8,600.00 $2,900.00
Saint Andrew the Apostle Byzantine Catholic Church Westbury, NY $3,200.00 $7,575.00
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Olean, NY $3,750.00
Saint Nicholas Chapel Pocono Summit, PA $3,600.00 $1,615.00
Epiphany of Our Lord Byzantine Catholic Church Roswell, GA $10,800.00 $12,650.00
All Saints Byzantine Catholic Church North Fort Myers, FL $3,000.00 $3,150.00
Holy Dormition Byzantine Catholic Church Ormond Beach, FL $3,800.00 $1,100.00
Saint Anne Byzantine Catholic Church New Port Richey, FL $4,200.00 $4,600.00
Ascension of Our Lord Church Byzantine Catholic Church Williamsburg, VA $6,800.00 $7,532.00
Our Lady of the Sign Church Byzantine Catholic Church Coconut Creek, FL $6,200.00 $6,997.00
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Byzantine Catholic Church Virginia Beach, VA $3,200.00 $3,227.50
Saints Cyril & Methodius Byzantine Catholic Church Fort Pierce, FL $6,000.00 $1,000.00
Saints Cyril & Methodius Byzantine Catholic Church Cary, NC $10,000.00 $10,733.00
Epiphany of Our Lord Byzantine Catholic Mission Gaithersburg, MD $6,000.00 $6,000.00
Blessed Basil Hopko Byzantine Catholic Mission Conway, SC $600.00 $1,750.00
Non-Parish Affiliated Donors $3,615.00
TOTAL GOAL: $617,080.00 $387,950.95
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LIFE, LOVE, AND THE HUMAN PERSON

By Ann M. Koshute, MTS

WHO—OR WHAT—IS YOUR KING?

ift up your heads, O gates! and be

lifted up, O ancient doors! that the
King of glory may come in. Who is this
King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He
is the King of glory! (Psalm 24:9-10,
RSV-CE)

Lately there has been much talk and
news about “kings” and royalty in the
US and abroad, but this is definitely not
areflection on the politics of the day. In
fact, it’s quite the opposite, because as
much as engaging in political discourse
is not only important, but our duty as
Christians so that we can help create a
more just society, politics is too often
a distraction. Tribalism, partisanship,
whataboutism, and declaring sides are
huge wastes of time and energy that fo-
ment division. Such divisions negative-
ly impact some of our most important
relationships, but perhaps more damag-
ing is the internal upset, the anger and
seething some people immerse them-
selves in. Ultimately the loss of friend-
ships or closeness with loved ones,
and a personal focus on the news and
what “the powerful people” are doing
does the work of the Enemy. Discord
among people, coupled with inner tur-
moil, makes us vulnerable to the devil’s
attack. When dealing with politics and
the news, we must always discern and
pray for wisdom. The “kings” I am
thinking of are not political powerbro-
kers. There is no justice, no triumph of
love over hate, and no peace apart from
God. We must do our part but always
knowing that we are mere creatures
who are called to cooperate with and
yield to the will of our Creator.

The question each of us must ask our-
selves, ideally on a regular basis, is,
“Who (or what) is my king?” Give this
question some honest thought, without
jumping to an assumption that the an-
swer is Jesus. Yes, of course, you believe
Jesus is the “King of glory,” the Messiah
and the Almighty One. But do you find
yourself drifting toward other “rulers”
over your life? An obsession with poli-
tics can rule (and ruin) so many things
in our lives, but there are other “rulers”
that can easily take precedence over -
or negatively alter — your relationship
with God. A focus on money and sta-
tus or clinging to certain sins as a way of
self-soothing are powerful “rulers” that
will cause you to turn more and more
inward. Gossiping, lying, stealing (yes,
going into the office supply room at
work and grabbing a bunch of notepads
and paper clips to take home counts!),
all dull the conscience and will make
self-centeredness the supreme “ruler”
of your life. It’s easy to have God “on
call” when we need Him most, and He
certainly wants us to ask for what we
need. But as you examine your life and
how you view and relate to God, con-
sider honestly whether your relation-
ship with Him is mostly based on ring-
ing that “call button,” or if you take time

to be present with Him, to thank Him,
and to be loved by Him.

How do we guard against allowing
harmful or counterfeit “rulers” to be-
come our master? A good place to start
is Chapter 6 of Saint Matthew’s Gospel.
In it Jesus instructs us on prayer, fasting
and warns against “serving two mas-
ters” (24). He is essentially saying that
there are other “rulers’ that can take our
attention and allow a kind of “worship”
of them in place of God, so we must be
on guard. Then He gives the answer to
preventing us from worshipping at the
altar of these rulers in verse 33, “But
seek first His kingdom....” The transla-
tion of this passage that we hear when
this verse is proclaimed during the Di-
vine Liturgy is a bit different, and I like
it better: “Seek first His kingship over

you.” This is a powerful statement and
the antidote to the selfishness, temp-
tation toward caring only for worldly
pleasures, and complacency around
prayer that leads us toward those other
“rulers” in our lives.

Seek first (and at all times) His King-
ship over you in daily prayer, going to
Confession to root out those “false
kings” when they begin to hold sway,
and receiving the Eucharist. Regular
self-reflection is also important, to keep
your mind and heart focused on Him.
The cares of the world and our daily
lives are important, but Jesus also says,
“Do not be anxious about your life...”
(25). Not so easy, but that regular self-
reflection and commitment to prayer
is essential to reminding us that God is
caring for us, even when it doesn’t mean

things go exactly as we want. Will you
still get anxious and worried? Unfor-
tunately, this side of Heaven it’s almost
inevitable. But the worldly kings will
only heighten anxiety, inner turmoil,
and division. Seeking Jesus’ kingship
over you, your life, and those you love
makes more of a difference than it may
seem possible right now.

“Who is this King of glory?” It is Jesus,
the one who loves you more than your
finite heart can handle, or your human-
ly limited mind can comprehend. Jesus
is no tyrant! Seek Him, be with Him,
love Him, and be not afraid to let your-

self be ruled by Him. ECL

ICONOGRAPHY WORKSHOP

THURSDAY EVENINGS IN THE FALL 2025
WOODLAND PARK, NEW JERSEY

Fr. Marek Visnovsky will be offering an iconography workshop at St. Michael's
Cathedral Chapel, 415 Lackawanna Ave, Woodland Park, N] 07424, This class
will be on Thursdays, October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, and November 6 from 6 pm to
10 pm. We will paint the icon of NATIVITY - DETAIL (Mother of God holding
Jesus wrapped in swaddling clothes). The cost of the workshop is $450 and
includes boards, paints, brushes, twenty-four karat gold leaf (food and
accommodation not included). Beginners as well as advanced artists are
welcome. DEADLINE to register is Wednesday, September 17, 2025. Find the
registration online at www.stmichaelsarchangel.org For more information,

please email Fr, Marek at marekvisnovsky@yahoo.com

Fr. Marek is a married Byzantine Catholic priest, serving as the Rector of the
Cathedral of 5t. Michael the Archangel in Passaic, NJ. With his wife Miriam
they raise three children, Caroline, Elias, and Marco. For 25 years he has
been teaching iconography classes in the USA and Europe. He has painted
over 800 icons which are venerated in churches and private homes around
the world.
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SEASONAL REFLECTIONS

Father Ronald Hatton

UNDERSTANDING A PROFOUND MYSTERY IN EVERYDAY TERMS

Icon of the Transfiguration

€« ou were transfigured on the

mountain, O Christ our God...”

On Mount Tabor, Jesus took three of
His closest friends—Peter, James, and
John—up the mountain to pray. There,
something amazing happened: Jesus’
appearance changed, and His glory
shone so brightly that His friends fell to
the ground, overwhelmed by the light.
Angels stood in awe, the heavens and
the earth trembled, and everyone pres-
ent was filled with wonder at the sight
of Jesus revealed in His true majesty.
This event is what we call the Transfigu-
ration.

This moment wasn't just for show: Jesus
wanted to prepare His friends for what
was to come—His death and resurrec-
tion. By showing them a glimpse of
His divine glory, He helped them un-
derstand that after the suffering of the
Cross, there would be the joy of the Res-
urrection. In the Old Testament, when
Moses asked to see God’s glory, he was
told that no one could see God’s face and
live. But on Mount Tabor, the disciples
saw as much of God’s glory as they could
handle, a little taste of heaven on earth.

One of the prayers from the feast says
that through the Transfiguration, Jesus
restored Adam’s nature—the nature of
all humanity—to its original beauty. In
other words, the light shining from Je-
sus is a promise for all of us: we, too, are
meant for something glorious. When
Jesus rose from the dead, He showed us
that our destiny is not darkness or death,
but resurrection and life with God, shin-
ing with His light.

During the Divine Liturgy, we pray:
“Open the eyes of our minds to a sight
of indescribable beauty, just as You did
for Your apostles... Guide us also into
higher things by Your all-powerful right
hand... May we remember Your Fa-
ther’s voice calling You His beloved Son,
so that, by following Your teachings, we
may be worthy of Your everlasting king-

»

dom.

The Feast of the Transfiguration is a re-
minder for all of us to let God change
us from within. We are called to be
“lights in the darkness,” bringing hope
and faith to the world around us. The
change that happened to Jesus on the
mountain points to the change that
can happen in each of us if we open our
hearts to God. Saint Paul tells us, “Do
not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewal of your
mind, so that you may know what is the
will of God, what is good and accept-
able and perfect” (Romans 12:2).

Everythingin the Church’s year—every
prayer, every feast, every moment—is
meant to help us grow closer to God,
to turn away from sin, and to become

more like Christ. The Transfiguration
isn't just a story from long ago; it’s a
promise for our future. God wants us
to share in His glory one day, just as Je-
sus showed His glory to Peter, James,
and John. As we pray in the Liturgy,
“You brought us out of nothingness
into being, and when we had fallen, You
raised us up again and did everything
to bring us to heaven and give us Your
kingdom.”

The Transfiguration shows us what God
has in store for those who love Him.
Let us thank Him for this great feast
and try to live each day in a way that lets
His light shine through us. ECL

sbcglobal.net.

CHARLESTON AREA OUTREACH INTEREST

Are you a Byzantine/Eastern Rite Catholic that has relocated
to the Charleston, SC area and miss attending the Divine
Liturgy and other services? The Byzantine Catholic Epar-
chy of Passaic is exploring the possibility of establishing an
Outreach Community in the Charleston area. Currently the
closest Mission is in the Myrtle Beach area. I'm working with
one of the priests in Passaic to help gauge interest. If there is
sufficient interest, the plan would be to have a Liturgy some-
where in the Charleston area in the next few months. If you
are interested, please send me an e-mail at michael-meador@

ECPuBs WINS A CATHOLIC MEDIA ASSOCIATION BOOK AWARD

by Jack Figel of Eastern Christian Publications

astern Christian Publications, led

by Lector Jack Figel of Epiphany of
Our Lord Byzantine Catholic Church in
Annandale, VA, is proud to announce
that Lectures from Oxford by the late
Metropolitan Kallistos of Diokleia has
been awarded First Place in the Cath-
olic Media Association Book Awards

in the “Religious Book Series” cat-
egory.

This honor celebrates a landmark
in contemporary Eastern Christian
thought. These extraordinary lectures
were until now, only heard by Oxford
theology students. Thanks to Jack’s
exclusive video recordings and careful
transcriptions, they have been made
available to the wider Church. Readers
are invited to engage with Metropolitan
Kallistos’s insights into Patristics, The-
ology, Ecumenism, Liturgy, Spiritu-
ality, and Church History. This book

series invites readers into the depth and
warmth of the Eastern Christian tradi-
tion—as if sitting in one of his unfor-
gettable Oxford seminars.

“Such was Metropolitan Kallistos— histo-
rian, theologian, patristic scholar, ecumen-
ist, but most of all, a consummate teacher
and spiritual guide,” from the Preface
of Volume VI: History by Bishop John
Michael Botean, Romanian Catholic
Diocese of Canton, OH. “Kallistos had
a natural gift of weaving together the
writing of many sources into a single
tapestry and was both engaging and
educational,” written by John Chrys-
savgis, Archdeacon of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, in the Preface of Volume
II: Theology.

Presented in a beautifully produced six-
volume set, the collection captures the
warmth, clarity, and pastoral wisdom

that made Metropolitan Kallistos a be-
loved bridge between East and West,
and a spiritual guide to many.

In the same spirit, Eastern Christian
Publications has also completed Lec-
tures from Rome by the late Archiman-
drite Robert Taft, SJ. This six-volume
collection includes 3 complete books,
30 lectures, and 15 plenary sessions
from the Orientale Lumen Confer-
ences. Forewords were written by both
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and
Cardinal Claudio Gugerotti, Prefect of
the Dicastery for the Eastern Churches.
Together, the Oxford and Rome collec-
tions offer a rare and invaluable win-
dow into the richness of the Eastern
Christian tradition through two of its
most respected voices.

Don’t miss this opportunity while
supplies last to own two historic col-

lections of Eastern Christian thought—
recognized and revered by both East
and West.

For media inquiries or bulk orders
please contact:
info@ecpubs.com | 703-691-8862
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THE BYZANTINE LITURGY

By Archpriest David Petras, SEOD

THE DEACON AND CHRISTIAN SERVICE

he order of deacon is the first

of the sacramental orders of the
Church. In the New Testament sev-
en men are called deacons: Stephen,
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolaus. When these
men were chosen for service, Scripture
says that the apostles “prayed and laid
hands on them” (Acts 6:6). Later, in
the letter of Saint Paul to Timothy, the
qualifications that deacon were to pos-
sess were described” (1 Timothy 3:8-
13). It is not certain that these early
deacons functioned in the Church and
in its Liturgy as later developed, but
we see here that service is an essential
mark of the sacramental mystery of the
laying on of hands. Our Lord revealed
to us, “The Son of Man did not come to
be served but to serve” (Mark 10:45).
At the Last Supper, Jesus washed the
feet of his disciples and taught them, “I
am among you as the one who serves”
(Luke 22:27). We are called to imitate
Christ, so we also must serve one an-
other. Saint Paul writes, “serve one an-
other through love” (Galatians 5:13).
It is clear that these are command-
ments to all Christians. Therefore, it
is even more important that it be a law
for those who receive the Holy Spirit
for ministry through the laying on of
hands. It is so important that anyone
who is called to a higher order, as priest
or bishop, must still serve a period of

RICAN

RAF FLES!
$2,500 in Cash Prizes

* Family Friendly
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 23, 2025
11 AM-7PM

ST. ANN BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg ® (717) 652-1415 e StAnnByz.org

CELEBRATING: LITURGY @ 10 AM & VESPERS @ 3 PM
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POLKA WHOO0O

* East European Gift Shop

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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internship as a servant, for the mark of
service is what identifies a Christian.

There is also another reality about
Church offices and life in faith. The
greatest temptation to someone who
wants to be a good person of religion,
or who wants to receive an office of au-
thority or a function within the people
of God, is to believe that this status
makes them a little better than the oth-
ers. This inclination among those who
are ordained is called clericalism. The
religious author Russell Shaw defined
“[It] assumes that clerics
not only are but also are meant to be
active, dominant elite in the church
and lay people the passive, subservi-
ent mass.” In 2016, Pope Francis said
“[contemporary priests] feel superior,
clerics distance themselves from the
people .... The evil of clericalism is a
really awful thing” In 2023, he added,
clericalism is “a disease that causes us
to lose the memory of the baptism we

clericalism:

have received,” that is, that in baptism
we have been conformed to Christ,
who “He emptied himself, taking the
form of a slave, coming in human like-
ness” (Philippians 2:7). Cardinal Rob-
ert Prevost, now Pope Leo XIV, said
“His [Pope Francis'] message is pre-
cisely to inspire, to lead, to push all of us
who are members of the clergy to not
get so caught up in a lot of the external

DJ RYAN B

Scan QR Code
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trappings but look for ways to truly be
examples of the mercy, the compassion,
the healing of Jesus Christ.”

The model for clericalism in the Gospel
is the Pharisee who prayed, “O God,
I thank you that I am not like the rest
of men...” (Luke 18:11). Jesus con-
demned those who thought that reli-
gion gave them an exalted status, “They
widen their phylacteries and lengthen
their tassels. They love places of honor
at banquets, seats of honor in syna-
gogues, greetings in marketplaces, and
the salutation ‘Rabbi.” (Matthew 23:5-
7). This is not a condemnation of cleri-
cal dressin principle. Afterall,in human
society, people often wear uniforms to
signify their role and function in ser-
vice to people. Deacons, priests, and
bishops wear special and ornate vest-
ments in their liturgical service to in-
dicate it is not them as individuals, that
they serve, but only that they serve by
the grace of God, and not by their own
merits. However, clerical clothing can
become not simply humble identifica-
tion but a sign of their own glory, when
they strive to manifest themselves as re-
ally special people. This comes from a
corrupt heart that has fallen to the sin
of pride and inward entitlement. Sadly,
lay people sometimes enable and sup-
port clericalism. It relieves them of the
burden of service themselves and lays it
entirely upon the cleric, who then be-
comes a kind of sacrificial lamb who is
holy in place of the holiness that we are
all called to by baptism.
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The desire for service to the Church, to
the people of God, is a “noble task” (1
Timothy 3:1). To want to be a deacon
or a priest is a worthy goal. It must be
sought with the first principle, the role
of service. While the office of deacon
or priest may be at times very difficult,
it should not become a life of misery.
The true joy of orders, however, is not
in the glory of the office, but in service
and humility. It is human weakness
when we say to ourselves that I am go-
ing to squeeze all the glory of this office
for myself as much as possible. True joy
and glory do not come from seizing it
for oneself. The image of Jesus is the
theme of the diaconate, and also of the
priesthood. True joy and glory come
only from offering oneself completely
to God. To return to Saint Paul’s let-
ter to the Philippians, the glory of Jesus
comes from his service to his people,
“He humbled himself, becoming obedi-
ent to death, even death on a cross. Be-
cause of this, God greatly exalted Him
and bestowed on Him the name that is
above every name” (Philippians 2:8-9).
The lay people also have a role in this.
They should be open to the grace of
God which comes through the humble
and sincere service of their deacons,
priests and bishops. The ordained cler-
ics do not take upon themselves the
burden of faithfulness and holiness that
God has called us all to. This can hap-
pen only when we serve God and one
anotherinlove. Only in this way can we
support our clerics in the role that God
has summoned them. As Saint Paul
wrote, “Put on then, as God’s chosen
ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt com-
passion, kindness, humility, gentleness,
and patience, bearing with one another

and forgiving one another” (Colossians
3:12-13). ECL

Saint Therese Pilgrimage
Holy Annunciation Monastery 403 West County Road Sugarloaf, PA 18249

Opening of Pilgrimage
Friday — September 19* at 4 PM

Akathist to the Theotokos with Small Compline
followed by Investiture / Commitment of Myrrhbearing Lay Sisters

Saturday - September 20
4:45 AM ~ Matins (Vigil)

6:15 AM ~ Life and Persons in the Life of Saint Therese (video from

the previous year)

8:00 AM ~ Moleben to Saint Therese

9:00 AM ~ Stations of the Cross

Confessions available from 9 AM to 11:30 AM in the Belvedere area
9:45 AM ~ History of the Monastery
11:00 AM ~ Children's procession — bringing flowers to the Mother

of God

12:00 DIVINE LITURGY
Blessing of Roses

Most Reverend William Skurla, Metropolitan Archbishop of Pittsburg
Most Reverend Kurt Burnette, Eparch of Passaic

LUNCH - Food available for purchase (Mobile Diner) or bring

your own lunch

3:30 PM - TOUR of the Monastery Farm

Concluding Service
Sunday Vespers at 4:45 PM

Last Anthem: Blessing of our Lady of Sugarloaf

For more information
call: 1-800-882-0028 ~ Email: giftfromthenuns@ptd.net
www.byzantinediscalcedcarmelites.com
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SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

Father Jack Custer, S.S.L., S.T.D.

Most HoLy THEOTOKOS, SAVE Us

he Canon of Paraklis repeats a

simple refrain between each of
the tropars in each of the eight Odes:
“Most Holy Theotokos, save us.” This
brief, ancient prayer recurs in many
other places in Byzantine liturgical
services and seems entirely natural to
us. Yet to members of the protestant
denominations that have emerged in
the past 500 years, connecting salva-
tion with any name other than Jesus
Christ seems outrageous and contrary
to God’s revealed word.

Catholic and Orthodox Christians
know perfectly well that we are saved
only by the Passion and Resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. We know that
we claim this gift of salvation person-
ally through Baptism. When we pray
“Most Holy Theotokos, save us,” we
are asking Mary to intercede for us,
to help us remain united with Christ
through all the means of grace God
offers us throughout our lives. You
might say we are asking Mary to medi-
ate for us, to speak to her son on our

behalf.

That, our protestant brethren would
say, is precisely the problem! St Paul

taught: “There is only one God and
only one mediator between God and
men, the man Jesus Christ, who gave
himself as a ransom for all” (1 Timo-
thy 2:5-6). But one of the most com-
mon icons, the Deisis, shows Mary
standing beneath the Cross (as indeed
she did; John 19:25) along with John
the Baptist (who identified Jesus as
“the Lamb of God who takes away the
sins of the world;” John 1:29.36). This
“woman full of grace” (Luke 1:28) and
this man greater “than all those born
of woman” (according to Jesus: Mat-
thew 11:11) are proposed as human-
ity’s best representatives who are best
suited to intercede for the rest of us.

In fact, Scripture shows Mary doing
just that, at the wedding in Cana (John
2: 1-12), when she brought the lack of
wine to her son’s attention, setting the
stage for the miracle that transformed
water into wine, showed matrimony
to be a sacramental mystery, revealed
Jesus as the true Bridegroom, and also
saved a young couple from embarrass-
ment. In more symbolic language,
Revelation 12 shows the “woman
clothed with the sun” to be the Mother
who cares for the Church on earth.

Christians naturally ask each other to
pray for them. Scripture teaches us to
pray for one another (Ephesians 6:18;
1 Timothy 2: 1-2; James 5:16). Since
for God there is no barrier between
the earthly Church and those who
have gone before us (Matthew 22:32,
Mark 12:27, Luke 20:38), we can ask
the intercession of the saints. Who
better to ask than the Mother of God?

But still, “save us” sounds stronger than
“pray for us,” and we know that Jesus
alone is our Savior. Humanity’s salva-
tion, however, requires human coop-
eration. The apostles Paul and James
both apply the word “save” to the ef-
forts human beings can make for each
other, whether preaching, teaching, or
admonishing sinners (1 Corinthians
9:22; 1 Timothy 4:16; James 5:19-
20). Only God can create life or end
life, yet you would credit the person
who pulled you out of a burning build-
ing with “saving” your life. Salvation
happened, once and for all, through
the concrete ministry, passion, death,
resurrection, and glorification of Jesus
Christ. Yetitisthe human members of
the Church, clergy, and laity alike, who
continue to offer access to Christ’s sav-

ing power to people every place and
every age.

Once again, no one has more to do
with this salvation than Mary. The
divine and eternal Son of God had to
take on Himself the entire human ex-
perience, including temptation and
death, the consequence of sin, in or-
der to redeem us from death and of-
fer us eternal life and the inheritance
of heaven. He needed a human nature
and humanity---one human moth-
er-had to offer that nature to Him
freely. Mary’s gift of humanity-the
body, soul, intellect, memory, will,
emotions, and limitations---enabled
the Son of God to take human nature
through a life of obedience, a sacri-
ficial death, resurrection from the
dead and enthronement at God’s right
hand. Itis as Mary’s Son no less than
as God’s that Jesus becomes related to
us (Romans 8:29) and has gone before
us (Hebrews 12:2) to prepare a place
for us (John 14:3). Mary’s “yes” to the
Archangel was the first and greatest act
of human cooperation with God for
our salvation. ECL

« W’hen words are many, trans-
gression is not lacking” (Pr.
10:19).

While you were talking to a friend, you
didn’t think you said anything that con-
stituted gossip, detraction, or unchari-
table speech. Still, hours later, upon re-
flection, you realize that you said plenty
of things that were out of line, unkind,
and even sinful.

Sometimes we are upset about things
Unfortu-
nately, “venting” may not be very help-
ful and can also lead us to say things we
sincerely regret.

and feel we need to vent.

Thomas & Kempis writes,
“Many a time I wish that I had held
my peace and had not associated with
men. Why, indeed, do we converse
and gossip among ourselves when we
so seldom part without a troubled
conscience? We do so because we seek
comfort from one another’s conversa-
tion and wish to ease the mind wea-
ried by diverse thoughts. Hence, we
talk and think quite fondly of things
we like very much or of things we
dislike intensely. But, sad to say, we
often talk vainly and to no purpose;
for this external pleasure effectively
bars inward and divine consolation”
(Imitation, Book 1, Chapter 10).

How many times do we chatter away to
make conversation or be friendly, only
to have our conscience convict us that
we've shared confidential matters, been
too critical, or said things we shouldn’t
have said? “Me and my big mouth!”

SCHOOL OF PRAYER

Father G. Scott Boghossian

The Holy Apostle James understood

our little problem:
“The tongue is a little member and
boasts of great things. How great a
forest is set ablaze by a small fire!
And the tongue is a fire. The tongue
is an unrighteous world among our
members, staining the whole body, set-
ting on fire the cycle of nature, and set
on fire by hell. For every kind of beast
and bird, of reptile and sea creature,
can be tamed and has been tamed by
humankind. Still, no human being
can tame the tongue — a restless evil,

full of deadly poison” (James 3:5-8).

Our Lord tells us,
“on the day of judgment men will
render account for every careless word
they utter; for by your words, you will
be justified, and by your words you
will be condemned.” (Mt. 12:34-37).

Let us pray: “O LORD, rebuke me not
in thy anger, nor chasten me in thy
wrath” (Ps. 38:1)!

The wise Solomon says,
“Be not rash with your mouth, nor let
your heart be hasty to utter a word
before God, for God is in heaven, and
you upon earth; therefore let your
words be few” (Eccles. 5:2), and “even
a fool who keeps silent is considered

WHEN WORDS ARE MANY

wise; when he closes his lips, he is
deemed intelligent” (Pr. 17:28).

Yeshua ben Sira writes
“O that a guard were set over my
mouth, and a seal of prudence upon
my lips, that it may keep me from
falling, so that my tongue may not
destroy me! (Sir. 23:27) and “many
have fallen by the edge of the sword,
but not so many as have fallen be-
cause of the tongue. (Sir. 28:18).

Saint John of the Ladder warns us:
“Talkativeness is a sign of ignorance,
a door to slander, a guide to jesting, a
servant of falsehood, the ruin of com-
punction, a creator of despondency, a
precursor of sleep, the dissipation of
recollection, the abolition of watchful-
ness, the cooling of ardout, the darken-
ing of prayer” (Ladder, 11:2).

Abba Arsenius heard a voice saying,
“Arsenius, flee, be silent, pray always,
for these are the source of sinlessness.”
(Ward, 9). He said, “I have often
repented of having spoken, but never
of having been silent.” (Ward, 18).

“Whoever keeps his tongue, keeps his
soul,” said Saint Paul of the Cross.

Saint Therese of Lisieux’s sister Celine
testified during her process of canon-
ization that
“her great method was silence. She
had learned this from the Blessed
Virgin... Like Mary, she loved to keep
all things in her heart, her joys and
sorrows alike. This reserve was her
strength and the starting point of her
perfection, just as it was the visible
character which distinguished her
from others by her great composure.”

Saint Alphonsus says,
“Let it be your care always to speak
well of all. Speak of others as you
would wish to be spoken of by others.
With regard to the absent, observe the
excellent rule of Saint Mary Magda-
lene de Pazzi: ‘Never to utter in their
absence what you would not say in
their presence.”

Saint Paul writes, “Let no evil talk come
out of your mouths, but only such as is
good for edifying, as fits the occasion,
that it may impart grace to those who
hear” (Eph. 4:29).

Let us pray: “Set a guard over my
mouth, O Lord, keep watch over the
door of my lips!” (Ps. 141:3). ECL
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Carpathian Village
Saint Nicholas Shrine

802 Snow Hill Road, Cresco, PA 18326-7810
Tel (570) 595-3265 - Cell (570) 650-3252
Email: carpathianvillage@earthlink.net
Father Michael J. Salnicky, Director

Carpathian Village is presently taking reservations for group re-
treats, ski weekends, family vacations, day of recollection week-
ends, parish or group picnics, and private retreats. To schedule

your event or for more information call or email Father Michael.

2025 Summer Camp Dates

—Teen Coed Camp and Girls Camp
Canceled due to lack of registration—

a“o“

%‘
? Aug 10-14, 2025
éamp St Nicholas—Preteen Coed Camp, Ages 6-12

Register at:
https://www.eparchyofpassaic.com/youthsummercamps

SAVE THE DATES
2025/26 Marriage Jubilarian Dates

October 11, 2025 (Saturday) Saint John's - Hazleton, PA

Marriage Jubilarians - Middle States  >:00 PM ’B anquet to Follow at
Epiphany of Our Lord - Annandale, Capriotti’s Catering- McAdoo
VA

4:00 PM - Banquet to Follow on
Premise Marriage Jubilarians - Southern
States

Saint Nicholas - Orlando, FL
11:00 AM - Banquet to Follow on
Premise

January 17,2026 (Saturday)

October 19, 2025 (Sunday)

Marriage Jubilarians - New Jersey,
New York, Connecticut

Saint Mary's - Hillsborough, NJ
3:00 PM - Banquet to Follow on
Premise

If you are celebrating a special Wed-
ding Anniversary — S-year incre-
ments,

October 26, 2025 (Sunday)

Marriage Jubilarians - All Pennsyl-
vania

Please submit your name to your
pastor to be included in this year’s
Jubilarian Celebration.
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From the Ofhce of the Bishop

—SMART PHONES IN THE CONFESSIONAL—

My dear friends, most of you with a smart phone have had disturb-
ing experiences with your phone listening to private conversations.
If you have not, you can trust me. Your phone is ALWAYS listening
to everything you say. As clergy, we have a grave responsibility to

protect the integrity of the Sacrament of Confession, that is Penance
or Reconciliation. I am ordering that during Confession, the priest

and the penitent should leave their smart phones outside the Confes-
sional or make certain the power is turned off. It is not sufficient for
the phone to be “asleep”. You may assist the priest in implementing

this law by helping provide a container outside the confessional such

as alocker or soundproof Faraday box.

—Fax® VIDEOS OF PoPE FrRANCIS ON YOUTUBE—

My dear friends, I recently watched a Youtube video claiming to be
a series of reforms implemented by Pope Leo XIV to fix the Catho-
lic Church. Most of the reforms were quite believable though a bit
extreme. Almost all the people commenting believed the video was
accurate. With further research, Ilearned the video is completely fake,
afraud created by artificial intelligence. Ilearned there were more, and
indeed, about one third of the videos claiming to be laws or teachings
or sermons of Pope Leo XIV were fake! Ireported the first few to You-
tube as frauds, but there were so many I couldn’t even report them all.

Please be careful. There have always been malicious gossips and false
rumors. Now, nefarious people are using “artificial intelligence” to
flood the internet with fake teachings by the Holy Father. The videos
are very convincing.

As an aside, one of the reforms in this fake video was that Pope Leo
XIV ordered that all the clergy in the Vatican, even cardinals, would
have a salary cap equal to the average school teacher in Rome. I want
you all to know that in our Eparchy, all priests and your bishop all have
salaries far below the average school teacher in Rome. We are paid less
than half of the average school teacher in Rome, and even less com-
pared to the average school teacher in New Jersey.

The fake video also claimed that bishops secretly investigate sex ac-
cusations. In our Eparchy, we report every accusation to law enforce-
ment immediately. We follow a protocol agreed to with the Attorney
General of New Jersey over twenty years ago. We even report any ac-
cusation involving adults, not just minors. The Bishop never super-
vises an investigation. Only after law enforcement is finished, we hire
someone outside the Eparchy to investigate.

\ WA BrenilO K

UPCOMING EPARCHIAIL AND PARISH EVENTS

AUGUST, 2025

3 Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage
Carpathian Village, Cresco, PA

6 Transfiguration of Our Lord

9-10 71st Holy Dormition Pilgrimage
Sloatsburg, NY

10-14 Pre-Teen Camp, Carpathian Village

13 Helper of Mothers Prayer Service
Holy Ghost, Jessup 6:00 PM

15  Dormition of the Theotokos

Holyday of Obligation

THE BYyZANTINE CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF PASSAIC
subscribes to the
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People
adopted by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. The
Eparchy, within all its parishes, institutions and programs, is committed to
assuring a safe environment in ministry for its children and young people

that conforms to Charter requirements. For further information regarding
the Eparchial Safe Environment Program please contact:

Father David J. Baratelli, Ed.S., M.Div.
Safe Environment Program Coordinator « 732-280-2682

Dr. Maureen Daddona, Ph.D.
Victim'’s Assistance Coordinator « 516-623-6456

J ECL Subscription Information K

If you are holding a copy of this issue but are not a sub-
scriber... here is how you can get your very own subscription
to Eastern Catholic Life. If you belong to a Parish, please ask
your Pastor or Administrator to add you to the ECL subscrip-
tion list for the parish, and he/she will send me your name.
You will pay the parish directly for the subscription. If you are
not a parishioner of one of our Parishes, you may subscribe by
sending a check for $20.00 per year, to Eastern Catholic Life,
445 Lackawanna Avenue, Woodland Park, NJ 07424. Yearly
renewal bills will be sent after the first year. If you have an ad-
dress change or need to cancel a subscription you may email
me at mfrench@eparchyofpassaic.com or call the Eparchy
of Passaic at 973-890-7777. As a courtesy, the ECL is also
posted on our website after the mail copies have gone out at

eparchyofpassaic.com

\ Maureen French — ECL circulation editor K




