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From a very young age, my faith was 
nurtured by my parents and grand-

parents, and by the vibrant spiritual life 
I encountered at the Byzantine Francis-
can Monastery of the Holy Protection 
in New Canaan, CT. Under the guid-
ance of the friars and the steady direc-
tion of my lifelong spiritual fathers—
Brother Augustine Paulik, OFM, Fr. 
Anthony Skurla, OFM, and Fr. Stephen 
Pinchak, OFM—I came to know and 
love Christ more fully, and the Catholic 
faith in the Byzantine tradition. Their 
example of prayer, service, community, 
and fidelity to Christ inspired in me a 
calling and a desire to dedicate my life 
more deeply to Him and to His Church.

That call first took shape in my voca-
tion to the diaconate and to married 
life, bridging the secular world and the 
Church. I earned degrees in Electrical 

Engineering and Computer Engineer-
ing, followed by graduate studies in 
business, and went on to spend more 
than 30 years in industry with IBM, 
Carrier Global, and Honeywell. Dur-
ing that time, I went through the first 
diaconal formation program sponsored 
by our Eparchy.  I was ordained to the 
diaconate by the late Most Reverend 
Bishop Andrew Pataki on November 2, 
2003. 

Together with my loving wife, Heather, 
we have been blessed to raise three chil-
dren in the faith—Christopher, Nicho-
las, and Sarah. As they grew, I con-
tinued discerning how I might serve 
Christ and His Church more fully. The 
call to share the Gospel deepened, and 
with the encouragement of my spiritual 
directors, I pursued graduate studies 
in Theology, concentrating on sacred 

scripture and liturgy to complement 
my professional formation as an engi-
neer.  Brother Augustine often remind-
ed me not to focus only on the destina-
tion, but to trust the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit and embrace the journey of 
deepening my relationship with Christ.

Having completed my theological stud-
ies, I came to a clear sense that God was 
calling me to the priesthood as the next 
step in my vocation. My formation, 
family life, and 22 years of diaconal ser-
vice all became part of the Lord’s prepa-
ration for priestly ministry. Earlier this 
year, our Most Reverend Bishop Kurt 
offered me the simple but profound as-
surance: “Be assured, God has a plan.” 
His words gave me great comfort and 
reminded me that God is always at 
work in our lives, inviting us to be His 
instruments in His time.

In August of this year, with the bless-
ing of Bishop Kurt, I was asked if I 
was ready for ordination to the Priest-
hood of Jesus Christ. With humility, 
gratitude, and the loving support of my 
wife, I said yes. On September 23, 2025 
through the laying on of hands, our 
Most Reverend Bishop ordained me 
to the priesthood of Jesus Christ at St. 
Catharine’s Catholic Church in Spring 
Lake, NJ. 

With the help of Almighty God, and 
the prayers of the Theotokos, and the 
intercession of all the Saints, I now be-
gin this new chapter in joyful service: 
to serve the people of God and to pro-
claim the Gospel of our Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.

Axios! Axiso! Axios! Deacon Stephen Russo 
Ordained to the Priesthood
by Father Stephen Russo, Photographs by Gerald Wutkowski Junior
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I Lift up my Eyes
Pastoral Reflections of Bishop Kurt

Pilgrimage to Rome

I landed in Rome on Saturday, May 10, 2025, the day before the rest of the pilgrimage.  The 
hotel was a short walk to the Basilica of St. John Lateran, the Cathedral of the Pope, and is 

where Saint Francis met with Pope Innocent III in the early twelve hundreds.

Right: The Basilica of Saint John Lateran con-
tained many holy things and works of splendid 

art.  The tomb and monument of Pope Leo 
XIII is over the sacristy door.  Pope Leo 

XIII was an elderly scholar and elected as a 
transitional pope after the reign of Pius XI, the 
longest in history.  Not expected to live long, he 
taught from the chair of Peter for twenty-five 
years, establishing modern Catholic scripture 

scholarship, and modern Catholic social 
teachings.  If you are looking for answers today 
for the problems created by the industrial revo-
lution, international capitalism, and socialism 
and communism, you would do well to read 

his brilliant and influential encyclicals.

After attending Sunday Mass, going to confession, and walking through the holy doors at 
Saint John Lateran, I walked toward Saint. Peter Basilica, and found the trip complicated 

by an enormous foot race.  It reminded me of a trip a few years ago in which Father Thomas 
Shubeck and I and his son John encountered a 10K when returning from the Villa d’Este and 

John signed up and ran in the race.

I made it to Saint Peter Basilica in time for the first Sunday Angelus of Pope Leo XIV at 
noon, one of his weekly public appearances.  Later that day, our pilgrims arrived in Rome, 

and I was able to join them.

One of the highlights of our trip was a Moleben at San Clemente, a church that is intimately 
connected to our Church.  Saint Clement was one of the very first Popes of Rome.  We have 
two letters extant that he wrote to the Corinthians.  Saint Paul’s many letters didn’t fix the 
Corinthians; they were still delinquents many decades after Saint Paul’s martyrdom.  The 

relics of Saint Ignatius of Antioch are in the main altar, somewhat hidden 
by the flower arrangement in this photo.
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One of the greatest mosaic apses in Rome is San Clemente.  The center is Jesus Crucified 
with his Mother and Saint John in attendance.  The cross is “budded” showing that the Cross 

of Christ is the new tree of life which saves us from the tree in the Garden of Eden “whose 
mortal taste brought death into the world and all our woe”.  There are twelve pigeons on the 

cross, perhaps symbolizing the twelve apostles, and of course, pigeons carry messages.  An 
elaborate vine grows from the Cross filling the apse and reminding us of the words of Jesus, “I 

am the vine.  You are the branches.”  In the upper right are Saint Peter and Saint Clement.  
Beneath them it says, “Behold the Christ I promised you,” a moving reference to the fact that 
Saint Clement heard the witness of Saint Peter himself, and they both suffered martyrdom.  
In the upper left are Saint Paul and Saint Lawrence, recognizable from his grill and flames.  
On the lower right is Jeremiah with the words, “Here is Our Lord, and no one but He shall 
be counted His equal.”  (Baruch 3:6).  On the lower right is Isaiah with the words, “I saw 

the Lord sitting on His throne.”  (Isaiah 6:1) The twelve sheep on the bottom are the flock of 
Christ, and the central sheep is Christ Himself, the Lamb of God.  They are processing out 
of the city of Bethlehem on the left and the heavenly jewel encrusted Jerusalem on the right.  
Deer are drinking from the fountain at the base of the Cross, referring to Psalm 42.  There is 

so much more, but no room in this article for all the rich details.

In the ancient basements of the Basilica are very old frescos.  This one shows the life of Saint 
Clement.  As you can see, he is wearing a black poncho, the outer garment that became our 
modern “phelonion” in our Church and the “chasuble” in the west.  He is wearing an omo-

phor to show he is a bishop, just as our bishops do today.  At the top, not very visible, is Saint 
Clement being enthroned as Pope by this three predecessors Saint Peter, Saint Linus, and 

Saint Cletus.  Our own Church is connected to this Basilica because Ss. Cyril and Methodius 
recovered the relics of Saint Clement from the Black Sea where he was martyred with an an-
chor around his neck.  They brought the relics to Rome where they sought the blessing of the 

Pope on our Slavonic language liturgy in 868 AD.  They were both entombed in this location 
until recently when Pope Saint John Paul moved Saint Methodius to Saint Peter Basilica.

We were able to visit Saint Paul Outside the Walls, the site of the martyrdom of Saint Paul.  
He is depicted with a sword because he was beheaded instead of the more painful executions, 

a privilege given at that time to Roman citizens.  It was a privilege and blessing to pray for 
all of you at the tomb of Saint Paul.  Today I also pray that you read his letters in the Bible 

and take them to heart.

We traveled to Saint Peter Basilica, near where Saint Peter was crucified upside down at Nero’s 
Circus.  The main altar was built in the 300’s directly over his bones, a fact that was confirmed 

in the 1930’s when archeologists dug under the floor of the old basilica.  I hope someday you 
can take the “scavi tour” and see for yourself these ancient streets underneath the Basilica.  This 

photo is of one of the side aisles and minor domes in this magnificent structure.

Above: We were blessed to celebrate the Divine Liturgy in the crypt or lower level of Saint Pe-
ter.  As you can see, I had the honor of being the main celebrant, and Bishop Pipta is seated 
next to me.  As you know, I don’t usually wear a ring, but I wore one in Rome—otherwise 

the Swiss guards won’t believe you are a bishop.  I borrowed it from our museum.
Left: Another ancient fresco in the basement of San Clemente is the life of Saint Alexis.  Born 

to a wealthy Roman family, he abandoned riches and prestige to live as a hermit in Syria.  
The name Alexis is very popular in Ukraine and Russia, perhaps because he gave up privilege 

to live with the poor.
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The magnificent altar in the apse of Saint Peter Basilica has the monument designed by Ber-
nini which contains the ancient wooden chair of Saint Peter himself.  We celebrated a Divine 
Liturgy in the Melkite Rite here with the Patriarch of Antioch as the main celebrant.  That is 

Sviatoslav Shevchuk to the right.

Father Ed and Father Yuri organized the pilgrimage for our Eparchy.  Believe it or not, that 
magnificent structure is the sacristy of Saint Peter Basilica.  Behind them is a copy of the 

Pietà, not the original.  You can see Bishop Pipta to the right.

You never know what you will find in Rome.  Here is a store with thousands of rubber ducks.

The original icon that we call Perpetual Help is entrusted by the Holy Father to the Redemp-
torist Order, the order founded by Saint Alphonsus.  It is kept in this church near Saint Mary 

Major, where there is also one of the great schools of Rome, The Alphonsianum.  Our own 
Father Vasyl Symyon did graduate work here.

On our circuitous bus route through Rome, I think on the way to Mary Major, we drove by 
our Embassy on the Via Veneto.  In the Palazzo Margherita, both our Embassy to the Italian 
Republic and our Embassy to the Holy See (the Pope) are on this property since 2015.  The 
United States had diplomatic relations with the Pope from the time of George Washington 
until 1867 when the Congress stopped them during a wave of anti-Catholicism following 

the assassination of President Lincoln.  President Reagan appointed our first Ambassador in 
1984.  All our presidents starting with Truman and their first ladies have visited the Pope.

One of the highlights of our pilgrimage was two trips to the great Basilica called “Mary 
Major” or “Santa Maria Maggiore”.  A visit inside during the day, and then an Akathist 

sung outside the front at night with all the eastern churches. The magnificent mosaics over the 
front porch are not visible during the day, but when lit up at night they are breathtaking. 

There is a painting of the Madonna in the left transept chapel of the Basilica of Mary Major.  
Pope Francis always prayed at this icon before and after each journey.
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In Saint Mary Major, there is a magnificent baldacchino over the main altar.  You can see the 
apse mosaic with Jesus putting a crown on his mother.  You can see vines similar to the apse 
at San Clemente.  Both mosaics are from the same era, but the one in San Clemente is from 

the eleven hundreds, and the one in Mary Major was finished in 1296.

In Saint Mary Major, is this astonishing dome with arches and pendants is over the taber-
nacle in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel in the right transept.

Unlike most recent popes, Pope Francis chose to be entombed in the Basilica of Saint Mary Ma-
jor.  He left specific instructions of this simple tomb, so unlike other elaborate monuments around 
the city and around all of Italy.  Pope Francis appointed me a bishop on October 29, 2013, and 

also appointed Bishop Robert Pipta and Bishop Artur Bubnevych.  The marble slab only has his 
name and a cross.  The cross is obscured by a white rose someone tossed onto his tomb.

These famous steps are maintained by the French and the Church at the top is French.  
People called them ther Spanish Steps because the Spanish embassy is on the square.

We ate dinner at this beautiful restaurant at the end of the pilgrimage.  It is not underground, 
though it looks like it.  It was recommended by Father Yuri.

The waiters at our restaurant sang opera during the dinner.  This waiter sang “Figaro, 
Figaro”, from the Barber of Seville, and shaved one of our pilgrims during the performance 

with a giant sword.

On our last Wednesday, the new Pope cancelled his general audience to meet with the representa-
tives of the eastern churches.  Our pilgrims got much closer than they would at a general audience.  
At the end he shook hands with all 87 bishops.  I was one of the last.  He smiled but seemed pretty 
tired by then.  Both Bishop Robert Pipta and Bishop Artur Bubnevych already knew him, and he 
spent a little time talking to them.  When planning the pilgrimage, no one knew we would end with 

this intimate meeting with the new successor to the Apostle Peter.  What a blessing!
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BYZANTINE CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF PASSAIC

2025 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
Please pledge online at eparchyofpassaic.com

or mail check payable to Eparchy of Passaic 
in the envelope provided.

Remember that each Parish that reaches or exceeds their Goal
receives a refund of 40% of the total amount contributed.

q $2,500.00        q  $1,000.00       q  $500.00

q  $250.00 _________     q  Other $__________

   q  full payment enclosed
   q  first payment enclosed; I will be billed for 4 additional installments.

 The 2025 Bishop’s Appeal will run through the end of our fiscal year, June 1, 2026.
Contributions received prior to December 31, 2025 will count toward your 2025 tax year.

Acknowledgement letter for tax purposes will be mailed prior to January 31, 2026.

New Address or Correction

Name: _________________________________________
Street: _________________________________________
City, State, Zip: __________________________________
Parish: _________________________________________

My dear friends,

Last year, I asked, is there anything more beautiful than an Icon of the Mother of God?  All 
the beauty in her Son’s creation is summarized in these works of art.  We call them “more 
spacious than the heavens”, “unburnt bush”, “life giving spring”, and “unfading rose”— all 
names from God’s beautiful creation.  This year we are using one of our most popular 
images.  It is not from the Heritage Center, but one recently painted for me by an artist in 
the old country.  It is called the Mother of God of Vladimir, or Vladimirskaya Bohoroditsa.  
Although most icons show Jesus sitting upright and the unchanging symbol of Mary’s 
hand pointing, this one shows the Babe climbing up to His mother’s face for a kiss, hence 
these icons are called “sweet kissing” or “glykophilousa”.  If you have diabetes, you are 
too familiar with the Greek word Glucose.

The Vladimir Icon was sent from Constantinople to the land of Rus, the ancient dukedom of Kiev, in 1131.  
The masterpiece was placed in the Monastery of Devichi in the city of Vyshhorod.  Vyshhorod means “the  
city upstream”, and was a little ways up the Dnieper River from Kiev and a favorite hangout of St. Olga.  The 
icon was moved to the city of Vladimir on the golden ring in 1155, and then to Moscow in 1395.  The icon is  
associated with liberating the Slavs from the Mongolskyy-Tatarskyy invasions.  Today it is in Moscow in a secular art  
museum called the Tretyakov Gallery.  I was able to gaze on this icon in 1996 and pray.  Astonishingly enough, the  
Vladimir Mother of God and the Rublëv Trinity, the two most famous icons in the world, are both in an unassuming 
room in this secular museum, and there are almost no visitors in the room.  You can admire the icons in peace 
and pray for as long as you like.  

This year I traveled again to war ravaged eastern Europe.  I went to Transcarpathia for the Beatification of 
our Martyred Priest/Bishop Petro Oros, though it was canceled by the death of Pope Francis.  I was able to visit 
many of the wounded and maimed soldiers, both young and older.  I gave them each a medal blessed by the 
Holy Father in Rome.  The Beatification is rescheduled for September 27, 2025.  I met with the Governor who 
thanked all of you for your generosity!  I carried your prayers to the funeral of Pope Francis, and to the amazing 
audience with the new American Pope Leo, and to the tombs of the Apostles In Rome.

If you would like to help me in my work as your Bishop, I ask you to participate in this year’s Bishop’s Appeal.  
It would be wonderful if everyone makes some contribution. As my own mother used to quote, “God will not be 
outdone in generosity.”  I have tithed my whole life, because I was taught so by my parents, and God has always 
been more generous to me than I to Him.  This year, we have two young men beginning their studies for the 
priesthood, a long and difficult path. They are giving up their lives to serve God and to serve you.  Please consider 
making a gift to help with my work.  May God bless you and your loved ones abundantly throughout the year.

Your brother in Christ,

           Bishop Kurt Burnette

Your donations help supply necessities for refugees in Transcarpathia in Ukraine.
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In Beaver Meadows...
Parish Hosts Ukrainian Seminarian, by Michael Komishock

Saints Peter & Paul Church in Beaver Meadows and Saint Mary Church in 
Nesquehoning were blessed to once again have a special visitor from Ukraine.  

During the month of September, Seminarian Bohdan Fesyk was graciously hosted 
and housed by Father Vasyl Chepelskyy, pastor of both parishes, and by Father’s 
wife Mariia and their three children.

Seminarian Bohdan, age 27, was born in Western Ukraine in the town of Zalizt-
si where his parents and older brother still live.  After completing his secondary 
education, Bohdan entered the Seminary in Ternopil, where he studied for seven 
years.  He then continued his studies at the Pontifical Alphonsian Academy in 
Rome, Italy where he received his licentiate degree in moral theology.  Bohdan is 
presently studying for his doctoral degree at the same Academy.

Bohdan’s doctoral dissertation that he 
is now writing is about the present war 
in his homeland of Ukraine.  Seminar-
ian Bohdan is good friends with Bishop 
Maksym Ryabukha of Eastern Ukraine 
where over half of the bishop’s parishes 
are now closed or destroyed because of 
this terrible war and where the people of 
the occupied land are forbidden to have 
any affiliation with the Catholic Church.  
Just think of that.  How would you feel if 
you weren’t allowed to enter the church 
that you love and didn’t have the op-
portunity to receive the Lord’s precious 
Body and Blood in the Holy Eucharist?

During his stay here in America Bohdan 
was able to visit New York City and 
Philadelphia.  One of Bohdan’s hobbies 
is writing poetry, and he gave a poetry 

presentation at the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Johnson City, New York.  He 
participated in the 3rd annual Pilgrimage to the Holy Annunciation Monastery in 
Sugarloaf, PA.  He also attended the yearly Clergy Retreat in Long Branch, New 
Jersey where he had the opportunity to meet and talk with Bishop Kurt and many 
of our Byzantine Catholic priests.

While here Bohdan participated in the Divine Liturgies of both parishes by chant-
ing the Epistle and sharing the inspiring Gospel reflections.  He also led a Day of 
Spiritual Renewal at both of our parishes and helped make pirohi.  Before return-
ing to Rome, Bohdan thanked Father Vasyl, Father’s family, and all the parishio-
ners for helping to make him feel welcome during his stay here.  Bohdan considers 
our two parishes a home away from home.

The prayer of everyone who was touched by Bohdan’s visit is that he completes his 
studies in Rome and is ordained a priest so he can continue to give God glory and 
help people with their spiritual needs.

People You Know

In Harrisburg...
Members of Saint Ann Byzantine in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania participated in 

the Morning Star Pregnancy Center annual Walk for Life fundraiser.  Since 
1972, Morning Star has been supporting women, men and families facing un-
planned pregnancies with free ultrasounds, counseling and services.

Father Vasyl Chepelskyy & family, Seminarian Bohdan, 
and Beaver Meadows parishioners

In Beaver Meadows...
“He who sings – prays twice!”, by Father Vasyl Chepelskyy

These words of Saint Augustine come to my mind when the parish family of 
Saints Peter and Paul Byzantine Catholic Church in Beaver Meadows, Penn-

sylvania is celebrating the 40th Anniversary of Mike Komishock being the parish 
cantor.  As we know, number 40 is very symbolic in the Bible.  Forty years is a very 
long time.  This means 40 years of dedication, 40 years of sacrifice, 40 years of ser-
vice, 40 years of offering his weekends for the parish community and God.

Today, we are grateful for the gift of Mike’s life and the gift of his voice and singing.  
He helps us to pray twice, he helps us to pray better, he helps up to lift our hearts 
and minds to God.  What can be more important than that?  On behalf of the 
parish family, we wish Mike peace, health, and happiness for many blessed years! 
Father Vasyl Chepelskyy is the Pastor of Beaver Meadows.
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In Scranton...
Parish Partners with Signers to Offer Liturgy for the Deaf and Hearing 
Impaired

Today at Saint John’s, we were blessed to celebrate the Divine Liturgy with the 
participation of students from the American Sign Language (ASL) group at 

the University of Scranton.  With generous hearts, they volunteered to share parts 
of the Liturgy in sign language, opening the prayer of the Church to be seen, felt, 
and understood in a new way.

Just as the apostles once proclaimed the Gospel in many tongues so that all could 
hear, these young people made the Good News visible and alive through their 

gifts.  Their witness reminds us that the Holy Spirit works through every talent, 
drawing hearts to listen, to understand, and to receive Christ’s love.

A special thanks goes to Mary Ann Stefko, adjunct professor and vice principal at 
the Scranton School for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children, whose dedication 
to inclusivity and partnership made this celebration possible.

We are deeply grateful for their presence and look forward to welcoming them 
again on the Feast of Saint Nicholas at Saint Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church in 
Scranton, Pennsylvania.

Around the Eparchy

Father Roman Vasylynka and the Scranton School for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Children

In Toms River...
New Church Groundbreaking Celebration

It was a joyous day on Saturday, May 31st at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Byz-
antine Catholic Church in Toms River, New Jersey as parishioners, friends, and 

family broke ground for their new church. Bishop Kurt Burnette and Pastor, Very 
Reverend Francis Rella concelebrated with Right Reverend James Hayer, Right 
Reverend Mitered Archpriest Marek Visnovsky, Father James Spera, and Father 
David Baratelli. Cantor James Skopkowski along with the Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Choir assisted in leading the responses for this blessed occasion.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Byzantine Catholic Church originated with humble 
beginnings on June 19, 1971. A group of 30 families gathered at the Georgian 
Court College Chapel in Lakewood, NJ to celebrate their first liturgy lead by 
Reverand Robert E. Lucas. The current property in Toms River was purchased in 
1981.  In 1988, the new church and hall was dedicated on Easter Sunday.

In thanksgiving to our founders and benefactors who courageously established 
this parish in 1971, we can rejoice in our growth and look to continuing our rich 
legacy at Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

Construction is expected to be completed by March 2026.
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The Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of 
Parma has officially completed the 

sale of its former cathedral property lo-
cated at 1900 Carlton Road in Parma, 
Ohio. The transaction was finalized on 
September 22, 2025, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in the Eparchy’s ongo-
ing efforts to realign human and mate-
rial resources and strengthen its gospel 
mission.

The property, which previously housed 
the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, 
was relegated to non-sacred use follow-
ing the relocation of the Cathedral to 
5500 54th Street, Parma in late 2024. 

Bishop Robert Pipta of the Eparchy of 
Parma stated that the process of merg-
ing parishes and selling properties “can 
be painful for many of our faithful, but 
each step contributes to a blessed jour-
ney that isn’t all that different from 
bereavement.” As the sale “reflects our 
commitment to stewarding our re-
sources wisely, it results in the strength-
ening of our cathedral parish and of our 
Eparchy’s commitment to vibrant and 
faith-filled parishes and outreaches in 
the far reaches of the American heart-
land states.”

The sale of the Carlton Road property 
concludes a multi-year process of dis-
cernment, consultation, and strategic 
planning. The relocation and sale were 
supported by the Holy See of Rome’s 
Dicastery for Eastern Churches and 
guided by input from the College of 
Consultors, clergy, and laity.

The new Cathedral campus is blessed 
with potential for expanded facilities 
for worship, administration, hospital-
ity, and pastoral care, and service as a 
central hub for the faithful across Par-
ma, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, and 
beyond.

Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of 
Parma Finalizes Sale of Former 
Cathedral Property

Domes of the Parma Cathedral in autumn

Parma Cathedral interior with iconostasis

MANIFESTING CARPATHO-RUSYN CULTURE AND HISTORY

Carpatho-Rusyn Society 
Annual Genealogy Conference

Join us for a day of heritage, learning, and community as we cel-
ebrate the richness of Carpatho-Rusyn culture and explore the 
importance of keeping our traditions alive for future genera-
tions.  This special event will bring together wonderful speakers 
and conversations that honor our past while inspiring the future.

•When: Saturday, October 11th, 2025.  Registration starts at 
9:00AM

• Where: King’s College, Wilkes-Barre, PA

• Cost: $65 per person

A block of rooms will be available at the Best Western Genetti 
Hotel and Conference Center for conference attendees.

Whether you are deeply connected to your Rusyn roots or sim-
ply curious to learn more, this conference will offer a meaningful 
opportunity to connect, reflect, and celebrate.

• Register by October 1st to secure your spot and be part of pre-
serving our heritage for tomorrow.
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Priestly Reflections
Father Paul Varchola West

“Be Merciful...”
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Be merciful, even as your Father is merci-
ful. (Lk 6:36)

Mercy—compassion, char-
ity, grace, forgiveness, humanity, 

kindness, sympathy, generosity.  When 
we hear this command to be merciful as 
our Father is merciful, we need to real-
ize that within the word mercy all these 
synonymous actions are also present.  
These actions, however, are seemingly 
absent from society these days.  Per-
haps even more alarming, these actions 
are becoming increasingly absent from 
Christians as our world becomes in-
creasingly polarized.

In our zeal to “defend the Faith,” or 
in our eagerness and hopefulness to 
“bring people to Jesus Christ,” we 
may come across as lacking compas-
sion to those who might not fully un-
derstand our Faith or our intentions.  
Even worse, at times we may forget to 
be compassionate as our human emo-
tions and anxieties get the better of us.  
If we find ourselves lacking compas-
sion, mercy, grace, and understanding, 
it is not cause to lose hope as we have 
the absolute best beacon to light our 
way back to the narrow and righteous 
path—Jesus Christ!

When Christ teaches to “be merciful, 
even as your Father is merciful,” we need 
to remember that the Father’s mercy is 
perfect and unconditional, whereas 
ours, in our fallen human nature, is not.  

This is okay.  Christ was well aware of 
this when He gave us these words to 
be merciful.  In this teaching, what we 
are being called to is a life of improving 
our mercy, perfecting our compassion, 
growing in our forgiveness, increasing 
in our charity, always using the Father 
as the standard.  In our efforts to grow 
in Faith, we must realize that the goal of 
attaining the perfection of the Father is 
a lifetime task, and then some!

But I say to you that hear, Love your en-
emies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who 
abuse you.  (Luke 6:27-28)

These are all things that the Father 
does simply by His nature.  Once again, 
Christ is directing us to be like the Fa-
ther, not like other humans.

Being called to love your “enemies,” or 
rather “those who don’t think or act 
like us,” is not an easy task.  Often, this 
“love” may come with a subconscious 
condition of something to the effect 
of, “oh, I will love them as soon as they 
clean up their act,” or, “well, I’m lec-
turing them and ‘putting them in their 
place’ because I love them and want the 
best for them.” In wanting the best for 
humanity, in desire to cause conver-
sion, we may very well be undercutting 
mercy and not even be aware of it.

According to what Christ teaches here 
in Luke 6, the mindset should rather be, 

“I love them, and because I love them, I 
truly wish they would stop sinning and 
see the Truth that Christ is preaching.  
Until then, I will love them unceasingly 
and show them mercy and kindness 
continually until they come around, 
never turning them away.”

This is how the Father is merciful!

Let us sinners remember the mercy that 
the Father shows us, through Christ, so 
that we may emulate this mercy in an 
effort to bring about conversion in the 
hearts of those who have gone astray.    

Once again, our Seminary will be hosting a “Come and See Weekend Retreat” 
for men discerning a vocation to the priesthood on November 7-9, 2025.  

We look forward to another spiritually fruitful weekend with opportunities for 
personal prayer, liturgical services, informative conferences, and community life 
and fellowship with our seminarians.

The deadline for registration for this “Come and See Weekend Retreat” will be 
October 15, 2025.  Here are the information and the registration form on our BCS 
website: https://bcs.edu/come-and-see-2025/

A detailed letter from the candidate’s pastor or vocations director which attests 
to his maturity, active membership and participation in his Byzantine Catholic 
parish, and his previous discussion and discernment with either one concerning 
his priestly vocation was required.  This letter and the candidate’s own application 
must also be received no later than October 15th as well if the candidate is to be 
accepted.  The letter can be mailed to the Seminary (Attn: Rector) or emailed (in 
a PDF) form to rector@bcs.edu.

Come and See Retreat at Saints 
Cyril & Methodius Seminary
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Life, Love, and the Human Person
By Ann M. Koshute, MTS

Pick Up—Your Vocation is Calling

It seems there is always some national 
commemoration on the calendar, 

both important (like Cervical Cancer 
Awareness Month), and rather trivial 
(World Emoji Day, National Candy 
Month).  One commemoration we 
Byzantine Catholics should mark is 
National Vocation Awareness Week 
(November 2-8).  The United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops calls 
all Catholics to this week-long celebra-
tion of those who have dedicated their 
lives to Christ as priests, deacons, and 
religious sisters and brothers, and to re-
mind us to pray for more to answer that 
call.  These men and women dedicate 
their lives in a particular way not only 
to Christ, but in service to all of us – His 
Body on earth – for the good of our im-
mortal souls.  We don’t need a special 
week to pray for God to send us more 
priests, deacons, and religious, though.  
It’s an intention we should add to our 
daily prayers.

As important as it is to pray for more 
men and women to answer the call to 
ministry (ordained or consecrated), 
I want to take a broader view of what 
most people understand as “vocations,” 
then go deeper to a more precise defini-
tion of terms.  “Praying for vocations” 
makes us immediately think of the 
priesthood – and perhaps the religious 
life, as an afterthought.  Many of us have 
asked young unmarried men and wom-
en, “Have you considered a vocation?”  
Or perhaps we’ve been asked that ques-
tion at some point in life.  It’s not a bad 
one, but it misses a big and important 
point: every one of us, at the moment 
of our Baptism, received a vocation!  
Further, at our Chrismation we re-
ceived the gifts of the Holy Spirit which 
give us the capacity to live out our voca-
tion in the world.  If this is news to you 
it’s because, sadly, even in the Church 
we rarely speak of the meaning of Bap-
tism and Chrismation, or we think of 
them solely in (the very important) 
terms of cleansing from Original Sin, 

initiation into the Church, and a mostly 
ambiguous understanding of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence.  It is essential for us 
as Eastern Catholic Christians to em-
brace the deeper, mystical, missionary 
understanding of “vocation,” which 
can change the way we understand our 
own relationship to God, our place in 
the Church and the world, and how we 
view those called to ordination or con-
secration.

The word vocation comes from the Lat-
in vocare, which means to call.  The One 
doing “the calling” is God, and we can 
understand this “call” as an invitation, a 
responsibility, and a mission.  The call – 
or vocation – is universal, meaning that 
it is for every Christian, and it is the call 
to holiness.  Every one of us is called to 
become holy, a state which by nature 
belongs only to God, but which He 
generously gives us the grace (through 
reception of the Holy Mysteries) and 
the tools (Scripture, the teachings of 
the Church, the example of saints, and 

our freedom to follow Him) to share in.  
But what does it mean to “be holy?”  Put 
simply, it is to be like God, to think and 
act as He does.  The ultimate model is, 
of course, Jesus Christ, who by becom-
ing a man taught us precisely how to be 
authentically human, and that means to 
be like God!  What does this look like?  
Consider who God is – Love personi-
fied.  His love is expressed as generosity, 
justice and mercy, patience, peace, and 
in so much more.  If we are called to be 
like God – to be holy – when and how 
did it happen?  Did we miss it?

The vocation to holiness was given to 
us at our Baptism, which means that 
we don’t necessarily have to “pray for 
our vocation.”  We already have it!  The 
vocation to holiness (to love like God) 
was given to us at baptism.  Whether we 
perceived it or not, God called you and 
me, inviting us to the great responsibil-
ity of partnering with Him in a mission 
to bring His love to the world.  Through 
the power of the Holy Spirit in Chris-
mation, we were given grace to carry 
out this mission, if we freely choose to 
accept it.  What an amazing thing to 
contemplate, that vocation is not for 
the chosen few, but for all of us!

This leaves us with an important ques-
tion: if everyone has a vocation, what 
are we praying for?  We must pray that 
we, and all Christians, take up our vo-
cation to love/holiness as expressed in 
the particular state in life to which God 
calls us.  Put simply, our vocation takes 
shape and is expressed through married 
life, service in priesthood, diaconate, 
and religious life, or as single people 
(due to circumstance or by choice) liv-
ing in chastity and generosity toward 
others.  When we pray for vocations, 
we are really praying that we fully and 
completely live the call to bring God’s 
love to the world, and that those who 
haven’t yet taken up that call in a par-
ticular state in life will open their hearts 
to where He is asking their love to flour-
ish.

As we prepare to commemorate Na-
tional Vocation Awareness Week, I’d 
like to invite you to contemplate your 
own personal vocation as a Christian.  
How do you love like God, act with 
generosity and mercy, seek justice and 
treat others with compassion?  How 
does that call manifest itself through 
your current state in life -whether mar-
ried, clergy or religious, or in a season of 
waiting?  Pray that you might cooperate 
with God so that your vocation may be 
abundantly fruitful, and that those dis-
cerning His call would answer it with 
joy.  Finally, pray that God’s love would 
be made manifest through more people 
answering His call to love in good and 
holy marriages, as priests and deacons, 
and in the religious/consecrated life.    
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Seasonal Reflections
Father Ronald Hatton

The Feast of the Protection and the Priesthood

Why Byzantine Catholics Do That
By Lisa Krochta Cipriani

The Design of a Byzantine Catholic Church

From New Jersey to Alaska the out-
side design of a Ruthenian Byz-

antine Catholic Church in the United 
States varies by as many towns in which 
they reside.  For churches in the Epar-
chy of Passaic built in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s they more closely re-
semble each other such as Saint Mary’s 
(1888) in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylva-
nia or Saint John the Baptist (1892) 
in Lansford, Pennsylvania.  For many 
built in the 1960s and forward, such as 
Saint Mary’s (1962) in New York City 
(Manhattan), more modern architec-
tural designs of the era were used while 
keeping within the Ruthenian  tradi-
tions.  No matter the style of the times 
in which they were built, I’m sure we 
can all agree that each church is unique 
and beautiful in their own way.

Most Byzantine Catholic churches in-
clude three onion style domes with 
crosses.  There are exceptions to the 
rule.  One example is Saint Mary’s in 
New York City (Manhattan), where 

there is an onion shaped spiral that con-
tains the church bell that is topped with 
a single byzantine cross.  Churches can 
be found with one center main door 
or two side entry doors.  Most outside 
walls of the churches are built using 
local stone or brick while others like 
the Epiphany of Our Lord in Roswell, 
Georgia, are built of wood and follow 
the style of Carpatho-Rusyn churches 
in Europe.

Entry through the main door(s) into 
a Byzantine Catholic Church brings 
you into the Narthex.  The Narthex is 
often called the vestibule or entryway.  
In very early European times, the nar-
thex was used by an unbaptized person 
or a penitent person who has not yet 
approached the Sacrament of Confes-
sion, or who was under a strict penance 
for serious sins.  The Narthex was the 
farthest these individuals could go un-
til their sins were absolved or they were 
baptized into the church.

The Nave of the Church is the place 
where we, the congregation, gather.  
The Nave signifies our existence here 
on Earth.  In the early times of the 
church, there were no chairs or pews.  
The congregation stood or knelt on the 
floor.  Once pews were added, it was the 
practice for women to sit on the left and 
men on the right.  I remember that the 

original Saint Mary’s located in Man-
ville (now Hillsborough), New Jersey, 
had clips on the back of the pews on 
the right (men’s) side so the men could 
keep their hats safely stored during ser-
vices.

The shape of the Nave of Byzantine 
Catholic Churches in the United States 
can be found in a rectangular, square or 
semi-round shape.  Many followed the 
tradition of doming the ceiling of the 
nave to include the Icon of the Panto-
crator (Christ) such as Saint Mary’s in 
Hillsborough, New Jersey.  When this 
was not possible, the Pantocrator is dis-
played in a cupola structure as found 
in Saints Peter and Paul in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania.  The ceiling of the Nave is 
also adorned with chandeliers or multi-
ple lights that can dim or brighten spe-
cific parts of the church.  The Nave is 
also decorated with icons; either on the 
walls or painted on the ceiling or both.  
In many Byzantine Catholic churches, 
not an inch of ceiling or walls lack some 

“O most-pure Mother of God, you 
are a mighty defender for those 

in sorrow.  You are a ready help to those 
in trouble.  You are the salvation and 
confirmation of the world.  You are the 
depth of mercy, the fount of God’s wis-
dom and the protectress of the world.  
O faithful, let us sing and praise her 
glorious protection saying: Rejoice, O 
Full of Grace, the Lord is with you, and 
through you He grants great mercy to 
the world.” – “At Psalm 140,” Vespers 
for the Feast of the Protection of the 
Theotokos, October 1.

My Seasonal Reflection is going to 
be more of a personal one this time 
around, but with effects for all of us.  
October is an especially spiritual time 
of year for me for a couple of reasons.  
When I lived in Virginia Beach, back in 
the day, we had no Byzantine Catholic 
Church in our area, and did not know 
of Ascension Parish, one hour away in 
Williamsburg.  One day, my mother 
saw in the local section of our newspa-
per that there was going to be a mission 
at a local Roman Catholic parish on 
October 1, 1989.  Now, October 1st is 
my birthday, and I thought it was such 
a treat that we could go to “our own” 
church as a “birthday present.”  And 
so, Mom, Dad and I went to the chapel 
at Saint Gregory the Great parish that 
night.  We had not been in our church 
for decades by then.  Fr. Ed Cimbala, 
pastor of Ascension Parish, Williams-
burg, at the time, and Cantor (now 
Deacon) Nicholas Sotack were there 

to offer the Divine Liturgy for the first 
time in Virginia Beach.  The Liturgy 
began, and as it progressed, they began 
to sing the Jedinorodinyj Syne, (“On-
ly-begotten Son”); the melody awoke 
deep memories in my heart, and I said 
to myself, “I’m home!”  There I found 
out that my birthday was the Feast of 
the Protection of the Mother of God, 
and I was a bit dumbfounded.  This one 
mission eventually became Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Parish, Virginia Beach, 
VA.  I became the first cantor; my father 
helped build our first icon screen when 
we finally found a permanent home.  In 
April of 1991, Father Ed drove me up 
to meet with Bishop Michael, and I en-
tered seminary in the Autumn of that 
year.

During the early part of my priesthood, 
I met a parishioner who introduced 
me to Saint Thérèse of Lisieux and her 
“Little Way.”  I was intrigued by her life 
and bought up all the books I could find 
about her, and took her on as a patron 
saint.  I then found out that she had had 
a mission to priests.

At age 14, she understood her vocation 
to pray for priests, to be “an apostle to 
apostles.”  In September 1890, at her 
canonical examination before she pro-
fessed her religious vows, she was asked 
why she had come to Carmel.  She an-
swered “I came to save souls, and espe-
cially to pray for priests.”  Throughout 
her life she prayed fervently for priests, 
and she corresponded with and prayed 

for a young priest, Adolphe Roulland, 
and a young seminarian, Maurice Bel-
lière.  She wrote to her sister, “Our mis-
sion as Carmelites is to form evangeli-
cal workers who will save thousands of 
souls whose mothers we shall be.”

In October 1895 a young seminarian 
and subdeacon of the White Fathers, 
Abbé Bellière, asked the Carmel of Li-
sieux for a nun who would support – by 
prayer and sacrifice – his missionary 
work, and the souls that were in the 
future to be entrusted to him.  Mother 
Agnes designated Thérèse.  She nev-
er met Father Bellière but ten letters 
passed between them.

A year later Father Adolphe Roul-
land (1870–1934) of the Society of 
Foreign Missions requested the same 
service of the Lisieux Carmel.  Once 
more Thérèse was assigned the duties 
of spiritual sister.  “It is quite clear that 
Thérèse, in spite of all her reverence for 
the priestly office, in both cases felt her-
self to be the teacher and the giver.  It is 
she who consoles and warns, encourag-
es and praises, answers questions, offers 
corroboration, and instructs the priests 
in the meaning of her little way.”

My priesthood has always been blessed 
by the knowledge that Saint Thérèse, 
a “Western” saint, and the Feast of the 
Protection, and “Eastern” feast, were 
part of who I was as a priest, a child of 
God, and as a Catholic Christian.  Both 
of these women in my life have been a 

source of strength to me throughout 
what, in many ways, has been a bumpy 
ride through the past 30+ years.  Every 
October 1st, as I celebrate the feast in 
my parish, I am reminded of how both 
these feasts have been part of my forma-
tion as a priest, how our Blessed Mother 
has sustained me and covered me with 
her veil as I fought with human weak-
nesses and temptations.  I am a priest 
because of a Divine Liturgy that took 
place on my birthday.  I remain a priest 
because of the protection, prayers and 
intercessions of the Blessed Theotokos, 
and through the prayers and interces-
sions of our Mother, Doctor of the 
Church, and Little Flower, Thérèse of 
Lisieux.  With this, I commend to you, 
be you priest or layperson, the prayers 
of these two standards that our Lord 
has raised up for us during the month 
of October.

Also, this October is a special one, as 
this is my last entry here for a while.  I 
will be taking a sabbatical for six months 
and living in Kyoto, Japan, for that time.  
Although there are no Byzantine Cath-
olic churches there, there are a few Ro-
man Catholic parishes where I will go 
to worship during that time.  I ask that 
you seek the intercession of our Blessed 
Mother and our holy Mother Thérèse 
for me during my time away and, if it is 
God’s will, that I will return to you here 
after I return.  God be with your all. –Fr. 
Ron Hatton    



Page 14	 Eastern Catholic Life	 OCTOBER 2025

The Byzantine Liturgy
By Archpriest David Petras, SEOD

The Service of the Priest

sort of icon painting.  Holy Ghost in 
Jessup, Pennsylvania, is an excellent 
example.  Icons are also found on the 
Iconostasis.

Looking up, between the Nave and 
the Iconostasis, hanging from the ceil-
ing is the Vigil Lamp—a long burning 
candle—which is a sign of the Light of 
Christ, and that the Eucharist is present 
inside of the Tabernacle.

The Iconostasis (icon screen) separates 
the Nave (congregation) from the Altar 
area (Sanctuary).  This separation rep-
resents the natural division between 
God and man, and the separation be-
tween Heaven and Earth.  During the 
Divine Liturgy the two center doors 
of the Iconostasis are opened.  This 
reminds us that during our time in 
Church, the separation between Heav-
en and Earth does not exist.  Only the 
bishop or priest is allowed through the 
center doors of the Iconostasis.  Dea-
cons and Altar Servers utilize the two 
side (Deacon) doors.

The Altar area, located behind the Ico-
nostasis, signifies Heaven.  The Holy 
Table (altar) represents the Lord’s ban-
quet table to which the congregation is 
called.  The Altar and the priest face [li-
turgical] East as does the congregation.  
The Holy Gifts are prepared on the 

Table of Preparation (prothesis) which 
is found to the left of the altar.

I’ve had the pleasure of attending Di-
vine Liturgy, weddings, baptisms, fu-
nerals and even a rededication at four-
teen different churches in Connecticut, 
Georgia, New Jersey, New York and 
Pennsylvania.  Many of you may have 
spent your entire life in your current 
parish never visiting another Byzan-
tine Catholic Church.  Others like me 
have had the opportunity to visit or be 
a member of different parishes.  What-
ever your situation, the next time you 
are sitting in your parish nave take the 
time to look, admire and appreciate 
where you are.  I’m sure, like me, you 
will find it hard not to marvel at the 
years of work, artistry, dedication and 
contributions (both money and time) 
it took by prior and current generations 
to create the unique and glorious place 
you are sitting in.

Would you like to enjoy more of the 
splendor of our Byzantine Catholic 
Churches?  Visit the Eparchy of Pas-
saic website https://eparchyofpassaic.
com/parishlistbystate.  Here you can 
access the individual church websites 
and view pictures of each church inside 
and out.    

After the bishop proclaims the gift of 
the Holy Spirit in the prayer, “Di-

vine Grace, which always heals what is 
infirm and supplies what is lacking ... let 
us pray for him, that the grace of the all-
holy Spirit may come upon him,” there 
are two other prayers of ordination 
which are said as the bishop continues 
to impose his hand on the head of the 
man now ordained.  In these prayers 
of ordination, the priest is consistently 
called presbyteros, which means “El-
der.”  This gives rise to a pun in Greek.  
In the prayer God is addressed as “elder 
than all creation.”

The main function of the priest, men-
tioned in both prayers is “to sanctify 
the word of your truth.”  This should 
be taken in the context of John 17, the 
“priestly prayer” of Jesus.  Just as Christ 
sanctified the apostles, so the priest is 
“to sanctify the word of truth,” for the 
people.  This means more than merely 
reading the Gospel and preaching it to 
the people.  It also means living a holy 
and blameless life so that his way of 
life witnesses to the truth of God.  One 
“sanctifies the truth,” by a blameless life 
and unshaken faith, by perfectly serving 
God in every way and by being a good 
steward of the mysteries, which can 
be done only in the grace of the Holy 
Spirit.  This is connected with the mys-
tery of baptism.  The priest is to bring 
the people to “enlightenment.”  This 
includes proclamation, instruction, 
mystagogy and initiation.  Some mys-
teries were hidden from unbelievers; 
the priest was to bring others into the 

light.  The priest also “offers spiritual 
sacrifices,” which we looked at more 
fully in the last article.  In Christian ter-
minology, this means the rational, spiri-
tual, unbloody latreia of the Liturgy.  
This is precisely the priest’s task in the 
celebration of the Liturgy.  It is a minis-
try of words and praise, to proclaim the 
prayers of praise and to read them well 
and with meaning.

The second prayer of ordination sums 
this up: “O Lord, fill with the gifts of 
your Holy Spirit this your servant, 
whom you have been pleased to raise 
to the order of presbyter, that he may 
be worthy to stand blamelessly before 
your holy altar, to proclaim the gospel 
of your kingdom, to sanctify the word 
of your truth, to offer you gifts and spir-
itual sacrifices, and to renew your peo-
ple by the bath of rebirth.”  The priest 
baptizes, preaches, teaches, and cel-
ebrates the Divine Liturgy.  The priest 
as confessor is not explicitly men-
tioned, because it was actually a part 
of his whole mission.  As confessor he 
gave spiritual guidance against sin and, 
by God’s grace of forgiveness, renewed 
us in our baptismal commitment to re-
nounce sin and to follow Christ.

In the beginning the presbyterate had 
three characteristics: (1) it was shared 
and collegial; (2) it was not self-suffi-
cient, but subject to the apostles, and 
then to the bishops as the ultimate 
authorities in the Church; (3) it was 
not universal, it was meant for the lo-
cal Church.  The individual priest was 

united to the universal Church through 
the bishop.  The Church in the Vatican 
II Council renewed this office of the 
priest.  Priests had grown very indi-
vidualistic.  The older mind-set con-
sidered them as individual agents with 
their own pasture to till and the priest 
became the lord of his domain.  The 
earliest clear reference to the three-fold 
structure of the Church’s ministry is in 
Ignatius of Antioch (ca. AD 110).  He 
writes, “Let all reverence the deacons as 
an appointment of Jesus Christ, and the 
bishop as Jesus Christ, and the presby-
ters as the sanhedrin (the Jewish coun-
cil of elders) of God, and assembly of 
the apostles.  Apart from these, there is 
no Church.” (In Trall. 3,1.)  The priests, 
therefore.  are a collegial group.  They 
are always mentioned in the plural, 
and the bishop is the single head of the 
church.

The presbyters are to be obedient to the 
bishop, “Your justly renowned presby-
tery is fitted as exactly to the bishop as 
the strings are to a harp.”  The priest had 
two functions: first, to give comfort to 
the bishop (Trall. 12,2), that is, they 
formed a consultative body and advised 
the bishop not only in administration 
but also in doctrine (Magn. 2).  Cypri-
an would later write that the bishop did 
nothing without consulting the presby-
ters (Epistle 14,4).  Even today, accord-
ing to Canon Law,  the bishop must 
consult the presbyters before making 
certain decisions.  Second, their role in 
the community was reflected in their li-
turgical position – they con-celebrated 

the Liturgy with the bishop.

The tradition of the Church is that only 
the bishop or priest may celebrate the 
eucharist.  This follows the principle 
that the one who presides over the 
church presides over the eucharist.  In 
the beginning, only the bishop presid-
ed over the eucharist, but the bishop 
began to delegate priests to preside 
and to hear confessions.  As the church 
grew larger, the bishop began to dele-
gate more and more, until by the fourth 
century, this is the established role of 
the priest.  Jerome (Letter 146) for the 
West and John Chrysostom (Hom-
ily 11 on 1 Timothy) both witness that 
there is very little difference between 
what a bishop and a priest can do litur-
gically.  For example, only the bishop 
ordained and consecrated chrism.

The prayers for both the priest and the 
deacon end with a prayer for the fulfill-
ment of their service to the Church as 
their final reward.  The prayer hopes 
that the priest will be a good steward of 
the mysteries and will receive the right 
reward at the second coming.  This is a 
reminder of the parable of the talents.  
The priest must multiply the talent giv-
en to him or lose it.  If he does not fulfill 
his office, he is liable to judgement.  The 
faithful, then, must pray for their priests 
that they guide them to the Lord in all 
holiness.    

Visiting New York City?
Come Worship With Us!

Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church
Father Edward G. Cimbala, D.Min.—Pastor

246 East 15th Street, Manhattan, New York
212-677-0516

Sunday Divine Liturgy
10:00 AM
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Depart from Evil, and Do Good; 
So Shall You Abide Forever (Ps. 

37:27)

The Bible clearly teaches that our actions 
matter.  God sees and responds to our 
thoughts, words, and deeds.  If our deeds 
are evil, He punishes.  If our actions are 
good, He rewards.

King David prays, “O Lord…, Thou dost 
requite a man according to his work” 
(Ps. 62:12, RSV).  Numerous references 
to the idea that God rewards everyone 
according to their deeds can be found 
throughout the Old Testament.  (See 
also: Sir.  16:12, 16:14, 35:19, Is. 59:18, 
Jer. 17:10, 25:14, 32:18-19, 51:56, Ezek. 
9:10, 18:30, 36:19, and Ob. 1:15.)

The teaching of Christ and the Apostles 
in the New Testament is the same.  God 
rewards or punishes us based on our ac-
tions.  The Gospels reveal that Christ 
will repay us for what we have done.  
(See Mt. 16:27, Mt. 25:40-45, Jn. 5:28-
29).

Saint Paul lays the foundation for justifi-
cation by faith on the fact that God “will 
render to every man according to his 
works” (Rom. 2:6, RSV).  He reminds 
us that “we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 
may receive good or evil, according to 
what he has done in the body” (2 Cor. 
5:10, RSV).

Saint Peter reminds us that our heavenly 
Father will judge everyone according to 
their deeds (1 Pet. 1:17).

John’s Revelation reiterates the same 
truth repeatedly, as Christ says, “I will 
give to each of you as your works de-
serve” (Rev. 2:23, RSV, See also: Rev. 
14:13, 20:13, 20:12, 22:12).

Saint Justin Martyr (100-165) writes, 
“Every man will receive the eternal pun-
ishment or reward which his actions 
deserve.  Indeed, if all men recognized 
this, no one would choose evil even for 
a short time, knowing that he would in-
cur the eternal sentence of fire.  On the 
contrary, he would take every means to 
control himself and to adorn himself in 
virtue, so that he might obtain the good 
gifts of God and escape the punish-
ments.”

Saint Cyprian of Carthage (210-258) 
says, “You can attain to the vision of 
God, if you deserve it by your life and 
works.”

“If man could see what reward he will 
have in the world above for well-doing, 
he would never employ his memory, 
understanding, or will, in anything but 
good works, without regarding at all 
what labor or trials he might experience 
in them,” says Saint Catherine of Genoa 
(1447-1510).

Due to our fallen condition, we can’t 
do anything that will earn salvation or a 

supernatural reward.  Apart from Christ 
and the infusion of sanctifying grace 
through faith, repentance, and baptism, 
we are “dead in our trespasses and sins” 
(Eph. 2:1).  But once we are “born from 
above” through “water and the Spirit,” 
( Jn. 3:3, 5) our good works merit great 
and eternal rewards.

Joseph Pohl writes: “Nothing was more 
strongly and frequently inculcated by 
the Council of Trent than the proposi-
tion that the faithful owe their entire 
capability of meriting and all their good 
works solely to the infinite merits of the 
Redeemer Jesus Christ.  It is indeed clear 
that meritorious works, as “fruits of the 
justification”, cannot be anything but 
merits due to grace, and not merits due 
to nature.” (Merit.  The Catholic Ency-
clopedia, 1911).

Yes, we are saved by grace!  But we are 
lost by sin.  Never forget that mortal sin 
merits for us eternal damnation.  “Im-
mediately after death, the souls of those 
who die in a state of mortal sin descend 
into hell, where they suffer the punish-
ments of hell, “eternal fire” (CCC 1035).  
To avoid this, turn from sin and be re-
stored to the state of grace through the 
Sacrament of Penance.

Our good deeds, if performed in the 
state of grace, earn for us eternal life 

and heavenly rewards.  Yes, our actions 
(prayers, works, and sufferings patiently 
endured) really do matter.

The Catechism Explained (1899) by 
Spirago and Clarke states: “Through 
good works the sinner obtains the ac-
tual graces which are necessary for his 
conversion [It is the common teach-
ing of the theologians that even good 
works performed in the state of mortal 
sin, while not meritorious in the strict 
sense, dispose and prepare the soul of 
the sinner to receive the grace of conver-
sion.]; the just man obtains an increase 
of sanctifying grace, eternal felicity, and 
the remission of the temporal penalty of 
sin; furthermore his prayers are heard, 
and sometimes earthly blessings are be-
stowed on him.”

“Let us consider how to stir up one an-
other to love and good works” (Heb. 
10:24, RSV).  Don’t be deceived.  Our 
happy eternity depends on what we do 
or fail to do.  The Bible clearly teaches 
that our actions matter.

Scripture quotations are from The Cath-
olic Edition of the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible, copyright © 1965, 
1966 National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of Amer-
ica.  Used by permission.  All rights re-
served worldwide.    

School of Prayer
Father G. Scott Boghossian

Depart From Evil and do Good

Searching the Scriptures
Father Jack Custer, S.S.L., S.T.D.

Those Were the Days!

You don’t need to be very old at all 
to be nostalgic for some magic mo-

ment in the past although the tempta-
tion grows apace with the tally of our 
years.  So, we shouldn’t be surprised to 
realize that people were nostalgic for 
the “good old days” 3000 years ago.  We 
can hear occasional notes of something 
like nostalgia in the Old Testament and 
especially in the Psalms. For example, 
the last of the six Psalms prayed daily 
at Matins says: “I remember the days 
that are past, I ponder all Your works.  I 
muse on what Your hand has wrought, 
and to You I stretch out my hands” 
(Psalm 143:5-6).  The “works” referred 
to here and elsewhere are almost always 
the many signs and wonders of the Exo-
dus from Egypt.

Psalm 77 offers a striking example of 
how recalling God’s deeds in the past 
encourages someone to remain faith-
ful and hopeful in a moment of crisis.  
We don’t know exactly what the per-
son’s “trouble” (v. 2) was.  That is typi-
cal of how the Holy Spirit inspired the 
Psalms; the imprecise language allows 
each of us to insert our own particular 
troubles into the prayer.  The Psalmist 
tells us that he (or she; gender is often 

not specified) persisted in prayer: “My 
hand was stretched out in the night 
without ceasing; My soul refused to be 
comforted.  I remembered God and was 
troubled; I complained and my spirit 
was overwhelmed” (vv.2-3).  Note that 
here, as in more than half of the Psalms, 
an individual is not at all shy about 
complaining to God.  Remembering 
God “troubles” him precisely because 
he knows from past history that God 
can intervene and has done so repeat-
edly for His people over the years.

And so, the Psalmist remembers: “I 
considered the days of old, the years of 
ancient times” (v.5).  “I will remember 
the works of the Lord; surely, I will re-
member the years of the Most High’s 
right hand; surely, I will remember 
Your wonders of old. I will also medi-
tate on all Your work, and talk of Your 
deeds” (vv. 11-12).  In fact, he recalls 
in dramatic detail the parting of the 
Red Sea and the passage of the Israel-
ites across it (vv. 18-20; these verses are 
quoted in the Great Blessing of Water 
on Theophany).

The fact that the Psalm was preserved 
suggests that his prayer was indeed 

answered.  What began as a complaint 
turns into a confident, hopeful, state-
ment of faith: “What god is as great as 
our God? You are the God who works 
wonders; You have proclaimed Your 
strength among the peoples.  With 
Your arm you have redeemed Your peo-
ple, the sons of Jacob and Joseph” (vv. 
13-15).  The God who controls world 
history, the God who defeated mighty 
Pharaoh, the God who commands the 
forces of nature; this God can surely 
resolve whatever troubles the person 
praying Psalm 77!  Such a change of 
mind–a sudden metanoia or repen-
tance—is typical of all the Psalms that 
begin as complaints.

The culmination of everything God has 
ever done or will ever do for humanity 
is the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ.  The 
selections from the New Testament 
Epistles and Gospels we hear at every 
Liturgy should remind us of Jesus’ vic-
tory over sin and death and His promise 
for us to inherit the Kingdom of Heav-
en.  We can find hope in the Liturgy and 
in our own recitation of the Psalms.

One of the best reasons to become more 
familiar with the people and events of 

the Old Testament is to discover all the 
ways in which God was always guid-
ing and even intervening in the lives 
of His people for their benefit, often in 
the most ordinary events of daily life.  
The impatience with which the Psalms’ 
human voices sometimes recall God’s 
great deeds of the past and ask to see 
similar miracles for themselves may res-
onate with our own impatience when 
we pray about the difficult situations 
in our lives.  Those Psalms were writ-
ten down and saved because their im-
patient prayers were finally answered.  
These inspired prayers should reassure 
us so that we can say with the Psalmist 
(as the Church does every day at Mat-
ins): “On my bed I remember You; on 
You I muse through the night.  For You 
have been my help.  In the shadow of 
Your wings, I rejoice.  My soul clings 
to You. Your right hand holds me fast” 
(Psalm 63:6).    
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Upcoming Eparchial and Parish Events
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Circulation Department 
445 Lackawanna Avenue 
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Next Issue: 
November, 2025 

Copy Deadline: 
October, 24 2025

The current issue of the ECL 
was printed at Evergreen 

Printing, Bellmawr, NJ, and 
was distributed from the 

U.S. Post Office via second 
class mailing in 
Bellmawr, NJ.

October, 2025
1 	 Protection of the Theotokos 

Solemn Holyday
11 	 Middle States Marriage Jubilarian Liturgy 

Annandale, VA
19	 NJ/NY/CT Marriage Jubilarian Liturgy 

Hillsborough, NJ
26	 Pennsylvania Marriage Jubilarian Liturgy 

Hazleton, PA

The Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic 
subscribes to the

Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People
adopted by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. The 

Eparchy, within all its parishes, institutions and programs, is committed to 
assuring a safe environment in ministry for its children and young people 
that conforms to Charter requirements. For further information regarding 

the Eparchial Safe Environment Program please contact:

Father David J. Baratelli, Ed.S., M.Div. 
Safe Environment Program Coordinator • 732-280-2682

Dr. Maureen Daddona, Ph.D. 
Victim’s Assistance Coordinator • 516-623-6456

Carpathian Village
Saint Nicholas Shrine
802 Snow Hill Road, Cresco, PA 18326-7810
Tel (570) 595-3265 - Cell (570) 650-3252
Email: carpathianvillage@earthlink.net
Father Michael J. Salnicky, Director

Carpathian Village is presently taking reservations for group re-
treats, ski weekends, family vacations, day of recollection week-
ends, parish or group picnics, and private retreats. To schedule 

your event or for more information call or email Father Michael.

CARPATHIAN VILLAGE, LOCATED ON SNOW HILL ROAD OFF ROUTE 447 THREE MILES SOUTH OF CANADENSIS, PENNSYLVANIA, 
IS A PRIVATE RECREATIONAL/RENEWAL CENTER OF THE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF PASSAIC. 

 

 

             

 
Carpathian Village 

Saint Nicholas Shrine 
    802 Snow Hill Road 

    Cresco, PA 18326-7810 
 Tel  (570) 595-3265 - Cell  (570) 650-3252 

Email: carpathianvillage@earthlink.net 
Very Rev. Michael J. Salnicky, Director 

 
Carpathian Village is presently taking reservations for Group Retreats, Ski Weekends, 

Family Vacations, Day of Recollection Weekends, Parish or Group Picnics. and Private 
Retreats.  To schedule your event or for more information call or email Fr. Michael. 

 
Events Scheduled as of October 1, 2022: 

 
2023 Eparchial Events 

 

“Eparchial Teen Rally 2023” Thursday June 22nd thru Sunday June 25th 
Camp Director Fr. Andrej Dumnich 

 

“Altar Server Retreat Congress 2023” Sunday July 16th thru Thursday July 20th  
Camp Director Rev. Deacon Stephen Russo 

 

“Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage 2023”  Sunday August 6th  
Pilgrimage Co-Ordinator Very Rev. Michael Salnicky 

 

“Family Weekend Retreat Camp 2023” Friday August 11th thru Sunday August 13th  
Camp Director/Retreat Master Fr. Andrej Dumnich 

 
2023 Parish Events 

 

“Annual Philippian Fast Teen Retreat”  
Friday November 18th thru Sunday November 20th  

St Ann’s ECF, Harrisburg PA 
 

“Teen Ski Retreat Weekend”  
Friday January 13th thru Monday January 16th   

St Ann’s ECF, Harrisburg PA 
 

“Teen Ski Retreat Weekend”  
Friday February 17th thru Monday February 20th    

St Ann’s ECF, Harrisburg PA 
 

“Annual Great Fast Teen Retreat”  
Friday March 17th thru Sunday March 19th   

St Ann’s ECF, Harrisburg PA 
 

ECL Subscription Information
If you are holding a copy of this issue but are not a sub-

scriber… here is how you can get your very own subscription 
to Eastern Catholic Life.  If you belong to a Parish, please ask 
your Pastor or Administrator to add you to the ECL subscrip-
tion list for the parish, and he/she will send me your name.  
You will pay the parish directly for the subscription.  If you are 
not a parishioner of one of our Parishes, you may subscribe by 
sending a check for $20.00 per year, to Eastern Catholic Life, 
445 Lackawanna Avenue, Woodland Park, NJ  07424.  Yearly 
renewal bills will be sent after the first year.  If you have an ad-
dress change or need to cancel a subscription you may email 
me at mfrench@eparchyofpassaic.com or call the Eparchy 
of Passaic at 973-890-7777.  As a courtesy, the ECL is also 
posted on our website after the mail copies have gone out at 

eparchyofpassaic.com

Maureen French – ECL circulation editor

SAVE THE DATES
2025/26 Marriage Jubilarian Dates

October 11, 2025 (Saturday)

Marriage Jubilarians - Middle States 
Epiphany of Our Lord - Annandale, 
VA 
4:00 PM - Banquet to Follow on 
Premise

October 19, 2025 (Sunday)

Marriage Jubilarians - New Jersey, 
New York, Connecticut 
Saint Mary's - Hillsborough, NJ 
3:00 PM - Banquet to Follow on 
Premise

October 26, 2025 (Sunday)

Marriage Jubilarians - All Pennsyl-
vania 

Saint John's - Hazleton, PA 
3:00 PM Banquet to Follow at 
Capriotti’s Catering- McAdoo

January 17, 2026 (Saturday)

Marriage Jubilarians - Southern 
States 
Saint Nicholas - Orlando, FL 
11:00 AM – Banquet to Follow on 
Premise

If you are celebrating a special Wed-
ding Anniversary – 5-year incre-
ments,

Please submit your name to your 
pastor to be included in this year’s 
Jubilarian Celebration.

Are you a Byzantine/Eastern Rite Catholic that has relocated 
to the Charleston, SC area and miss attending the Divine 
Liturgy and other services?  The Byzantine Catholic Epar-
chy of Passaic is exploring the possibility of establishing an 
Outreach Community in the Charleston area.  Currently the 
closest Mission is in the Myrtle Beach area.  I'm working with 
one of the priests in Passaic to help gauge interest.  If there is 
sufficient interest, the plan would be to have a Liturgy some-
where in the Charleston area in the next few months. If you 
are interested, please send me an e-mail at michael-meador@
sbcglobal.net.

Charleston Area Outreach Interest

www.ciszek.orgfwccenter@ciszek.org

The Most Rev. Ronald W.Gainer, D.D., J.C.L.
Father Walter Ciszek Day

Homilist 

The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, 
Bishop Emeritus of Harrisburg

2025 Issue III

Sunday, October 19, 2025 at 2:00 PM

Father Walter Ciszek Day Mass
St. Casimir Catholic Church

229 North Jardin Street, 
Shenandoah, PA 17976

Social will follow immediately 
after mass in Church Hall

Father Walter Ciszek Prayer League Center
218 West Cherry Street 
Shenandoah, PA 17976

Open:  11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Showing videos of Father Walter Ciszek

How Did You Meet Father Ciszek?
We invite you to come to The Father Walter J. 
Ciszek Center on Sunday, October 19 between 
11AM and 1PM to share your testimony about 
how Father Ciszek has touched your life- 
through his writings, example, or intercession. 
YOUR VOICE BELONGS HERE whether you 
knew Father Ciszek personally, met someone 
inspired by his legacy, experienced a moment 
of grace connected to him, or simply found 
strength in his unwavering faith. A recording 
will be made of each person’s testimony to 
help promote the cause for Father Ciszek’s 
canonization and preserve his legacy.

He Leadeth Me
Translated in 
Croatian
See Page 4 & 5

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2025

Annual Fundraiser Annual Fundraiser 
Raffle Tickets EnclosedRaffle Tickets Enclosed


